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Page   3   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home 
                                                                         
P1.   Other Identifier: Ridgeway House,  4256 Ridgeway, San Diego, CA 92116 
 
*P2.  Location:        Not for Publication       Unrestricted  
*a.  County:   San Diego         and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:  La Mesa   Date: 1997 Maptech, Inc.T ;    R ; ¼ of ¼ of Sec ; M.D. B.M. 
 c.  Address:  4256 Ridgeway  City:  San Diego                            Zip: 92116  
 d.  UTM:  Zone:  11 ; mE/   mN (G.P.S.) 
  
 e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc.) Elevation:  380 feet 
 Legal Description:  Lot two hundred eighty-five (285) in Kensington Heights Unit 3 according to map thereof filed in 
the office of the County Recorder of said San Diego County, September 28, 1926. It is Tax Assessor’s Parcel  
APN #  440-031-09-00. 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, 
size, setting, and boundaries) This house is a excellent two-story example of the Spanish Eclectic style. It is a large 
single-family residence designed by Richard Requa and Jackson as a model home in the Kensington neighborhood 
of San Diego, and built in 1929. The South (front) elevation faces Ridgeway and utilizes an asymmetrical façade. The 
home features a combined hipped and gabled roof with irregularly laid mission fired clay tiles.  (See Continuation 
Sheet.) 
 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  (HP2) Single family property 
*P4.  Resources Present:    Building     Structure    Object    Site     District      Element of District  
       
P5b.  Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #)   
View of South Elevation, Photo by Kiley Wallace, November 2011 
 
 
                     *P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  
                      Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
                      
                     Notice of Completion, 1929  
                     Index to Property (Lot Book) , 1929  
                     Tax Assessor’s Residential Building Record,  1929 
                     San Diego Union,  Article and Photos,  1929  
 
                     *P7.  Owner and Address:   
                               Robert and Marilen Sedlock 
                               4256 Ridgeway  
                               San Diego, CA 92116 

 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, and address)   
Ronald V. May, RPA, Dale Ballou May and Kiley Wallace, Legacy 106, Inc., P.O. Box 15967, San Diego, CA 92175 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded:  April 2012 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe)   Intensive 
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")   
Historical Nomination of The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home, San Diego, California 
for the City of San Diego, Historical Resources Board, by Ronald V. May, RPA and Dale Ballou May, and Kiley 
Wallace, Legacy 106, Inc., April 2012.  Legacy 106, Inc. is indebted to Linda Canada, Alexandra Wallace and 
Christianne Knoop for extensive research, and other assistance with the preparation of this report.  
 
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map   Sketch Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and 
Object Record   Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record  

 Rock Art Record    Artifact Record   Photograph Record    Other (List):  

State of California – The Resources Agency                          Primary # ___________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION                   HRI # ______________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD                                             Trinomial  __________________________________ 
                                                                                                 NRHP Status Code  3S 
                                         Other Listings ___________________________________________________________     
                                         Review Code _____     Reviewer  ____________________________  Date __________ 

DPR 523A                                                                                                                                                        *Required Information 
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Page   4   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home   
 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date:  April 2012      Continuation    Update 
 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, 
size, setting, and boundaries)  (Continued):      (See Attachment D, Photographs) 
 
The subject property at 4256 Ridgeway is a Spanish Eclectic style home with an asymmetrical façade and a 
compound floor plan. This mixture of roof types and varying roof heights along with the home's complex irregular form 
present an image of a small compact village breaking up the massing of this single family home. The homes clay 
brick roof has the mortared double layering of tiles indicative of original roof tiles. The cross gabled front façade 
features an attached double garage with elaborate wooden garage door detailing and a small copula topped with a 
decorative wrought iron weathervane.  The house has a low pitched fired tile roof with minimal eave overhang and 
rounded end rafter tails throughout. The home features stucco wall surfacing throughout.  The main house is stepped 
back from the protruding front garage wing. This is an excellent landmark example of a Spanish eclectic home by 
Richard Requa. The home displays multi-level hipped and some gable roofs on most elevations with short rounded 
bottom edge rafter-tails below the roofline. The home has the characteristic defining architectural features of the 
Spanish Eclectic or "California Style" home as Requa referred to it, including the asymmetrical façade, low pitched 
red tile roof, eaves with shallow overhangs, stucco surfacing, arches above doors and principal windows and beneath 
porch roofs. The home also exhibits some rare features in the style including its use of a large rear pushed out "store 
front" all glass bay window to better connect the living area with the outstanding view down to San Diego Mission de 
Alcala and Mission Valley. Windows and doors are blue painted wood and metal unless otherwise noted. The home 
has a 100% intact building footprint with no attached additions.  The house has retained excellent architectural 
integrity.  
 
This Spanish Eclectic, also known as the Spanish Colonial revival style, became popular in 1915 with the creation of 
the California pavilion and other buildings for the Panama California Exposition in San Diego. At the exposition, 
architect Bertram Goodhue built upon earlier mission revival styles and added a more varied and accurate 
representation of original 16th century Spanish buildings. This romantic, sophisticated style borrowed from a broader 
rich vocabulary of Moorish, Spanish Baroque, Renaissance and Mediterranean architectural traditions with detailing 
often based on actual prototypes in Spain. Many important architects of the style (including Requa) traveled to Spain 
for inspiration. The San Diego Exposition, along with Goodhue and other designers, publicized and promoted the 
style's popularity and it became a craze in California in around 1925.  
 
South (Front) Elevation – The main front façade is dominated by a double arched covered entry loggia with a 
recessed doorway below an elaborately carved upper story window grille and the projecting chimney. This chimney 
on the front of the left (west) side cantilevers out and has stucco surfacing matching the rest of the home. The 
chimney has an elaborated arched and stepped top with clay tile roofed side vents. The chimney juts out on the 
second level projecting out above wooden brackets and along the outside of the front exterior wall up  above the clay 
tile roof. This roof has fired Mission half barrel tiles in a rustic hand laid pattern. From left to right, on the west side of 
the home, to the left of the chimney, the side view is visible of a cantilevered second story overhang is covered by the 
main roof and is supported with wooden brackets matching those on the chimney. To the right of the chimney sits a 
double casement window flanked by decorative painted wooden shutters. Next, along the second floor, the main 
façade is dominated by a rustic carved wood painted boxed window grille with a larger central opening around a 
divided wooden grillwork. The window grille is covered and under the main roof.  The boxed window grille allows the 
double casement windows behind to open outward.  This boxed window grille is supported by two double brackets 
sitting on an arched side beam. To the right of the window grille, the home projects out about five feet and contains 
an arched fixed window at midlevel height between the upper and lower floors disclosing the stairway on the interior. 
To the right is a double metal rectangular casement window in a three and three divided light configuration. This 
window is flanked by paneled shutters matching the others on the home. To the right of this window, where the main 
portion of the home meets the garage, is a partially overhanging stucco balconet with double French doors and 
matching paneled shutters. Interestingly, one paneled shutter faces south to the front while the other is seen on the 
side gabled wall face facing west in the corner.  The front public view of the front elevation is partially obscured by 
vegetation. 
 
The home's main feature on the first floor of the front façade is the arcaded porch. Two principal arches on the 
arcaded entry porch/loggia frame an arched inset colored "bottle bottom" stain glass casement window and a 
recessed arched doorway. A stylized chamfered multi-faced column supports the archways with a decorative relief 
echoing the column as it merges into the walls on both sides. The front doorway is arched with a multi-paneled 
arched door with ornamental Moorish iron nail studs placed along the vertical door muntins and the outside edge. A  

State of California The Resources Agency    Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI# 
CONTINUATION SHEET            Trinomial                                                                                                 
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Page   5   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home   
 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date:  April 2012      Continuation    Update 
 
*P3a.  Description(continued): 
 
middle panel is filled with simple clear glazed opening.   Decorative tiles are used on entry steps and patio as well as 
a built-in side facing entryway bench. A decorative projecting lighting sconce rests above the central column. To the  
left (east), a painted metal double casement window is inset into the wall. To the right of the covered porch a 
rectangular front private walled in courtyard is separated from the front yard by an approximately 5' high stucco wall 
along the garage. Behind this walled courtyard area is a window grouping consisting of three vertical rows. The outer 
two rows are side opening  casement and the middle window being a fixed multi-paneled window. A small painted  
wood-plank door connects to the front walk and driveway area. On the eastern side of the property a clay tile roofed 
wing wall with an arched opening connects the front (south) and side yard (east). An arched wrought iron gate fills the 
arched opening and sits below a decorative metal light fixture.  
 
The cross gabled front façade features an attached double garage topped by a small copula with brick detailing 
capped with a decorative wrought iron weathervane. The cylinder shaped copula has rounded tile vents with the 
decorative weather vane showing a profile cat and mouse motif along with North/South East and West directions. 
Elaborate wood door detailing is seen on the front garage portion.  The attached double front garage door contains a 
decorative diagonal wood pattern and notched and arched top beam. Buttress piers project out from the garage front 
corners and become built in raised planters.  
 
West Elevation– The West elevation continues the hipped fired red clay Mission half barrel roof, with the side view of 
the cantilevered chimney topping the roof top on the protruding main wing of the home. To the left of the chimney, 
below the hipped roofline, a cantilevered second story overhang is covered by the main roof and supported by six 
curved wooden brackets. On the face of this overhanging wall face are two separate single casement windows with 
single decorative shutters sitting between them. To the left a small wooden balcony protrudes out to the north (left) 
visible from the side with a single column supporting  the extending roof. The balcony is supported by carved 
decorative supports. Below the cantilevered portion on this main central portion of the façade below the overhang an 
arched recessed opening holds two square four paneled casement windows with a two paned toplight above. Directly 
below this windows sits a rectangular attic vent opening with a grille made from two rows of five round clay tiles.  
 
To the front (south) of this elevation the garage copula is visible on the side with its red tile openings all around. The 
side view of the front solid stucco balcony is visible where the main house and garage wing converge. The balcony 
merges with the garage roof on the east side and is supported by a single carved bracket on the west side. The 
balcony has a canvas covering supported by two pole supports. Directly below this balcony a wooden door is topped 
with a single pane top-light. A handmade metal lighting fixture sits above the doorway. The door contains four glazed 
panels separated by horizontal muntins. To the right along the wall face is a built in stucco grille created by square 
fenestrations in a four by three configuration. This grille is facing from the garage onto the front courtyard area and is 
partially hidden with the front courtyard wall. 
 
On the north facing wing to the left, the roof overhang is pierced by a large stucco chimney with an elaborate double 
triangular chimney top. The chimney width decreases above the roofline with the left edge narrowing at the roof line 
overhang. On the wall face on both sides of this large side chimney are tall rectangular multi-pane rectangular double 
casement windows with a fixed portion above and topped with an opening top light overhead. Directly below these tall 
rectangular windows sits to the right (south) a rectangular attic opening vent with a grille made of two rows of five 
round clay tiles. Below the other window on the left (north) below is a painted wooden plank access door. On the 
northern end of this wing the side view of the large paned glass observation/view area is visible with metal chamfer 
joints further described in the north façade description.  
 
North (Rear) Elevation– This elevation continues the hipped fired red clay Mission half barrel roof with little 
overhang and exposed rafter beams matching the other elevations. The side view of the chimney with triangular clay 
tiles tops the roof top on the protruding main wing of the home. The North elevation second floor is characterized by 
small patios on each side of the protruding middle wing.  On the east (left) side the patio is a small grey painted 
wrought iron platform with a simple metal railing supported by four curved ornamental supports with hammered 
scrollwork. To the right is a single small metal hanging light fixture. The northeast edge of this wall has a 45 degree 
chamfer on upper and lower levels with a square 1x4 divided light casement windows above. To the left is a double 
rectangular casement window.  On the western wing end, to the right on the second floor is a covered wooden 
balcony with seven support beams and carved corbel supports bracing the wooden floor. A lathe turned spindle  

State of California The Resources Agency    Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI# 
CONTINUATION SHEET            Trinomial                                                                                                 
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Page   6   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home  
 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date:  April 2012      Continuation    Update 
 
*P3a.  Description(continued): 
 
wooden balustrade with a carved support on the east and a single corner support column on the west (right) side 
supports the extended clay tile roof. A single rectangular wooden door is flanked by a small decorative metal light to 
the left.  Inset French doors connect to the rear fountain.  
 
On the first floor the façade is dominated by the innovative and absolutely unique huge rear storefront or "Airview"  
bay window (as it was called in advertising) on the main projecting wing with metal edges holding very large sections 
of bevel edged glass. This provided those in the living room at the time before development with a huge glass 
greenhouse view of mission valley and the San Diego Mission. Underneath are stepped plant/pottery stands below 
the wooden window bottom sill. Beneath is a decorative grille made of round fired ceramic tiles in a six by nine 
configuration. To the right is a1x4 divided light painted double metal casement window matching the other seen on 
the house. Below on each side are attic vents with round clay tile vent grilles. 
 
On the left side facing out from the dining room directly below the balcony above are double brown painted wooden 
French doors with four rectangular glazed panels in each door. These inset French doors connect to the rear fountain 
terrace area. This rear elevated square patio section functions as an outdoor room of the house with built in benches 
and large site walls along the outside edge. An opening  for a built in metal railing provides for a view facing the rear. 
An eight sided star shaped fountain with original tile work is the central feature of this rear patio area. The patio 
flooring consist of red one foot square Spanish tile throughout.    
 
These connecting French doors are flanked by matched decorative wall sconces on each side followed by a double 
inset rectangular casement window to the right (west) and a single rectangular casement window to the left (east). All 
are in a 4x1configuration.  To the left is an inset arched window opening with a square casement below and a fixed 
arched section above. Pushed back to the left (east) a small wall section holds a matching double casement painted 
metal window.  Back behind to the left, a wooden door connects with the garage. A rear pool and pool house which is 
unconnected to the home in the rear lower yard area was accomplished in 1987. This addition is exceptionally well 
blended with the home and is not in the public view. 
 
East Elevation – This portion of the house faces the neighboring property to the east. These side elevations are 
generally less elaborate and detailed than those on the front and rear elevations. On top, the triangular chimney is 
again visible above the hipped fired red clay Mission half barrel tile roof. As with the rest of the house, the roof has 
minimal overhang with angle cut short rafter tails with curved bottom edges. The medium grit stucco matches the rest 
of the home. From left to right (front), along the single level front garage, an inset double casement window faces out 
from the side of the garage. Each rectangular casement window is divided into three glazed panels by two muntins. 
Two modern lights just below rafter level provide security along this side of the house. To the right, the home's main 
portion is two story with an inset single and double rectangular casement window on the upper level façade. The 
double window to the right is flanked by paneled shutters matching those on the front façade of the house. These 
shutters have built round wrought iron clay planter holders which were a favorite detail of Requa's as seen in his 
books and are seen called out on the original plans as pot rings.   
 
Below these windows on the lower floor two inset openings reveal matching rectangular painted metal casement 
windows in a 1x 4 configuration. To the right on a stepped back portion of the main house a rectangular double 
casement window sits on top with planter pot holder and no shutters with and a matching double painted  metal 
casement window below. The chamfered northeast edge of this room can be seen on this elevation. The windows on 
this 45 degree chamfered edge wall are described on the North elevation.  The main architectural feature of this 
elevation is the main wall opening  stepped back to the right along the side of the living room rear wing facing the 
patio. The wall has a single large slightly inset opening with four rectangular fixed clear transom lights with wooden 
surrounds above and a large single pane fixed glass window below. The blue painted window surround has a wide 
surround  to align with the bottom rail of the single matching wooden French doors, one to each side of the central 
window. This large perforated wall section is flanked by hanging metal lighting fixtures on each side and a metal rod 
holding  large exterior cloth privacy curtains. This rear elevated square patio section functions as an outdoor room of 
the house with built in benches and large site walls along the outside edge. An opening  for a built in metal railing 
provides for a view facing the rear. An eight sided star shaped fountain with original tile work is the central feature of 

State of California The Resources Agency    Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI# 
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Page   7   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home 
 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date:  April 2012      Continuation    Update 
 
*P3a.  Description(continued): 
 
this rear patio area. The patio flooring consist of red one foot square Spanish tile throughout. To the right (north) side 
the side view of the unusual  protruding glass bay window described above is visible with metal connecting single 
pane flat chamfer edged glass with angled glass top.   
 
Interior Architectural Features – (proposed for inclusion in designation.) The living room, foyer, staircase, and 
dining room remain in original condition and exhibit architecturally defining features that contributes to the historical 
significance of this house. Of particular note is the open living room with exposed rafters and interior living room 
second level balcony with lathe turned spindle wood balustrade supported by double decorative brackets. The hand 
hammered copper fireplace hoods also show exceptional period craftsmanship and although not shown in the historic 
interior photos, they are specified and described on the original interior plans. The main entry has a ribbed vault-like 
ceiling with wooden half timbering inset into the roof stucco finish.  The foyer floor and staircase steps and risers are 
high quality terra cotta tiles that were finely set. The risers include polychrome Spanish Eclectic glazed tiles. Adjacent 
to the staircase is a finely crafted wrought iron stair railing that exhibits hand wrought scrollwork that is secured with 
thin metal straps, rivets, and screws holding the top railing. Hand hammering of the metal is evident in the flared 
terminals. Interior doors closely match the main heavy "medieval style" paneled front exterior door. Original wrought 
iron railings, lighting fixtures door and window hardware are visible throughout the home's interior.  
 
Landscaping/ Yard Setting – Although the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home was 
designed by recognized Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape 
architect, the front yard of the home and the majority of the rear yard of the home has been replaced.  Therefore, 
Legacy 106 Inc. concludes that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it retains sufficient original fabric and 
integrity to embody the distinctive elements of the design of the Landscape Designs of Milton P. Sessions. The front 
yard has an array of palms and other mature landscaping including the original separated concrete walkway from the 
sidewalk to the front door.   
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Page   8   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home   
 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date: March 2012        Continuation    Update 
 
B1. Historic Name: 4256 Ridgeway   
B2. Common Name:  4256 Ridgeway     B3. Original Use:   Single Family Property 
B4.  Present Use:  Single Family Property  
*B5. Architectural Style: Spanish Eclectic 
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)  
The residential building record shows the home was built in 1929. The City of San Diego has the following building 
permits on record: Notice of Completion  is dated July 18, 1929. Water and sewer permits could not be located as is 
common in the Kensington Heights neighborhood. Permits L33465 and L34485, for a kitchen remodel are dated 
March 25, 1977.  Permits A30372 and A30845, for a pool and pool-house added to the rear portion of the lot are 
dated October 10,1984. This addition is at the rear of the house and out of the public view. (See Continuation Sheet).  
Permit P-806294-00 was for the replacement of a damaged sewer line and is dated October 26, 2001. 
 
*B7. Moved?  No   Yes     Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:  Richard Requa                   b.  Builder:  Davis-Baker Company 
*B10. Significance:  Theme:  Residential Architecture     Area:   Kensington Heights (San Diego) 
 
Period of Significance: 1929  Property Type:  Single-Family Property  Applicable Criteria:  A, C and D 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  
Also address integrity.) The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home at 4256 Ridgeway is 
significant under Criterion “A” as a special element of the Kensington architectural and economic development. The 
George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is the best known example of Requa-designed 
architectural elements from published photos from the 1926 and 1928 Portland Cement Company sponsored field 
research of Spanish and Mediterranean architecture interpreted in residential home  architecture.  The home is 
significant under  Criterion “C” as an excellent example of Spanish Eclectic style architecture. Architect Richard 
Requa of the firm Requa & Jackson designed this home after field expeditions to Spain and the Mediterranean 
sponsored by the Portland Cement Company.  The home's design features are a direct result of this expedition. It is 
also significant under Criterion “D” as an excellent example of the work of established Master Architect Richard 
Requa. This particular house is significant as an example of Requa gaining inspiration from his recent (late 1920's) 
travels to Spain described in his books Old World Inspiration for American Architecture and Architectural Details of 
Spain and the Mediterranean. Requa utilized  this inspiration to create rich architectural detailing that would become 
known the basis for a Southern California style of architecture that would incorporate Spanish, Mexican and 
Mediterranean styles. Widely published, the home's design contributed to the advancement of the Spanish Eclectic 
style in San Diego and elsewhere. The period of significance, 1929, encompasses the date of construction of the 
home and the landscape design and instillation. This house has been well maintained and has excellent integrity 
within the public view. (See Continuation Sheet.) 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)   none 
 
*B12. References:  (See Continuation Sheet) 
 
B13. Remarks:   none 
*B14. Evaluator:   Ronald V. May, RPA, Kiley Wallace 
  
*Date of Evaluation: April 2012        

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

State of California – The Resources Agency                          Primary # ___________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION                   HRI # ______________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD                                                                                                           
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Page   9   of   33           *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home 
 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date: March 2012        Continuation    Update 
 
*B10. Significance (continued):   
 
Criterion A: Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City’s, a community’s or a neighborhood’s historical, 
archaeological, cultural, social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural development.  
 
The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home at 4256 Ridgeway qualifies under 
Criterion A, as it reflects and exemplifies special elements of Kensington Heights development. The 
following discussion explains the background for this conclusion. The George T. Forbes/ Richard Requa 
Model Home exemplifies and reflects the development of Kensington Heights as a community based on the 
"California Architecture" design philosophy of Richard Requa and economic development model of George 
T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company.  The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model 
Home is associated with significant aspects of Kensington's development in the early 20th century history of 
San Diego’s real estate, economic, architectural, and aesthetic development. George Forbes created the 
Kensington Heights subdivision in 1926 and commissioned Master Architect Richard Requa 1929 to design 
this model home.  The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is also significant 
under Criterion "A" as it is the best example of the 1930's Great Depression era Davis-Baker Company, 
Portland Cement Company, and Richard Requa marketing strategy to appeal to the wealthy elite lot buyers 
and home builders. This particular phase happened at the point in time when the worst impact of the Wall 
Street Crash of 1929 devastated the real estate development market, so the marketing strategy involved 
erection of the best example of what could be done and all stages were carefully documented in newspaper 
accounts showing construction and listing the craftsmen selected for the homes construction.  
 
The house contributes to understanding the built landscape of Kensington Heights. Forbes brought Southern 
California’s creation of a built identity through planned communities with Southern California style architecture that 
drew from Mediterranean and Spanish architecture that evolved into neighborhoods that have a distinct cohesive  
design, and that now characterize Kensington Heights. Through architect Richard Requa’s architectural design and 
review and the subdivision’s design controls, the style would be replicated and interpreted in many variations to form 
the greater neighborhood of Kensington Heights Unit 3. The character of that style is preserved today in much of the 
overall Kensington community, forming a unique neighborhood that today has much of the same character and feel 
intended by the subdivision’s creators. He achieved local historical significance in the City of San Diego by a 
partnership that implemented the Civic Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, City of San Diego in the 1926 
Nolen Plan.  Forbes worked to create one of the earliest of the planned subdivisions in San Diego County, which 
annexed to the City of San Diego in the 1950’s.   
 
The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is significant under Criterion A because the 
house reflects special elements of Kensington Heights' architectural, historical, aesthetic, and economic 
development. The house is important for its role in promoting the Southern California style neighborhoods in San 
Diego County. The house is also key to understanding the early layout and sales strategy of Kensington Heights, as 
Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company used on model example / showcase houses.  Forbes used the showcase 
house to convince hundreds and perhaps thousands of visitors to invest in the subdivision.  He used the house as a 
key drawing card to bring prospective investors and homeowners into Kensington Heights to view the home’s modern 
amenities so they too could live in this architecturally controlled community.  
 
The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is the best known example of the real estate 
marketing campaigns of Forbes, Davis Baker Company and the Portland Cement Company where photos of actual 
historical buildings in Spain, Italy, and the Mediterranean can be directly related to Requa-designed architectural 
elements on a house that influenced the future development of Kensington Heights. 
 
Introduction. Although the Kensington and Talmadge communities now have a number of individual homes that 
have been designated as historic for their significance, there remains much to be learned about how these 
neighborhoods developed, the reasons for the architectural styles that were built, and the lives of the people who 
lived and worked there. Criterion A evaluations are often complicated because they require the presentation of broad 
contexts and associations to establish the significance of the special elements of importance. The single most 
important mechanism to bring new information forward to better understand these communities is the intensive  
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research associated with individual houses nominations. Legacy 106, Inc. and other researchers and homeowners 
have written additional nominations that now form an important body of primary research about the area.1  
 
Kensington Community History. A fact that is often overlooked today in the pairing of the “Kensington / Talmadge” 
neighborhoods is the reality that Kensington is really the product of 13 different subdivision maps filed between April 
1910 and March 1976. The Talmadge neighborhoods developed separately from nearby Kensington, with a total of 
11 subdivision maps filed between December 1925 and August 1944. The majority of these maps were filed by 
owners, investors, and promoters unrelated to the others, and with varying degrees of experience in subdivision 
development. In the case of Kensington Heights, with its three Units, owner George Forbes hired the experienced 
Los Angeles development firm the Davis-Baker Company: 
 

The development of Kensington Heights has been carried out under the personal direction of 
Harrison R. Baker, Chairman of the Subdividers and Homebuilders Division of the California Real 
Estate Association and a member of the Subdividers Division of the National Association. The 
project was not an experiment but involved the application of policies previously employed 
successfully in extensive developments in the city of Pasadena. The firm is a co-partnership 
composed of Richard D. Davis and Harrison R. Baker, each of whom has served as president of 
the Pasadena Realty Board.  In Pasadena the firm has developed some twenty subdivisions, and 
possesses the enviable record of over nine hundred homes on them. More than 60 per cent of the 
lots have homes on them, while one family in every thirty in Pasadena lives on a lot developed by 
the Davis-Baker Company.2 

 
Probably the most familiar source of information about the history of the Kensington and Talmadge communities is a 
book written by Kensington resident and dentist Dr. Thomas H. Baumann, D.D.S. Baumann published Kensington-
Talmadge 1910-1985, to mark the 75th anniversary of the community, although in actuality the date commemorated 
the filing of the first subdivision map on the mesa, Kensington Park. The “Kensington Book” is a favorite of residents 
in both the Talmadge and Kensington communities, and has been reprinted by his daughter, Darlene Baumann 
Love.3 Baumann lists each of these subdivisions on page 32 for Kensington and 71 for Talmadge, in the 2nd edition. 
The distinctions between these tracts have blurred over time, and today planners group the thirteen Kensington 
subdivisions into “Kensington” and eleven Talmadge tracts into “Talmadge” as part of the Mid Cities Community Plan.  
The filing of individual maps is important to the history of the house, because Kensington Heights, which developed in 
three “Units,” is unrelated in development history to nearby Kensington Manor with its two Units, Kensington Point, or 
the first tract in the area, Kensington Park, located south of Kensington Heights Unit 1. An observer might look at the 
Kensington and Talmadge neighborhoods and assume these areas all developed together, as today they appear to 
be two connected communities.  
 
These independent origins help explain why there are differing architectural styles of houses, such as Craftsman 
bungalows, nearer to Adams Avenue, and none north of Lymer Drive, in this predominantly “Spanish” themed 
community. It also explains why the houses in Kensington Heights tend to be more elaborate than the houses further  

                                                
1
 Researchers Kathleen Flanigan, Parker Jackson, Beth Montes and Christianne Knoop, Priscilla Berge, Kathleen 

Crawford, Ruth Alter, Linda Canada, Jaye Furlonger, Scott Moomjian, Esq., Vonn Marie May, and Ione Stiegler, 
name only few who have studied the Kensington and/or Talmadge areas. In addition, see Anne D. Bullard, “1926, 
The Formative Year of Kensington Heights,” The Journal of San Diego History, Spring 1995, Volume 41, Number 2; 
Mary M. Taschner, "Richard Requa: Southern California Architect, 1881-1941, a Master's thesis for the University of 
San Diego; Larry R. Ford, Metropolitan San Diego: How Geography and Lifestyle Shape a New Urban Environment 
Metropolitan Portraits), 2004; and Architects Ione Stiegler, AIA with M. Wayne Donaldson, AIA in the Historical 
Greater Mid-City San Diego Preservation Strategy, 1996 and January 8, 1997. 
2 “How Subdivision Sales Were Created by an Intensive Home Building Program,” National Real Estate Journal,  
May 27, 1929, page 26. 
3
 After Baumann’s death, the Kensington-Talmadge Community Association updated the first edition and reprinted it 

as a second edition in 1997, and named it Kensington-Talmadge 1910-1997. In 2010, Love printed a Centennial 
Edition of her father’s book, which updated and added new information to the community’s history.  
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south, and why Kensington Heights Unit 3 has more lots in-filled with post Depression era style homes than the  
research associated with individual houses nominations. Legacy 106, Inc. and other researchers and homeowners 
have written additional nominations that now form an important body of primary research about the area.4  
 
Manor tracts of Kensington Heights Unit 1. Once all the lots were sold and developed and the deed restrictions 
expired, the differences between the tract boundaries blurred. 
 
Rancho Ex Mission Lots. All of the Kensington and Talmadge acreage originates from former land known as 
“Rancho Ex Mission Lots,” which have a layer of ownership, leases, and uses invisible today to the present owners, 
as these transactions which preceded the filing of the subdivision maps never appear on chain-of-title documents. 
Much of this land came onto the real estate market through the heirs to the Rancho Ex Mission Lots and into hands 
such as banker George Burnham, Vice President of the Southern Trust and Commerce Bank. “The Map of the First 
Unit Kensington Heights” states under “A Better Improvement Plan”:  

 
Of the 240 acres which comprises Kensington Heights, 100 acres on the mesa will be developed at 
the present time into restricted residential property. For many, many years this tract has been held 
intact by its former owners – the Mason family. It has changed hands but once in forty years.5   

 
The development of the Kensington Mesa in the second decade of the nineteenth century fits into the greater pattern 
of housing development nationwide, as America got back onto its feet following the devastating worldwide effects of 
World War I. By 1921-1924, many of the veterans had returned to America and there was both a nationwide shortage 
of available homes and a slowly reviving economy that brought building materials and new home construction back 
on track. From this, arose the “Better Homes Movement,” and what followed would be a decade of new construction 
that transformed communities across America, and in particular, Southern California, as large tracts of land became 
available and desirable for development. The Kensington Park tract, south of Kensington Heights, fits into this early 
period of San Diego’s development.  

                                                
4
 Researchers Kathleen Flanigan, Parker Jackson, Beth Montes and Christianne Knoop, Priscilla Berge, Kathleen 

Crawford, Ruth Alter, Linda Canada, Jaye Furlonger, Scott Moomjian, Esq., Vonn Marie May, and Ione Stiegler, 
name only few who have studied the Kensington and/or Talmadge areas. In addition, see Anne D. Bullard, “1926, 
The Formative Year of Kensington Heights,” The Journal of San Diego History, Spring 1995, Volume 41, Number 2; 
Mary M. Taschner, "Richard Requa: Southern California Architect, 1881-1941, a Master's thesis for the University of 
San Diego; Larry R. Ford, Metropolitan San Diego: How Geography and Lifestyle Shape a New Urban Environment 
Metropolitan Portraits), 2004; and Architects Ione Stiegler, AIA with M. Wayne Donaldson, AIA in the Historical 
Greater Mid-City San Diego Preservation Strategy, 1996 and January 8, 1997. 
5
 Readers interested in this early history are directed to Historical Nomination of the Commander Wilbur V. and 

Martha E. Shown / and Louise Severin House, 4394 North Talmadge Drive and Historical Nomination of the Frank B. 
and Vinnie A. Thompson House, 5191 Hastings Road, Kensington Heights Unit 2, “George T. Forbes Spec House 
No. 1,” Historical Landmark Number 755, by Legacy 106, Inc. In particular, additional research into the Mason family 
(Evalyn and John Mason) of Mission Valley, who owned Rancho Ex Mission Lot 47, and Willard W. Whitney, who 
owned Lot 23, would be an interesting line of inquiry into this early history, before the present subdivisions were 
formed. 
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1920s and 1930s, Two Distinct Decades of Development. The erection of this house just prior to the Great 
Depression seems relevant as a special element, as the houses built prior to the period of the Great Depression 
stand out from the ones built after 1930, because of the economic stresses that were not present in the 1925-1929 
boom period. Few builders in this depression period had the financial means to build, with a few distinct exceptions. 
The few builders who were able to remain viable during this period had to adapt to the economic restrictions of the 
time, and provided badly needed jobs and purchasing of materials from local suppliers when very little business was 
going on. During the depression thousands of buyers defaulted, builders went out of business, lenders assumed title 
to lots and houses, and the Davis-Baker Company, like all businesses, experienced a stressed market. Several 
houses in Kensington remained vacant and the lenders rented to Navy and Army personnel, who had a dependable 
income.  
 
These homes also stand out from the houses built after 1935, when home buyer’s style preferences were changing 
as people started to find the economy rising out of the Great Depression, and new federal policies encouraged 
economizing, smaller homes, modernization, and materials efficiencies in ways that had a dramatic effect on house 
styles for the next generation of home buyers.  
 
The strategy of building high end “Artistic Homes” appealed to affluent buyers who had the means to acquire luxury 
properties, and this was a prestigious location when the proximity to the neighboring houses was taken into 
consideration.   Rather than design and build all the Kensington Heights lots, it is possible that the Davis-Baker 
Company recruited  “a number of reliable builders….to work with us in building these homes.”6 Davis-Baker Company 
arranged loans, reviewed the plans, and marketed the finished products. Davis-Baker built their own “specimen 
homes” in which as many as 4,000 people, they claim, went through in one day: 
 
The Davis Baker Company building program created 152 houses in Kensington Heights by 1929, two thirds of which 
were occupied. Half the lots were sold. In that year, this constituted 10% of all the houses built in San Diego. These 
house designs received careful review by the firm of Requa and Jackson: 
 

The committee consisted of a representative of the owners, a representative of the selling agents, 
and the supervising architect. Fortunately, at the head of the committee was placed Richard S. 
Requa, authority on Mediterranean architecture, who used his talents to perfect what he prefers to 
term “California Architecture.”…Mr. Requa using the pure Spanish architecture of the mission 
(Mission San Diego de Alcalá) as the keynote, has brought the district into harmony with the 
Spanish tradition and the historic significance of the spot--- for it was here that California began. 
All architecture in the property has been restricted to the California type, namely, Spanish and 
Mediterranean adapted to California. Every plan submitted has been carefully scrutinized by the 
committee and many of them worked over by Mr. Requa’s office before final approval.7  

 
By August of 1931, the Davis-Baker Company announced that already this year fifteen houses had been completed, 
or nearly completed, for an overall value of $150,000.  
 
George T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company; The Early Development of Kensington Heights, and 
Intensive Home Building Program. Santa Monica, California resident George Thomas Forbes, a native of Kansas 
and real estate broker and developer, was alerted to the availability of a large tract of acreage in San Diego, which he 
purchased in 1922.8 Forbes partnered with the Davis-Baker Company of Pasadena and architect Richard Requa to 
 
                                                
6 Ibid 
7 “How Subdivision Sales Were Created by an Intensive Home Building Program,” National Real Estate Journal,  
May 27, 1929, pages 27-28. 
8 According to his obituary in the San Diego Union on July 29, 1974, Forbes “was the owner of George Forbes  
Real Estate and served one term as president of the San Diego Board of Realtors. He was among the developers of 
Kensington Heights and a partner in the promotion of the Allied Gardens, Del Cerro and San Carlos subdivisions.” 
Forbes discussed some of this early history in an oral history he gave to the San Diego Historical Society in 1973, 
although by that time his recollection of this early period was fading. 
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develop the new, architecturally-supervised community into an exclusive, residential tract of modern and beautiful 
homes that would become a high-class residential park.9 With its proximity to the new State College and Herbert 
Hoover high school, as well as other nearby schools, Forbes found the location, and Mission Valley rim vs. mountain 
views, ideal for an “investment-quality” tract that buyers would find rivaled exclusive communities such as Beverly 
Hills and the Oak Knoll section of Pasadena.10  
 

The attractive signs used by the firm, the pictorial outlay of streets, the fine character of the 
improvements installed and the restrictive efforts of the concern to uphold the high nature of t heir 
residential projects, all contribute to ranking New Windsor Square among the firm’s finest 
developments. The reputation of the company for subdivisions is high; reports from the firm state 
that $3,600,000 worth of houses exist on Davis-Baker tracts.11 

 
By January 3, 1926, the San Diego Union’s Sunday Development Section featured large advertisements announcing 
“Kensington Heights – Opening Soon . . . Development plans will soon transform Kensington Heights into one of San 
Diego’s most charming residential districts . . . Further announcements will be made as the plans develop.” The 
forthcoming announcements complemented the natural assets of valley and mountain views with soon-to-be-installed 
improvements of in-place utilities, gently curving streets pre-paved and curbed, elegant “Electrolier” ornamental lights 
spaced throughout the tract, and generous lot sizes with accompanying restrictions for setbacks, residential uses, 
and minimum building costs per structure that exceeded much of the rest of San Diego.12   
 
Future homebuyers were guaranteed a ready-to-move-in community, absent the annoyance of unpaved roads and 
off-into-the-future infrastructure. Announcements declared “Torn-up streets will never bother you because sewers, 
water, light and gas are in, with connections now being arranged for every lot. Ornamental street lights provide a rare 
individuality.” Davis-Baker Company also installed new shrubbery and thousands of trees in the parkways, including 
three varieties of eucalyptus and palms, two forms of acacia, Lombardy poplars, and oleanders.13 Initial 
advertisements in 1927 showed new homes selling for $7,900, $9,000, $16,500, and over $20,000 paid by George 
Prudden, owner of Prudden Metal Airplane Company, for the Richard Requa model home on Middlesex and 
Marlborough Drives.14  
 
On February 2, 1926, the San Diego County Supervisors voted to create a Resolution of Intention to improve 
Kensington Heights, which created an assessment improvement district. The cost of the improvements were paid by 
the sale of bonds, which were a lien on all of the property in the district.  The bonds ran for fifteen years and the tract 
promoters promised no principal payments would be due in the first five years, with only interest due, and the 
principal retired afterwards in ten annual installments.  
 
 
 

                                                
9 See Baumann, pages 16-24; San Diego Union, June 13, 1926, “Lovely Valley Vistas, Mountain View Add to Charms 
of Kensington Heights: Opening of Second Unit of Tract Meets With Fine Response From People.” 
10 “Plane Builder Buys Dwelling: George H. Prudden Reported to Have Paid More Than $20,000 for Prize House,”  
San Diego Union, February 13, 1927. 
11 Allen Headrick: Star-News, April 7, 1928, “Property Being Developed on East Mountain Street Seen Logical 
Development in Built-Up District; Davis-Baker Company Handling Tract.” 
12  San Diego Union, October 3, 1926, “Kensington Heights Builders Boast ‘Finest’ Electroliers in Southland”;  
and San Diego Historical Society Photograph No. 6732-5, Kensington, 1927. 
13  San Diego Union advertisement, January 9, 1927; San Diego Union, February 5, 1928, “$310,500 Is Spent For 
Home Construction In Rapidly-Growing East-End Subdivision.” 
14  See San Diego Union, June 26, 1927, “New Beautiful Homes Being Completed in Kensington Heights.” 
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The San Diego Union announced on March 7, 1926, “Improvement of Kensington Heights Tract to Be Started in 
Fortnight: Supervisors Expect to Name Contractor for Development Work Next Week.” The article named “Rick” 
Davis of the Davis-Baker Company in charge of development, Paul R. Watson as the engineer in charge of the  
improvement district work, and Donald E. Forker as the “publicist who styled Kensington Heights the world’s best 
home location.” The improvements for the tract were being installed through an improvement bond approved by the 
City of San Diego, and bids for the contract for the work were being accepted. Contractor and developer David. H. 
Ryan received the road paving and grading contract for Unit 1 and O.U. Miracle won the contract for the 
improvements in Units 2 and 3.15  
 
The Spanish Colonial Theme of Kensington Heights Custom homes in Kensington Park were an eclectic mix of 
Craftsman bungalow, Mission Revival, Spanish Eclectic, and Pueblo styles that many prospective homebuyers found 
unsettling Robert Sedlock (1958:2-4). The Kensington Land Company responded to make their real estate more 
luxurious by creating deed restrictions and a Supervisory Architectural Board to enforce Spanish style as the only 
acceptable architecture. At that same time, Requa had a column in the San Diego Union at the time where he 
promoted Spanish and Mexican style homes built with the new materials of the day. The Kensington Land Company 
retained Requa to chair the board in August of 1925. Nine months later on May 24, 1926, George Forbes, Sr. of the 
Kensington Heights Company induced Requa to extend Supervisory Review Board oversight of house designs in Unit 
2. Four months later on September 28, 1926, Forbes added Unit 3 to the review. This latter subdivision included 
twenty-four exclusive rim lots with underground utilities (Sedlock 1958:4). Forbes set the prices for those lots at 
$1200 to $1500 and completed homes with those lots sold as high as $19,000 (Forbes 1973). When times got tough 
during the Great Depression, Forbes used his own money to hire Requa to design the homes (AD 1007-063, San 
Diego Historical Society Research Archives).  

 
 
Architectural Review, and Deed Restrictions for Setting and Design Unique to the Kensington Heights 
Community. The architectural restrictions set up by Davis Baker limited the property to residential purposes only with 
customary out-buildings including a private garage, all to be fairly worth not less than $5,000.00. No temporary 
dwellings, outside lavatories, advertising signs, or outbuildings for residential purposes were permitted, only one 
single, first-class private residence. 
 

That before the commencement of construction upon any building or buildings which may be erected upon 
said property, or upon any portion hereof, within Five (5) years from the date thereof, there shall be 
furnished to, and approved by the Seller, or the Seller’s duly authorized Agent, complete plans — and 
specifications for such buildings, and such plans and specifications shall include the location, direction and 
facing of each such building or buildings upon said property, and no building shall be erected on said 
premises without such approval in writing of the Seller, or the Seller’s duly authorized Agent, first had and 
obtained. 

 
That plans for all structures to be erected on said lots, shall be submitted to the Seller, or the Seller’s duly 
authorized Agent, and approved in writing before construction is started, and that no building or structure 
unless such building shall conform with the general shall be erected, constructed altered or maintained on 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
15

  In 1926, Ryan had teamed with builder Arthur A. Kunze in the development of a number of homes on Witherby 
Street in Mission Hills. See “Historical Nomination of the David H. Ryan Spec House Number 1 / Arthur A. Kunze 
Builder, 4330 Witherby Street, Mission Hills, San Diego, California, by Legacy 106, Inc., 2008; See also San Diego 
Union, December 5, 1926, “$94,000 Contract Is Awarded for East Development of Third Unit of New Kensington 
Heights Tract.” 
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said property unless such building shall conform with the general design and color scheme for the 
exteriors of all such (buildings to be erected on said lots, and architectural plan prepared by the 
Seller for the exteriors of all such buildings to be erected on said lots, or shall conform with such 
modifications thereof as many be authorized or approved by the Seller or the Seller’s duly 
authorized Agent. 

 
The photographic record for Kensington Heights as it developed between 1926-1929, is represented by a number of 
publicity pictures taken by the Davis-Baker Company, as well as pictures in the local media, such as the San Diego 
Union newspaper. Photographs on file at the San Diego Historical Society Research Archives in Balboa Park provide 
a visual record of the early development of the tract. Several photographs show  road crews installing the pavement 
and sidewalks in Kensington Heights.  
 
By May 2, 1926, the Sunday San Diego Union reported that construction had begun on the first dwelling in the new 
Kensington Heights tract. The article, “First Dwelling in Kensington Heights Under Way As Subdivision Improvements 
Rapidly Take Shape: Old English Architectural Style Copied in Initial Construction of Tract,” stated: 
 
"Publicity Contest" Model Home The Prudden House in Kensington Heights is a beautiful, single-story Richard 
Requa-designed model house, located on the north east corner of Middlesex and Marlborough Drive The house 
bears strong similarity to pictures of a rural cottage in Andalusia which Requa took in 1926 and published in his 
monograph, Architectural Details Spain and the Mediterranean.”16 The single story model home received enormous 
publicity in 1926, due in large part to an advertising campaign that solicited plans for its design through a competition 
conducted by the San Diego Union. Although a winner was selected, in fact, the plans were drawn by Requa, who 
then directed the home’s construction that year. The opening premier drew more than 200 people and the promoters 
expected several thousand on Sunday, November 14, 1926.17 
 
By December 1926, Kensington Heights Unit 1 had completely sold out and the Davis-Baker Company had to rush 
the improvements into the second Unit months earlier than they had anticipated: 
 

Sale of building sites in No. 2 has been so rapid that again we have had to change our plans with 
the result that contract for permanent improvement in the third unit was let last week and soon we 
will be able to offer these sites to future home builders.”. . . “When we undertook the development 
of Kensington Heights, we recognized that property as among the best residential property in and 
around San Diego,” Baker says, “Development has brought out the attractive features of that 
section and the public has been quick to show appreciation. Many resales of early purchases at 
advanced prices show that this appreciation is constantly growing. This section when our 
development and building program is completed, will easily take front rank with the high class, 
exclusive residential sections of southern California.18 

 
John Forward, president of the Union Title and Trust Company and Union Trust Company of San Diego, reported in 
the San Diego Union on June 16, 1929, that San Diego and the work in Kensington Heights had gained national 
recognition through the publication of a profusely illustrated 5-page article in the May 27 issue of the National Real 
Estate Journal that was published in Chicago and distributed nationwide.   The article, authored by Harrison R. Baker, 
was entitled “How Subdivision Sales Were Created by an intensive Home Building Program” (“Kensington Heights 
Gains National Recognition for Itself and City”). 

                                                
16

 Jackson, DPR form, Nomination of the Prudden House, page 2 of 28. 
17  See San Diego Union, November 14, 1926, “The Union’s Model  Home Open For Public Inspection Today; 
Woman’s Home Plans Selected in House Test: Four Hundred Designs Submitted in Contest for the Union’s Model 
Dwelling; Numerous Ideas Offered Builders in Prize Design: Kensington Heights Swelling Completely Furnished For 
Expected Visitors.” 
18 Harrison R. Baker, San Diego Union, December 5, 1926. 
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By 1930, the Davis-Baker Company advertised that “Three years ago it was a mere barley field; today over 125 
families have already selected it for a permanent residence.”19 It is important to note that Requa made the first of his 
heavily promoted tours of Europe in 1926, and both of these houses were constructed shortly in the aftermath of his 
first trip, where he had gone to intensively study the architectural attributes of the Mediterranean and how they could 
be applied back in Southern California.20  

 
Kensington Heights Attention. The article also makes it clear that the Model Homes were considered design-types 
for future construction, and prime examples to illustrate the virtues of the tract. Both residences were opened to the 
public for tours promoted by the Davis-Baker Company. The photo caption declared: 
 

An excellent example of the style of architecture which is making San Diego one of the show 
places of the country, is given in the accompanying illustration. A two-story southern California 
home, just completed in Kensington Heights, is shown at the right with the tract’s model home, built 
from plans selected in a competition, at the left.  The new building, now open to public inspection, is 
declared to be just as perfect an example of the two-story southern California style as the model 
home is of the bungalow type. The real atmosphere of Old Spain is combined in this home with the 
most modern of conveniences. It will serve as a model for future construction in Kensington Heights 
as well as other parts of the city.  
 
NEW KENSINGTON DWELLINGS OPEN: Home Builders Invited to Inspect Southern California 
Type to Obtain Ideas. San Diegans who are planning to build homes in any part of this city are 
invited to visit today the two-story Spanish home just completed at Marlborough drive and 
Middlesex drive in Kensington Heights by the  Davis-Baker company, developers of Kensington 
Heights. 
 
Through the courtesy of W.F. Riley, builder of the home, the public will be welcomed to inspect it 
from top to bottom. Any feature of the building which appeals to prospective home builders may be 
adopted by them, says the owner, whether the lots on which they plan to build are in Kensington 
Heights or any other part of San Diego. . . . . . “We will aid in every way possible in setting a high 
standard of home construction for all parts of San Diego.” Today’s invitation to public to make use 
of the ideas incorporated in the fine home in Kensington Heights is in line with that policy.21 
 

The Davis-Baker Company featured the pairing of the Requa Model Home, a two-story home, with the tract’s 
signature Electrolier light and newly paved streets, in a large advertisement with photograph intended to represent 
the tract, entitled: “A new HOME DISTRICT is building: Homes are open for inspection,” on July 31, 1927.   
 

Improvements are all completed, beautiful, true Spanish types of homes are building.  A new 
residential atmosphere is being created in Kensington. . . It is being built for the most discriminating 
home owner . . . Come out now and inspect this new district of true Spanish homes. Some homes 
of the newest design in architecture are open for inspection. . . NEW HOME BARGAINS 
Mediterranean Spanish stucco, 2-story, 7 rooms, 2 baths, patio, fishpond, balconies, Frigidaire, gas 
furnace. Price $18,000 – cash $5,000. 

 
 
Rapid Appreciation in Prices. Advertisements in 1927 by the Davis-Baker Company promoted their “District of True 
 
 

                                                
19

  See San Diego Union, February 9, 1930, “You Who Are Planning a Home – do not fail to see beautiful Kensington 
Heights!” Advertisement. 
20

 See ‘Requa’s Rants’ http://www.legacy106.com/RequasRants.htm, which reproduces a number of Requa’s 
“Southern California Architecture’ columns featured in the San Diego Union in the mid 1920s. 
21  San Diego Union of March 6, 1927. 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion A continued): 
Spanish Homes.”22 Subsequent publicity in the next few months commented upon the series of homes of distinctive 
architecture and model home that had been attracting hundreds of visitors.  
 
By 1928, the Davis-Baker Company boasted “Resumption of 1926 Real Estate Activity Indicated in New February 
Land Sales: Kensington Heights Developers Elated Over Business In First Week of Month”23. The article featured 
photographs of six Kensington Heights homes, as well as the Prudden home, B.S. Litchfield residence, home of 
Herbert C. Bathrick, and L.O. Palmer. The promoters were anxious to ramp up their advertising because installation 
of the road improvements and utilities had made it difficult to drive through the tract. With that work nearly out of the 
way, they were anticipating a profitable year.  
The caption to the photograph stated: 
 

Beautiful homes of true Southern California architecture are arising on the high mesa land of 
Kensington Heights and this new district fast is becoming one of the city’s show places. Kensington 
Heights looks down on the old San Diego mission across the valley, the place “where California 
began.” Photographs show a group of new Heights homes.  
 

Visitors were invited to see “San Diego’s flawless, best and fastest building, close-in view district of better homes.” 
They had created another model home at 5272 Marlborough Drive. The “Color House” came completely furnished 
and was open for inspection. Further north, on the valley rim, they built an observation platform for visitors to gaze 
upon the panoramic view of “historic” Mission Valley and the “multicolored” mountains.24 
 
Prizes from Developers for Prettiest Home Yards and Davis Baker Promoting. On August 19, 1928, the Prudden 
House and several others were featured prominently in the San Diego Union with caption “Three of the most beautiful 
yards in Kensington Heights which are certain entries in the proposed new prize contest for the tract’s best yard": 

 
DEVELOPERS  OF KENSINGTON HEIGHTS TRACT TO GIVE PRIZES FOR PRETTIEST HOME 
YARDS. To encourage beautiful yards, Davis-Baker company, developing Kensington heights, is 
contemplating offering a series of prizes to residents of Kensington heights for the most beautiful 
yards and gardens. Already the tract is alluring in this regard and the prizes should stimulate every 
resident to beautify his domain.  

 
This and other publicity proved successful and the Davis-Baker Company placed regular pictorial essays in the 
newspaper’s development. In March they had set a record of almost $100,000 in home sales and $140,000 in April. 
With that success, they boasted in the April 28, 1929 article “Kensington Heights Real Homeland”: 
 

The top picture is proof, say members of Davis-Baker company, that Kensington Heights is no 
longer a mere subdivision, but has graduated into a finished community of fine homes. Bottom – 
One of the two-story homes which are making Kensington Heights a popular place in which to live. 

   
By September, 1928, Davis-Baker stated “During a recent five months Kensington Heights built a total of new houses 
equal to 9 percent of the entire San Diego investment in new construction for the same period.” 25 That the vision of 
George T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company had for the Kensington Heights community was enlightened for its 
time, and their claim that a home purchased in the tract would be a sound investment, is borne out by the decades. A 
Tribune-Sun newspaper article “New Kensington Heights Homes among Finest in City, Planning Commission 
Records Disclose: Average Dwelling Value Exceeds All Other Districts in San Diego.” The San Diego Union also 
featured the community on January 19, 1970, with “Know Your Neighborhood: Talmadge-Kensington Retain Flavor.” 

                                                
22 San Diego Union, August 7, 1927 and the “added value of permanent restrictions with architectural supervision on 
every new house’” San Diego Union, October 9, 1927. 
23 San Diego Union, February 12, 1928. 
24 San Diego Union, June 24, 1928. 
25 San Diego Union, September 2, 1928, “Streets of Heights Reflect Progress.” 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion A continued): 
 
The resource built as a Model Home and Exhibition house. The resource is referred to as The Ridgeway House,  
The Valley Rim Specimen Home and The Million Dollar House and was used extensively is articles and advertising of 
the time as an example by Master Architect Richard Requa of his "Ideal California Home" while also being promoted 
by the Davis-Baker Company as an exhibition home of the highest style. Model Homes were considered design-types 
for future construction, and prime examples illustrate the virtues of unified development. The residence was designed 
for builders and the public for tours. Requa spoke about the home as an archetype of his ideal California Home and 
its use as a prototype for other designers and builders and the public in the December 1929 issue of The Modern 
Clubwomen 
 

For a long time I have hoped for the opportunity to design a typical California home, to have it 
appropriately furnished and open for exhibition to the influential citizens of San Diego who are 
interested and active in promoting the city's welfare. At long last this opportunity has been afforded 
to me by Mr. George T. Forbes, Owner of Kensington Heights, who has enthusiastically financed 
the venture. Mr. Forbes and the selling agents for his properties, The Davis Baker Company, have 
taken a commendable interest in good architecture and are endeavoring to make Kensington 
Heights a model Southern California Community. 

 
After completion of the house, on January 20, 1929, the George T. and Marie Forbes Model Home was featured 
prominently in the San Diego Union with caption "Model Being Erected to Assist Builders" and further : 
 

The house is being built for exhibition purposes, prior to occupancy as a concrete demonstration of 
what can be done in house beautification on the Valley Rim (Kensington Heights)... The specimen 
Ridgeway House just opened for exhibition, is the last word in luxurious California dwelling. The 
view of California's first mission from the especially designed  "airview" living room is as memorable 
as that of a great painting. 

 
Early Area History During the Native American, Spanish, Mexican, and American Periods. The landscape that we 
see today in this area has changed dramatically over time. The first people who arrived in this area may have come 
here as early as 20,000 years ago, although that is a subject of ongoing study. Certainly early peoples began to 
populate the region by 12,000 years ago. During that era, the Laguna Mountains were frozen and expansive 
savannah lands surrounded shallow lakes east to the Lower Colorado River. One of the most dramatic differences 
involved the location of the coastal shoreline, which was substantially further to the west than what we know today. In 
fact, geological evidence suggests that glacial ice drew-down the sea level to approximately 400 feet lower than we 
know  it today. The “coastal” archaeological sites that reflect this period of occupation are now deeply submerged and 
available only to underwater explorers.  
 
Between 10,000 and 5,000 years ago, glacial melt elevated the sea level and prehistoric people intensified their use 
of the land. About 1,500 years ago, rainfall lessened and San Diego became the coastal desert of today. 
Archaeological investigation of San Diego has revealed most prehistoric cultures concentrated their population 
centers near freshwater drainages, estuaries, bays, and marine resources. Most of the prehistoric sites recorded 
consist of vegetal roasting ovens, trail breakage, and overnight camps. At least one seasonal habitation camp existed 
in Switzer Canyon at the time Spanish colonists arrived in San Diego in 1769. Other villages are known to have been 
in Mission Valley, Rose Canyon, and around San Diego Bay. 
   
Prior to 1769, Native Kumeyaay families and unknown prehistoric people before them lived in this general area on a 
nomadic basis, following food resources as they became seasonally available. The local Kumeyaay people continued 
traditional use rights on the land in this area through the Spanish and Mexican periods of California history, although 
their ability to live in the area and use the resources of the land became increasingly restricted by European dictates 
and encroachment from non-native grants, pre-emption, and homestead claims upon choice properties.  
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*B10. Significance (Criterion A continued): 
 
The first United States surveys passed through this area in the 1850s, but the first subdivisions as we understand it 
today with the system of Blocks and Lots did not occur until after 1900. Some sources record local Kumeyaay 
families living in Mission Valley and in various parts of coastal San Diego until about 1910 based on ethnographic 
interviews (Shipek 1991). After then, the Kumeyaay families who had not been forced to live on U.S. Government 
controlled reservations had abandoned these ancestrally-owned lands to move east or south to Baja, California 
where they still had cultural ties and could live with less interference. While today, American society generally does 
not recognize Native American usage/ownership of the land as part of the legal chain of title, it is, nevertheless, part 
of the chronological and historical sequence of land usage over time. 
 
Given the many thousands of years of prehistoric occupation, the Spanish colonization era passed through the 
Mexican Revolution and Mexican War with the United States in a mere heartbeat of time. By the 1870s, European 
American land surveyors began extending the boundary of the City of San Diego. Real estate speculators bought 
“Pueblo Land” from the Common Council and City Trustees and then drew maps that created grids of streets and 
blocks of lots. 
 
Conclusion: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home at 4256 Ridgeway 
demonstrates special elements of the Davis-Baker Company’s planning philosophy and marketing program 
for its subdivisions, using architect Richard Requa's designs to create a cohesive community style and to 
heighten property values, it is a model home of the Davis-Baker Company used to exemplify the style in 
articles, and used in their marketing program. The home is an excellent example of a beautiful two-story 
Spanish Eclectic home that represented the highest demonstration of the style and current architectural 
design in San Diego. The house at 4256 Ridgeway fits within this context, and was found to indicate that it 
influenced the development of the community and wider development in San Diego and thus does merit 
designation under Criterion A. 
 
Although other model homes have been nominated and designated in Kensington Heights, this resource was 
openly used by Requa, Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company as an example of the style and development 
strategy to builders and the public. It was widely promoted at the time as the perfect representation of the 
style (based on Spanish and Mediterranean styles) and held up as an example of unified development which 
influenced the development pattern of the community and is an example of this contribution and this 
partnership. This is the only known example of the Portland Cement Company financed photo expedition to 
the Mediterranean and Spain directly influencing architectural design and interpretation in a model home for 
marketing the company's cement and wall products in home construction.  
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*B10. Significance - Criterion B: 
 
Criterion B:  Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history. A summary of the 
individuals associated with this property is provided along with a conclusion regarding their significance under 
Criterion b. 
 

George T. and Marie Forbes  
(Owners, 1929 – 1930) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 162-163) 

 
Although, Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that George T. Forbes was an important individual whose specific 
achievements and contributions to economic, architectural and aesthetic development in San Diego are 
significant, Legacy 106, Inc. does not find the evidence to meet the threshold that this home is the most 
closely associated with George T. Forbes or  that the resource is the best exemplifying home representing 
George T. Forbes' very significant and productive lifetime in San Diego. 
 
George Thomas Forbes was born in Wauthena, Kansas in 1889. He married Marie Bower in Iowa in 1914. Before 
entering into real estate development, Forbes ran a hotel with his brothers in Montana. He  was also employed by an 
import-export company headquartered in New York, however, the business fell into bankruptcy after falling victim to a 
scam. He and Marie then moved to Santa Monica, California, where he then established his real estate business. The 
early development of the Kensington Heights Subdivision dates to 1922, when George Thomas Forbes purchased a 
large tract of land in San Diego. Forbes partnered with one of Southern California’s premier developers, the Davis-
Baker Company of Pasadena and architect Richard Requa, to develop the new community as an exclusive, 
residential tract.  The company formed between Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company was called the Kensington 
Heights Company, and Forbes was its President. With its close proximity to the new State College and Herbert 
Hoover High School as well as the views of the Mission Valley rim and distant mountains, Forbes found his location 
ideal for an “investment-quality” tract that buyers would find rivaled other exclusive communities such as Beverly Hills 
in Los Angeles and the Oak Knoll section of Pasadena. By 1926, construction had begun on the Kensington Heights 
Subdivision, Unit 1. George Forbes died in San Diego in 1974. Marie Bower Forbes was born on December 3, 1893 
in Guthrie Center, Iowa.  She had four children with George:  Marie, Betty, George, Jr., and John.   Marie passed 
away in San Diego in 1971.   

 
George Thomas Forbes was an important historical figure in Kensington history. With the 110 acres he bought north 
of Kensington Park, he created an exclusive luxurious community of Spanish style homes priced for San Diego’s 
elite. Working with other real estate developers, famous architects, and influential elected officials he met doing 
community service through the San Diego Board of Realtors, Old Mission Rotary Club, Al Bahr Shrine, and 
Kensington Community Church, Forbes set high standards for the early history of Kensington when it was still a rural 
County in-holding (San Diego Union, July 29, 1974; San Diego Tribune, July 29, 1974).  
 
George Thomas Forbes arrived at age 33 in San Diego amidst the 1922 real estate boom and hustle and bustle of 
commerce in the City of San Diego. He had first moved to Santa Monica from his birth home in Wathena, Kansas 
(Forbes 1973; Bauman 1997). Flush with oil money earned from wells on the family land in Montana, Forbes used 
family money to invest in land to build and sell homes over a number of years. Through agent Ed Rossom in 1920, 
Forbes bought the 110 acres of land under the movie set for $800. He leased to the studio until he moved to San 
Diego and set up shop. Forbes contracted Figure 2. Kensington Heights subdivisions, Units 1, 2, 3.with Davis-Baker 
Real Estate of Pasadena and became president of the new sales office. Forbes subdivided the land in 1922 and sold 
real estate lots. He named his new community “Kensington Heights” and distinguished his project from Davidson’s by 
deed restrictions that forced homes to be designed in Spanish style and approved by Master Architect Richard 
Requa.  Although he used his own money to install streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and some landscaping, he 
passed these costs along to the homebuyers through County of San Diego Improvement Act Bonds. His visionary 
leadership in creating deed restrictions and working with Requa on the Supervisory Architectural Board ensured 
development of attractive and artistic Spanish style custom homes for the wealthiest class of citizenry.  
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*B10. Significance (Criterion B continued): 
 
As noted earlier, Forbes shifted from a realtor of lots suitable for custom homes to a developer and builder of homes 
designed by Requa & Jackson under his commission. These Depression-era homes differ from the custom homes in  
grandeur, as Forbes concentrated sales to those San Diegans of sufficient affluence to afford his exclusive 
properties.  
 
For the reasons stated above, Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that George T. Forbes was an important individual 
whose specific achievements and contributions to economic, architectural and aesthetic development in San 
Diego are significant. However, his association with the house was brief (1 year). The home was built as a 
model home, and not a personal residence that George Forbes lived in or had built for himself or his family. 
Also, there are various model homes in Kensington Heights owned and built for George T. Forbes. It is 
concluded that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it is the best example associated with George 
T. Forbes' very significant and productive lifetime in San Diego.  
 

 
Thomas R. and Rose T. Hanna  

(Owners and Residents, 1930 – 1933) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 164-166) 
 

Thomas R. Hanna bought 4256 Ridgeway in 1932.  He was born in Pennsylvania about 1894, and moved to San 
Diego from New York City with his wife, Rose. Rose was born in Kentucky about 1902.  Thomas was the lessee of 
the Pickwick Hotel in San Diego, which was built in 1926. The seven story building was located on Broadway 
between First and Front Streets.   The 1930 Census also lists three children as living with them at 4256 Ridgeway:  
Olga, Constance, and Virginia.  No further information could be located about Rose Hanna. 

 
Insufficient information was found about Thomas R. and Rose T. Hanna to determine they were historically 
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B. 

 
Mark C. and Josephine Hanna  

(Owners and Residents, 1933 – 1944) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 167-169) 
 

Mark Crouch Hanna and his wife Josephine Cooper Moffatt Hanna lived at 4256 Ridgeway from 1933 until 1944. 
Mark was born in Farnam, Nebraska on September 11, 1898. Josephine was born in Iowa City, Iowa on September 
13, 1899.  She and Mark were married there in 1920. They moved to California  in 1930, first settling in Los Angeles.  
They had a son named Mark Crouch Hanna, Jr. and David Hanna.  Mark Sr. owned and operated a Chrysler-
Plymouth auto dealership and service center at 1061 India Street in San Diego during the time he lived at the 
resource.  He sold the business in 1961.  Josephine Hanna died in San Diego on May 20, 1959, and Mark Hanna, Sr. 
died in San Diego in July 1964.  It is unclear how Mark Sr. is related to the previous owner, Thomas R. Hanna. 
 
Insufficient information was found about Mark C. and Josephine Hanna, to determine they were historically 
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B. 

 
Larry T. Finley and Miriam Finley  

(Owners and Residents, 1944 – 1945) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 170-177) 
 

Although Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that Larry T. Finley was an important individual whose specific 
achievements and contributions to entertainment and economic development in San Diego are significant, 
Legacy 106, Inc. does not find the evidence to meet the threshold that this home is the most closely 
associated with Larry T. Finley or that the resource is the best exemplifying home representing Larry T. 
Finley's productive lifetime in San Diego. 

 
Larry T. Finley was born Lawrence Finkelstein in Syracuse, New York on May 4, 1913. At age 18, he became 
manager of a nightclub there called Café DeWitt. In the 1930’s he moved to Los Angeles and opened Finley’s Credit 
Jewelers. The original store was in Burbank, but he soon expanded into other areas of Los Angeles. Larry and his 
wife Miriam lived in San Diego briefly during the mid-1940’s, however, during that time Larry leased out the Mission 
Beach Amusement Park, including Mission Beach Ballroom, from the City of San Diego. He staged and promoted 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion B continued): 
 
numerous concerts at the ballroom, especially in the big band genre. The Dorsey Brothers played the Mission Beach 
Ballroom frequently while it was operated by Finley, and they also partnered with Finley as co-owners of the Casino 
Gardens Ballroom in the Ocean park area of Santa Monica. In the late 1940's, he partnered with Clinton McKinnon to 
form the Finley-McKinnon Broadcasting Company, which owned and operated the KSDJ radio station in San Diego. 
Finley was a disc jockey at Hollywood's KFWB radio station, which was located inside a restaurant he owned on 
Hollywood's Sunset Strip called "Larry Finley's".  His restaurant was next door to the Mocambo nightclub, and both 
establishments were extremely popular with celebrities. Finley would utilize the KFWB studio inside is restaurant to 
broadcast live interviews and a nightly television program featuring the celebrities called Dinner at Eight.  He was also 
the master of ceremonies of two other shows: Strictly Informal and Music Is My Beat.  These shows were some of the 
first television programs to be aired by the Armed Forces Television Network to troops in Korea. Larry Finley was 
instrumental in developing audio cassette and videotapes to be mass marketed to the general public, as well as being 
adopted as a new mode of recording by record labels and the movie and television industries. In the mid 1960s, 
Finley became President and CEO of the International Tape Cartridge Corporation (ITCC). He acquired the audio 
tape rights from 57 record labels and became the largest provider of music entertainment on pre-recorded tape. In 
1970, he founded the International Tape Association, which is now known as the International Recording Media 
Association (IRMA), at a time when audio tape products were still not widely used. Larry passed away in Long Island, 
New York on April 3, 2000. No further information could be located about Miriam Finley. 
 
For the reasons stated above, Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that Larry T. Finley was an important individual 
whose specific achievements and contributions to entertainment and economic development in California 
are significant. However, his association with the house was brief (about 1.5 years). Also Larry T. Finley's 
time in San Diego was brief (about 3 years) before getting divorced and moving back to the Los Angeles 
area.  It is concluded that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it is the best example associated 
with Larry T. Finley's significant and productive lifetime.  
 
 

Minor J. Hyde and Merle M. Hyde  
(Owners and Residents, 1945 – 1946)  

 
Very little information could be located regarding Minor Joseph Hyde and Merle M. Hyde.   Minor was born on March 
31, 1897 in Boulder, Colorado, and died on April 29, 1955.  Merle was born about 1898 in Grafton, North Dakota. 
 
Insufficient information was found about Minor J. Hyde and Merle M. Hyde to determine they were historically 
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B. 

 
 

Alfred W. and Grace M. Harper  
(Owners and Residents, 1946 – 1967) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 178-179) 

 
Alfred William Edward Harper and his wife Grace lived at 4256 Ridgeway from 1946 until 1967. Alfred was born on 
May 12, 1890 in Chicago, Illinois to English immigrants. Grace was born in Pennsylvania.   According to his draft 
registration card from WWI, Alfred was a district manager for the San Diego Union Morning Paper. Later in his life, 
and during the time he lived at the resource, he was in the electric sign business. Alfred was the President of the 
Luminad Corporation and owned the San Diego Neon Sign Company. In the early 1950's, the San Diego Neon Sign 
Company manufactured the iconic Kensington neon sign. The original sign was designated historic in 2008. A replica 
of the original sign currently hangs above Adams Avenue. 
 
Insufficient information was found about Alfred W. and Grace M. Harper to determine they were historically 
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B. 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion B continued): 
 

John L. and Frances J. Davies  
(Owners and Residents, 1967 – 1974)  

 
After an exhaustive search, records pertaining to John L. Davies and Frances J. Davies could not be located. 
 
Insufficient information was found about John L. and Frances J. Davies, to determine they were historically 
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B. 
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Criterion “C” Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction or is a valuable 
example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship. 
 
The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is an excellent example of a Spanish Eclectic 
home built as a display/model home by Established Master Architect Richard Requa to showcase his ideal Spanish 
"California Style" of  architecture. George Forbes hired Requa to design this model home. Forbes contracted with 
Davis-Baker Real Estate of Pasadena who advertised the home extensively as The Ridgeway House, The Valley Rim 
Specimen Home and The Million Dollar House. The home was also used in articles in magazines of the time as an 
example by Richard Requa of his "Ideal California Home". Model homes were considered design-types for future 
construction, and prime examples illustrate the virtues of unified design and development. The residence was 
designed for builders and the public to tour. Requa spoke about the home as an archetype of his ideal California 
home and its use as a prototype for other designers and builders and the public. The home was promoted by the 
Davis-Baker Company as an exhibition/model home of the highest style. The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / 
Richard Requa Model Home is the best known example of direct photos of Old Spanish Architectural elements 
influencing Requa's design and actual construction in a residence. 
 
Spanish Eclectic Style. Many architectural historians attribute the high popularity of the Spanish Eclectic style 
variations in San Diego with the popularity of the 1915 Panama-California Exposition, which was held in San Diego 
from 1915 through 1916. However, the most likely influence for the shift in popularity would be the Bertram Goodhue-
designed 1922-1923 Marine Corps Recruit Depot and Naval Training Center. Soon thereafter, technical journals, 
newspapers, and magazines promoted Spanish style architecture as a revitalization of interest in 18th and 19th 
century California history. The San Diego Union hired Master Architect Richard Requa to write a weekly column 
critiquing local architecture and he used this forum to attack everything but his own preferences of what he termed, 
“The Southern California style.” He traveled to Europe and North Africa in 1926 and then returned to influence what 
he believed to be the “honest” historical style. Developers George Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company hired 
Requa to review the architectural plans for Kensington Heights and the Southlands Company conducted their own 
reviews of builder plans for Kensington Manor. Although the style continued as late as 1948, the Great Depression 
caused a shift to “patriotic” styles and Spanish style lost favor to Colonial Revival, Cape Cod, and Neo Classical style 
houses. 
 
 Designers of Spanish Eclectic houses often borrowed from Moorish, Byzantine, Gothic, and Renaissance motifs 
(McAlester and McAlester 2002:417). The fired red clay tiles on this house are Spanish style Mission half barrels. The 
walls of houses in this style are stuccoed to appear like old adobe buildings in artistic interpretations from Spanish / 
Mediterranean origins. In general, designers of the period were engaged in a process to define and interpret 
appropriate architectural styles for our climate. A great deal of literature of the period was devoted to defining an 
appropriate “Southern California Style” of architecture. The strongest popularity for Spanish style residential 
architecture hit San Diego about 1925, when the newspapers and popular magazines promoted this as an authentic 
style harkening back to San Diego’s Spanish roots. 
 
In greater detail, this two-story house is has a varied form with a low-pitched hipped Mission half-barrel roof and 
exhibits minimal eave projections with short rafter tails. On the first floor is an inset covered porch and inset arched 
door. Flanking the front door is a colored stained glass cathedral style window on the left. Above this is a boxed 
window grille allowing for the upper double casement to open freely. Elaborate chimneys top details further define the 
 
In greater detail, this two-story house is has a varied form with a low-pitched hipped Mission half-barrel roof and 
exhibits minimal eave projections with short rafter tails. On the first floor is an inset covered porch and inset arched 
door. Flanking the front door is a colored stained glass cathedral style window on the left. Above this is a boxed 
window grille allowing for the upper double casement to open freely. Elaborate chimneys top details further define the 
home Spanish eclectic feel. At the front wall juncture where the home meets the protruding front double garage a 
small stucco balcony merges where the two wings converge. The garage has a curving top lintel over a lattice 
patterned wooden double garage door and is topped with a decorative copula. The homes front façade contains 
casement windows with some being flanked by paneled decorative shutters. 
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*B10. Significance - Criterion C: 
 
Spanish style wrought iron balustrades are used on a rear upper level porch and are seen throughout the home on 
railings and interior staircase railings and other details. On the east end of the main house the extended clay tile roof 
is supported by a single lathe turned support column with matching wooden balustrade. French doors and patios 
connect the rear outdoor and indoor spaces. The large rear patio is dominated by a central star shaped tile fountain. 
The home features a unique and innovative large rear glass bay window or "Airview" window (as it was called in 
advertising) with metal edges holding very large sections of fixed glass on the main projecting rear wing. This large 
storefront type window provided for excellent views of mission valley and the San Diego de Alcala Mission below.   
 
The builders selected high quality building materials, hired fine craftsmen, and Master Architect Richard Requa 
successfully blended Moorish, Mediterranean, and classic Spanish details in the creation of this house. This high end 
design, materials, and expression of craftsmanship exhibited in this house are exceptional even when compared with 
surrounding Spanish Eclectic style houses in Kensington Heights.  
 

The architecturally defining features that are supportive of historic landmarking are: 

1. The hipped fired red clay Mission half-barrel tile roof; 
2. The minimal overhanging roof eave; 
3. The gritty wall stucco; 
4. The second floor rear porch with lathe turned column and railing; 
5. The Spanish style wrought iron railings; 
6. The Spanish style interior wrought iron staircase railings; 
7. The wood framed casement, fixed, and double hung windows; 
8. The innovative large rear glass bay window or "Airview"  window (as it was called in advertising) with 

metal edges holding very large sections of fixed glass  
9. Medieval style front door with patinated cast brass door latch and locking plate; 
10. The cantilevered stucco chimney with decorative stepped double cap. 
11. The colonaded covered porch and inset arched door.  
12. The interior Spanish style terra cotta and polychrome tiles in the foyer and staircase; 
13. The interior wrought iron staircase railing; 
14. The colored bottle bottom stained glass style window to the left of the front door. 
15. The decorative lathe turned wooden boxed window grille on the front façade. 
16. The small stucco front balcony which merges into the house where the two wings converge. 
17. The homes front façade containing casement windows with some flanked by paneled decorative shutters. 
18. The Spanish style wrought iron balustrades on a the rear upper level balcony. 
19. The large rear patio with by a central star shaped tile fountain. 
20. The French doors connecting indoor and outdoor spaces. 
21. The decorative wooden lattice patterned garage front door. 
22. The decorative rooftop cupola topping the front garage hipped roof.  
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*B10. Significance (Criterion C continued): 
 
Architectural Integrity Analysis. The following is an analysis of the Integrity of the homes architecture. 
 
Location.    Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic event 
occurred 
 
Based on comparison with the Sanborn Fire Insurance map and other research, the house is shown to be in its 
original location at 4256 Ridgeway. The House has excellent integrity of Location. 
 
Design.   Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from 
other historic properties, will not be undertaken. 
 
Analysis of the original architectural plans, building records and examination of the resource at 4256 Ridgeway 
reveals the north, south, east and west elevations closely match the original design of the house. This is an 
outstanding example of a Spanish Eclectic home designed by Master Architect Richard Requa in 1929. As seen in 
the building records and comparisons between the original plans and current photos, The home is in remarkable 
original condition. The only change in the original design is the addition of a rear pool and pool house which is 
unconnected to the home in the rear lower yard area. This addition is exceptionally well blended with the home and is 
not in the public view. The Design element of this home is excellent. 
 
Setting.  Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. The setting is the larger area or environment in 
which a historic property is located. It may be an urban, suburban, or rural neighborhood or a natural landscape in 
which buildings have been constructed. The relationship of buildings to each other, setbacks, fence patterns, views, 
driveways and walkways, and street trees together create the character of a district or neighborhood. 
 
The street and side setback of the house matches the historic neighborhood. Of equal importance, the lawn divided 
by the meandering concrete walkway pavers is original as seen in the original plans and historic photos. The lawn is 
mature and large typical of the older landscapes. The only important change of note to the setting is in the rear 
backyard setting which originally held a view of the San Diego Mission de Alcala for which the special bay window 
was developed. As is common, urban sprawl and development in Mission Valley has concealed the historic mission 
and the view of the original natural valley. The house has excellent integrity of Setting. 
 
Materials.  Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time 
and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property. The Standards state that deteriorated historic 
features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a 
distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial 
evidence. 
 
The roof tiles look to be original. Robert Sedlock, the owner since 1974, reported no changes to the roof or wall 
stucco other than small escape upkeep and repair. The wall stucco is original. The home features all original windows 
and doors on all elevations. The front door is original, as is the old patinated brass door latch and locking plate. 
Decorative lathe turned wooden wrought and iron railings are intact and original. Original lighting fixtures and tile work 
are retained. 
 
The cast concrete divided walkway leading up to the house are the original cast concrete. There are no significant 
changes to the materials within the public view. As noted throughout this analysis, the Materials aspect of Integrity 
of this home is excellent. 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion C continued): 
 
Workmanship.  Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given 
period in history or prehistory. 
 
The craftsmanship exhibited in this house represents skilled construction techniques. In particular,  the skills in 
sculpting the exterior wall stucco and interior wall plaster is high quality. As noted above, the blacksmithing of the 
wrought iron balcony supports and other railing shows high quality workmanship. Masonry workmanship in laying  the  
terra cotta and polychrome tiles in the entry, staircase, and fireplace are exceptional. The Workmanship aspect of 
Integrity is excellent. 
 
Feeling.  Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time. 
 
This 1929 Spanish Colonial residence in its present excellent original condition is well preserved and imparts the 
visitor with a realistic sense and feeling for the late 1920s and early 1930s historical Kensington Heights 
neighborhood. The home is custom designed by Master Architect Richard Requa and beautifully conforms to its 
hillside location. The home blends in well with historic older neighboring properties in Kensington. The feeling of a 
Spanish eclectic home and the late 20s early thirties pre-depression age are retained. The Feeling aspect of 
Integrity is excellent. 
 
Association.  Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property. 
 
The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is associated at 4256 Ridgeway and 
demonstrates special elements of the Davis-Baker Company’s planning philosophy and marketing program for its 
subdivisions, using architect Richard Requa's designs to create a cohesive community style and to heighten property 
values.  It was a model home for Requa, George Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company used to exemplify the height 
of the Spanish Eclectic "California Style" home in articles, and was used in their marketing program. The home is an 
excellent example of a beautiful two-story Spanish Eclectic that represented the highest demonstration of the style 
and current architectural design in San Diego. The house at 4256 Ridgeway fits within this context, and was found to 
indicate that it influenced the development of the community and wider development in San Diego retains this 
association. The Association aspect of Integrity is excellent. 
 
Conclusion: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home meets seven of seven 
aspects of integrity and can be said to have excellent architectural integrity for historical designation. 
Legacy 106, Inc. recommends the house for historical designation under Criterion C. 
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Criterion “D” Is representative of a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, engineer, landscape 
architect, interior designer, artist or craftsman.  
 
The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is an excellent example of the work of 
Master Architect Richard Requa during the height of his career.  The house embodies distinctive elements of 
Richard Requa’s use of Spanish Revival architecture. The architect himself described the home in a 1929 
article (See attachment Section E.1 A) and his desire to display this prototype as his idea of the "typical 
California home" opened for exhibition to the "influential citizens of San Diego who are interested and active 
in promoting the city's welfare."  The home is an important example of his architectural creation in 1929, just 
prior to the economic depression of the 1930's. This home demonstrates his continued influence on Spanish 
Eclectic architectural development during the difficult financial years of the Great Depression and shaped 
the architectural styles of Kensington Heights through the 1930's.  
 
Richard Requa  
 
Roughly mid-point in Requa’s career, the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home allowed 
Requa to apply design elements he had observed during field research in Spain and Mexico in the early years of his 
career. 
 
Master Architect Richard S. Requa began his professional career as an electrical engineer at Norfolk College in 
Nebraska. His family hailed from Rock Island, Illinois, where he was born on March 27, 1881 (Cavignac 2000:2). In 
1907, Master Architect Irving Gill hired Requa as Project Supervisor. Through this apprenticeship, Requa received 
training and independent standing as an architect (Requa 1909; Jackson 2002). From Gill, he learned to experiment 
with cast concrete and “simple, unadorned architecture whose cubed masses, broad surfaces, and recessed 
openings took advantage of the brilliant California sun” (Eddy 1997:230-231). 
 
By 1912, Requa left Gill and formed a partnership with another Gill-trained architect, Frank L. Mead (Cavignac 
2000:2). Caught up in Progressive Party politics of the period and inspired by San Diego Panama-California 
Exposition designs, partners Mead and Requa initiated intense study of 15th through 18th century Spanish and 
Mexican architectural styles, Native American southwestern pueblos, and 11th through 14th century Moorish 
architecture (Starr 1990:114). While working on a commercial district in Ojai, California, they designed homes for 
prominent San Diego business people (San Diego Historical Society 2002). Although Requa did not work on the 
Panama-California Exposition, he carefully examined Master Architect Bertram Goodhue’s Spanish Colonial 
theme architectural styles. Mead and Requa became known for more traditional Mediterranean and Spanish style 
architecture. While Mead focused more on Moorish architecture, Requa took a trip in 1914 to study Spanish Colonial  
architecture in Cuba, Panama, and South America (Sorbel 2002:232). Both men worked room interiors with outdoor 
terraces by designing French doors and expansive windows toward south and west-facing views. 
 
During the Requa and Mead era from 1912 to 1920, Requa evolved architectural attention to simple, outdoor living 
and capturing sunlight inside houses. The building style adapted the floor elevations to the natural topographic 
landform with gardens and terraces or patios taking advantage of the Southern California climate. The philosophical 
or spiritual inspiration for these concepts in this period may have stemmed from the first Mead and Requa 
commission, the Krotona Inn at the Hollywood retreat of the Theosophical Society (Willis 2002:1-5). 
 
The relationship of Requa with Theosophists is not well known, although one campus existed on Point Loma in San 
Diego and may have had connections there. The story is that he met Augustus Knudsen at the 1905 National 
Irrigation Conference in Portland, Oregon and later obtained a contract to design two of their spiritual learning 
buildings at the Krotona Colony at Los Angeles (San Diego Historical Society, Research Archives). Although Mead 
represented the firm at most of those meetings, Requa initialed the plans and worked closely with the contractors to 
ensure the design was faithfully carried out. The Theosophists believed the dome could capture spiritually charged 
mental particles from concentrated exercises. The designs incorporated Moorish and Egyptian mystical elements in 
the doors and windows. This work lasted two years and may have influenced Requa in later designs of residences  
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*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued): 
 
maximizing capture of sunlight and celestial skies to create a healthy living environment. Mead and Requa also 
designed Knudsen’s house and the working drawings date from 1914 to 1915 (Los Angeles Times, December 13, 
1914). Significantly, Mead and Requa designed this house to conform to the natural topography at three levels and 
open on broad terraces facing south and north gardens (Willis 2002:9). Another interesting Krotona feature designed 
by Mead and Requa is Krotona Flight, a staircase designed to symbolize scholars’ ascent into spiritual realms. The 
philosophical relationship between Requa is not known, but he did maintain friendly contact with Krotona for some 
time (Willis 2002:12). 
 
After Mead left the firm in 1920, Requa’s career took on a new direction. Structural engineer Herbert L. Jackson 
joined Requa just in time for the building boom of the early 1920s. They set up shop in an office of the Bank of Italy 
Building in downtown, San Diego. Requa & Jackson flourished during the building boom of the early 1920s. Requa 
hired Samuel Hammill as draftsman in 1922 and promoted him to Junior Partner. Requa adopted the term “Southern 
California Architecture” for the eclectic blends of Spanish, Mexican, and Mediterranean styles. He traveled in Spain 
and Europe between 1926 and 1928 to sketch and photograph architectural and landscaping details for use by the 
firm. He published books on those trips for use by builders and architects of the period. Upon Requa’s return and 
publication of his studies, he lectured and collaborated with engineers, landscape architects, and other professionals 
to promote his ideas. Among those he influenced were members of the San Diego Chamber of Commerce. That 
organization facilitated his influence with the Parks Commission of the City of San Diego. Requa published as the 
Architectural Critic for the San Diego Union and wrote popular articles in Architect and Engineer and California 
Garden. Roger Showley, writer for the San Diego Union and author on San Diego history, reported that the Chamber 
of Commerce appointed Requa to chair a committee to examine the surviving 1915-1916 Panama-California 
Exposition buildings that had been declared unsafe by City of San Diego engineers (Showley 1997). Working closely 
with civic activist Gertrude Gilbert, he concluded that repairs could preserve those buildings for use in the up-coming 
1935 California Pacific International Exposition in Balboa Park. This led to the Park Commission appointing him 
Director of Architecture and Landscaping for the Expo (Jarmusch 1997). 
 
With the Great Depression in full swing, San Diego’s Progressive Party and the Chamber of Commerce influenced 
the Roosevelt Administration to direct Works Progress Administration (WPA) programs and federal funding to save 
the old Panama-California Expo structures. Requa’s experience with cast concrete and Jackson’s structural 
engineering guided him to stabilize the park structures. In some instances, he directed replacement of sculpted 
plaster of Paris with stucco. Requa’s team had eight months to bring the grounds under control and design and erect 
the new buildings, like the Café del Rey Moro, the Federal Building with Mayan design elements, the International 
House of Pacific Relations, the Moderne Ford Building, and the Spanish Village. He also designed the replica Old 
Globe Theater and Firestone Singing Fountain in Pan-American Plaza, outside the amphitheater identified today as 
the Starlight Bowl. Nearby, he designed the Arco del Futuro for nighttime rallies in the Plaza de Panama, which is 
located in front of the San Diego Museum of Art. In 1933, he received six awards from the American Institute of 
Archaeology (Architects and Engineer 1933). 
 
As the drums of war beat in Europe, Congress passed the War Preparedness Act of 1935 and extended WPA and 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) public assistance programs all around the City of San Diego. Crews of artisans, 
engineers, and fine artists built roads, parks, murals, statues, paintings, and improved military facilities at the same  
time as the Expo. This spurt of federal money created thousands of jobs, drew an equal number of out-of-towners to 
the area, and stimulated a growth of tract and custom home projects. As with the 1915-1916 San Diego Panama 
California Exposition, the 1935 Exposition stimulated interest in Spanish and Mediterranean style architecture. 
 
Requa shifted from public projects to private commissions during this period. The Kensington Land Company 
retained Requa in 1925 to serve on the Architectural Board for Kensington Heights. The following year, George T. 
Forbes added his Kensington Heights Units 1, 2, and 3 to the board’s responsibility and directly commissioned Requa 
to design some of the homes. Requa and Jackson worked on a number of projects, as well as reviewed the works of 
others. 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued): 
 
Requa also designed custom homes in styles requested by his clients. The log cabin style, two-story Pine Hills Lodge 
near the rural town of Julian is just such an example. Other examples are the Pueblo style Torrey Pines Lodge, Del 
Mar Castle, and the rock masonry Mount Helix Theater. He also incorporated many Craftsman-like design elements, 
such as built-in cabinets, airy open rooms, cedar closets, quarry tile hearths, rough-cut rafters, molding, window 
shutters, window sills, mullions, and sculpted plaster niches and fire places inside hallways and living rooms (Tachner 
1982). He often built homes into the natural topography, rather than require earth grading, and oriented windows, 
outdoor patios, and elevated decks to capture maximum southern and western light sources. One excellent example 
of a home in this context is the Hamilton House at 2940 Maple Street in South Park (May 2002). He believed 
residents should have the opportunity to sleep outside during hot weather and sometimes referred to the elevated 
patios as sleeping decks. 
 
At times, other architects collaborated with Requa on projects of their own. Master Architect Lillian Rice often invited 
him to work with her at the exclusive Rancho Santa Fe, a community specially created for retired Santa Fe Railroad 
executives in north San Diego County. He designed the Town Center, Inn, and Commercial Center. Upon Rice’s 
death in 1938, he assumed completion of homes initially designed by her. Requa adopted her staircases, balconies, 
and rooflines and added his own red tile roofs and sculpted white stucco from studies he made in Spanish Mexico 
and South America. 
 
By 1940, Jackson parted company and Requa recruited Edward Morehead to work as draftsman and partner. 
Morehead studied under him at the 1935 California Pacific International Exposition. The extent of their private 
commissions remains unknown, but the 1941 Hamilton House in South Park was their last known custom home and 
Requa died in June of that year before its completion. While Morehead worked with City of San Diego inspectors, 
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 and the Notice of Completion is the last known record of 
Morehead in the local building industry. 
 
Requa and Morehead are best known for Federal Works Agency (FWA) housing in Pacific Beach. This public 
housing project lacked the classic Spanish Eclectic design details, which made Requa famous and may have been 
more of Morehead’s product. The final Bay View Terrace housing project served the burgeoning air defense industry 
that soon responded to Congressional production orders for B-24 bombers. 
 
The details of Requa’s death are that he toiled in his office at the Spreckels Building in downtown San Diego when, 
suddenly, he suffered a major coronary and died at his desk at 11:00 AM on June 10, 1941 (Tachner 1982). His 
junior partner, Samuel Hammill, obtained all the known Requa architectural designs, but failed to secure the Hamilton 
House plans and the project dropped out of history until Alfred Panico found them in a closet in 2001 (May 2002). 
Close examination of the last two sheets from the Hamilton House show how Morehead attempted to finalize the 
plans with his less talented skills. 
 
Milton P. Sessions 
 
The landscaping of the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home was designed by 
recognized Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape 
architect.  The front yard of the home and the majority of the rear yard of the home has been replaced over 
time therefore Legacy 106 Inc. concludes that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it retains 
sufficient original fabric and integrity to embody the distinctive elements of the design of the landscape 
designs of Milton P. Sessions.  
 
Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions grew up working for his father, Frank Sessions, and his famous aunt, 
Kate Sessions, in the plant nursery business. Along with Requa, Sessions planned and planted Balboa Park for the  
1935 California Pacific International Exposition where much of their work remains. Richard S. Requa and Milton 
Sessions worked together on other projects in San Diego, all unique and historically notable. In 1928 they traveled 
together to Southern Europe and Northern Africa to study the region’s architecture and landscape styles. In 1929 
Requa designed Sessions'  two story showroom, “Milton Sessions Spanish Studio,” in Old Town. 
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*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued): 
 
Born on November 15, 1900 in San Diego to Frank Shattuck Sessions and Edith Guerin Sessions, Milton learned 
landscaping from both his father and aunt. His mother was born in Keighly, England and his father in San Francisco, 
California. During his early years, the Sessions family moved around from Descanso to Dehesa to El Cajon, before 
settling in North Florence Heights to develop a poinsettia farm in 1903. Milton graduated from San Diego High School 
and San Diego Junior College. His first marriage, to Florence G. Barteau, produced Marian Isabel Sessions (married 
name Healy and resident of Coronado) on May 22, 1921 in Santa Ana. That marriage failed and he married Margaret 
Baer, and they had Richard Milton Sessions on August 8, 1924, and Beverly Elaine Sessions (married name 
Munchus, a resident of Escondido) on March 19, 1927. She passed away. He then married Ottille Iten, but they 
divorced. He married Betty Ann Sessions and they too divorced. His final marriage to Yolanda Sessions lasted 
through the end of his life. Frank Sessions developed a poinsettia nursery in the North Florence Heights 
neighborhood of Mission Hills. Frank’s sister, Kate O. Sessions, relocated her horticultural nursery from Balboa Park 
to North Florence Heights in 1904, and joined forces with her brother.  
 
Milton went to work for his aunt in 1908 and apprenticed in the family business. His father became the major source 
for mature trees to be planted for the 1915 Panama California Exposition, many of which he purchased from rural 
ranches in San Diego County. After high school, he went to work for his aunt in 1918, and partnered with her in 1921 
(San Diego Union November 5, 1995). He began designing residential landscaping that same year.  Among his early 
landscape designs were the Naval Training Center and Marine Corps Recruit Depot in 1922-1923. He also designed 
an expansion of Presidio Park by relocating mature palm trees from Logan Heights to the park. In addition, he 
designed the grounds of Naval Hospital in Balboa Park, Roosevelt and Memorial Junior High, and the La Jolla Beach 
and Tennis Club. His clientele ranged from Coronado to Rancho Santa Fe. He designed a great many residential 
landscapes in Kensington Heights, although few plans survive.  
 
In the 1920s, he developed a friendship with Master Architect Richard Requa and accompanied him on a tour of 
Europe and North Africa in 1928, in search of architectural styles analogous to 19th century Mexican California 
buildings. After they returned, Requa designed Sessions’ nursery building in Old San Diego in 1929. Their close 
association led to a number of commissions. George Marston hired Sessions to relocate five Canary Island Palm 
trees and install them around the tile cross on Presidio Park. After Requa signed-on as head architect for the 
restoration and development of Balboa Park for the 1935 San Diego Exposition, Sessions landed the contract to 
design the landscape for the Ford Building, which included a “Roads of the Pacific” landscape along a narrow paved 
track on which model 1935 Ford automobiles took guests. In 1936, he was a member of the Horticultural Committee, 
Del Mar Fair Flower Show. He retired from Old Town in the 1950s and opened another nursery in La Jolla at the 
intersection of Torrey Pines Road and Virginia Way, which he closed at age 58. While there, he became active with 
the San Diego Lions Club, San Diego Toastmasters International, La Jolla Merchants Association, the board of 
trustees of the La Jolla Town Council, and the governing board of the La Jolla Floral Association. 
 
At the same time he opened the La Jolla business, he and his wife, Margaret Baer Sessions, moved to Sonoma 
County to raise Hereford Cattle and registered quarter horses. After retiring from ranching some twenty-eight years 
later, he returned to La Jolla in 1986 to reside at 733 Kline Street. Margaret died in 1987 and he then married 
Yolanda Samperio. He passed away October 22, 1995 at the age of 94 and was buried at Greenwood Memorial Park 
in San Diego Sessions published a lengthy series of articles in the Union-Tribune and Sunset Magazine. He 
contributed to the Sunset Western Garden Book in its first issues. From 1939 to 1949, he served as Park 
Commissioner, City of San Diego and promoted planting of trees along public streets. In the 1930s, he delivered a 
Vocational Guidance Speech to San Diego State College. City of San Diego Councilwoman Christine Kehoe led 
adoption of Resolution R-95-1799 to declare June 12, 1995, Milton P. Sessions Day in San Diego (Minutes, City of 
San Diego, June 12, 1995).Cuyamaca College honored Sessions with “Horticulturalist of the Year” in 1993. 
Simultaneously, the 22nd Agricultural District honored him as the Official Host of the Del Mar Flower Show. The San 
Diego Zoological Society honored him on Arbor Day 1993 by planting a feather-duster palm in the Australasian 
section of the Zoo (San Diego Daily  Transcript March 4, 1993). Evelyn Weidner of Weidmur’s Gardens in Encinitas 
declared Sessions a pioneer horticulturalist (Ibid.)  
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*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued): 
 
Landscape Integrity. The National Park Service (NPS) has issued Bulletin 18, “How to Evaluate and Nominate 
Designated Historic Landscapes” to guide consideration of designed historic landscapes. Although the City of San 
Diego uses its own process, the NPS bulletin serves as a helpful guideline for this review. For the purposes of this 
evaluation, the Milton Sessions’ designed landscape is a: landscape consciously designed and laid out by a master 
gardener, landscape architect, architect, or horticulturalist to a design principle, or an owner or other amateur using a 
recognized style or tradition in response or reaction to a recognized style or tradition.  The NPS also identifies a 
number of historic landscape types, such a zoological gardens and parks, campgrounds, battlefields, parkways, 
botanical and display gardens, and the like. For the purpose of this evaluation, the The George T. Forbes / Richard 
Requa Model Home landscape is identified within the type category of “small residential grounds.” 
 
The historical landscape is also considered under the seven integrity criteria also used for structures, which are 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. In this case, the George T. Forbes / 
Richard Requa Model Home qualifies for its association with the development of Kensington Heights significant in our 
past, under Criterion A. In addition, the historic landscape qualifies under Criterion C, as it may embody the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses 
high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction. In this regard, the landscape is associated with the productive career of Master Landscape Architect 
Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape architect. 
 
Bulletin 18 also requires that the discussion of integrity consider the degree to which the landscape conveys its 
historic character; the degree to which the original fabric has been retained; and whether or not the changes to the 
landscape are irrevocable, or can they be corrected so that the property retains its integrity. Furthermore, the 
standards point out that vegetation in landscapes is not stable, in that landscapes, and plants by definition, are ever-
changing in their life cycle and through “seasonal cycles, maturation, pruning, removal, neglect, and other forces.” 
They point out that a designed historic landscape “need not exist today exactly as it was originally designed or first 
executed if the integrity of location and visual effect have been preserved.” Furthermore, “the absence of original 
vegetation may not diminish integrity . . . if the same or similar species of appropriate size have been 
replanted to replace dead, diseased, or mature specimens.” The landscape is still undergoing evaluation and 
could be restored with sufficient replacement plant material at some point under a Mills Act application. 
 
Vegetation, another important feature of most landscapes, is not stable. It is always changing‐‐by seasonal 
cycles, maturation, pruning, removal, neglect, and other forces. If one first determines that the more stable elements 
of the designed landscape are sufficiently intact to represent the original design intent, then it can be determined 
whether the existing vegetation taken as a whole reinforces or supports the original design intent. A bare site that was 
once heavily groved, for example, usually would be considered ineligible. Less dramatic changes in vegetation might 
not disqualify a site on the question of integrity. A designed historic landscape need not exist today exactly as it 
was originally designed or first executed if integrity of location and visual effect have been preserved. 
Originality of plant materials can increase integrity but absence of original materials does not automatically disqualify 
a designed landscape. The absence of original vegetation may not diminish integrity, for example, if the same 
or similar species of appropriate size have been replanted to replace dead, diseased, or mature specimens. A 
boulevard that has lost its original trees but where appropriate new street trees have been planted may retain 
integrity. Some later vegetation, especially specimen varieties, may also possess significance in its own right 
regardless of its relationship to the original design or implementation. 
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Page   33   of   33         *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home 
                                                                                 
*Recorded by:      Ronald V. May, RPA             *Date:  April 2012        Continuation    Update 
 
*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued): 
 
Condition will play a significant role in evaluating integrity. Such categories as excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, and 
severely deteriorated applied to individual features may assist the researcher in making a final judgment about the 
overall condition, and thus the integrity, of the property. Plant materials that are diseased, overmature, or have been   
subjected to excessive pruning or other improper treatment, as well as areas where there is extensive soil erosion, 
may diminish a landscape's integrity. Condition, of course, is reversible; in many instances it may be possible to 
enhance integrity through maintenance, replanting, or other restoration or reconstruction procedures. 
 
In conclusion, although the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home was designed by 
recognized Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape 
architect, Legacy 106 Inc. concludes that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it retains sufficient 
original fabric and integrity to embody the distinctive elements of the design of the landscape designs of 
Milton P. Sessions at this time.  
 
HRB Criterion E National Register of Historic Places listing or eligibility.    
 
Criterion E does not apply to this property. 
 
HRB Criterion F as a contributing resource to the _____ Historical District. 
 
Criterion F does not apply to this property. 

State of California The Resources Agency    Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI# 
CONTINUATION SHEET            Trinomial                                                                                                 
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A.1 Assessor’s Building Record 
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A.1 Assessor’s Building Record 
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A.2 Notice of Completion 
Miscellaneous Book # 83, Pages 271 & 272 

Recorded on July 18, 1929 
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A.3 Water Record 
 

 

 

 

 

A water record could not be located for this property. 
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A.3 Sewer Record 
 
 
 

A sewer record could not be located for this property. 
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits 
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits 
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits 
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits 
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits 
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits 
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A.5 Site Plan with Footprint  
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A.6 County Lot and Block Book Page 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      



 

 

48 

 

A.7 Previous Survey Forms  
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Attachment B 
Ownership and Occupant Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  B.1 – Chain of Title 
  B.2 – Directory Search of Occupants 
  B.3 – Deed from the Date of Construction  
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B.1 Chain of Title 
4256 Ridgeway, Kensington Heights 

Lot 285, Kensington Heights, Map 1948 
Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number 440-031-09-00 

 
December 7, 1928 Union Trust Company of San Diego to George T. Forbes, December 19,  
   1928, Deed Book 1564, Page 183 
 
December 10, 1928 George T. and Marie Forbes took out a $13,000 Trust Deed for five years 

at 7% from Title Insurance Company, December 19, 1928, Deed Book 
1569, Page 164 

 
December 10, 1928 George T. and Marie Forbes took out a $5,500 Trust Deed for one year at 

12% from Union Trust Company of San Diego, Deed Book 1570, Page 
124 

 
July 17, 1929 George T. Forbes filed a Notice of Completion, Miscellaneous Book 83, 

Page 271 
 
March 29, 1930 George T. and Marie Forbes to Thomas R. Hanna for $13,000, April 1, 

1930, Deed Book 1759, Page 126 
 
February 11, 1932 Thomas R. and Rose T. Hanna to National Finance Corporation, 

February 16, 1932, Deed Book 74, Page 471 
 
June 28, 1933 National Finance Corporation to Josephine Cooper Hanna and Mark 

Crouch Hanna, July 1, 1933, Deed Book 226, Page 277 
 
September 29, 1944 Josephine Cooper Hanna and Mark Crouch Hanna to Larry T. and Miriam 

Finley, October 11, 1944, Deed Book 1760, Page 117 
 
December 14, 1945 Larry and Miriam Finley to Minor J. Hyde, Jr. and Merle M. Hyde, January 

18, 1946, Deed Book 2048, Page 249 
 
March 18, 1946 Minor J. Hyde, Jr. and Merle M. Hyde  to Alfred W. E. and Grace M. 

Harper, April 23, 1946, Deed Book 2115, Page 249 
 
April 20, 1948 Alfred W. E. and Grace M. Harper to Alfred W. and Grace M. Harper, May 

17, 1948, Deed Book 2800, Page 319 
 
July 11, 1967 Alfred W. Harper, deceased, Grace M. Harper and Beverly Ann Brandt to 

John L. and Frances J. Davies, August 1, 1967, File 112867 
 
August 1, 1967 Estate of Alfred William Harper to John L. and Frances J. Davies, August 

1, 1967, File 112868 
 
September 20, 1967 Grace M. Harper to John L. and Frances J. Davies, September 22, 1967 
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B.1 Chain of Title 
Page 2 

 
January 24, 1974 John L. and Frances J. Davies to Marilen H. Sedlock and Robert P. 

Sedlock, Jr., May 8, 1974, File 118930 
 
June 25, 1984 Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock quitclaim to Robert P. 

Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock 1984 Trust, June 25, 1984, File 
237879 

 
May 15, 1998 Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock Trustees U.D.T. May 22, 

1984, to Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock, Mary 28, 1998, 
File 313133 

 
July 11, 2001 Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock  quitclaim to Robert P. 

Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock, July 19, 2001, File 499802 
 
July 11, 2001 Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock  quitclaim to Robert P. 

Sedlock and Marilen H. Sedlock, Trustees of Sedlock 1984 Trust dated 
May 22, 1984, July 19, 2001, File 499803 

 
September 11, 2003 Robert P. Sedlock and Marilen H. Sedlock, Trustees of Sedlock 1984 

Trust dated May 22, 1984, grant to Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. 
Sedlock , September 11, 2003, File 1112425 

 
September 19, 2003 Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock to Robert P. Sedlock and 

Marilen H. Sedlock, Trustees of Sedlock 1984 Trust dated May 22, 1984, 
September 19, 2003, File 1153675 
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B.2 Directory Search of Occupants 
1930 Vacant  
1931 Hanna T R (o) Hanna Thos R (Rose) (Hotel Pickwick) h 4256 Ridgeway 
1932 Hanna T R (o) Hanna Thos R (Rose V) (Hotel Pickwick) h 4256 Ridgeway 
1933 McDowell Nat McDowell Nat (Belle L) real est 320 E h4256 Ridgeway Dr 
1934 Hanna Mark Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway  
1935 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
1936 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
1937 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
1938 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
1939 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
1940 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
1941 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 

Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
Hanna Mark C Jr Student KELSEY JENNEY COMMERCIAL 
COLLEGE r4256 Ridgeway  

1942 Hanna M C (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 
Hanna Mark C Jr clk Mark Hanna r4256 Ridgeway 

1943 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car 
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway 

1944-
45 

Vacant  

1946 No Directory  
1947-
48 

Harper A E (o) Harper Alfred W E (Grace) signs 452 8th Ave 4256 Ridgeway Dr 

1950 Harper A W (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace M) pres Lumenad Corp and pres San Diego 
Neon Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway Dr 

1952 Harper A W (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace D) pres Am Sign Shop, Luminad Corp and  
S D Neon Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway 

1953-
54 

Harper A W (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace D) pres Am Sign Shop, Luminad Corp and  
S D Neon Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway 

1955 Harper A W (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace D) pres Am Sign Shop and San Diego Neon 
Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway 

1956 Harper A W (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co  h 4256 
Ridgeway 

1957 Harper A W (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co  h 4256 
Ridgeway 

1958 Harper A W (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co  h 4256 
Ridgeway 

1959 Harper A W (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co  h 4256 
Ridgeway 

1969 Harper A W (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co  h 4256 
Ridgeway 
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B.3 Deed from the Date of Construction 
Book of Deeds # 1759, Pages 126 & 127 



 

 

54 

 

  

Attachment C 
Maps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.1 — City of San Diego 800 Scale 
      Engineering Map 
C.2 — Current and Historical USGS Maps 

 C.3  — Original Subdivision Map 
 C.4  — Sanborn Maps 

   1886/1887 
   1906 
    1921 
    1940 
    1950 
    1956 
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C.1 City of San Diego 800 Scale Engineering Map 
Map # 218-1737 

 
 
 

 



 

 

56 

 

C.2 Current USGS Map - 1994 
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C.2 Historical USGS Map - 1967 
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C.3 Original Subdivision Map 
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C.3 Original Subdivision Map 
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C.3 Original Subdivision Map 
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C.4 Sanborn Map – 1886/1887 
 
 
 

None for this area 
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C.4 Sanborn Map – 1906 
 
 
 

None for this area 
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C.4 Sanborn Map – 1921  
 
 
 

None for this area 
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C.4 Sanborn Map 387 – 1940 
 

 

 

 

 

None for this area 
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C.4 Sanborn Map – 1950 
 
 
 

None for this area 
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C.4 Sanborn Map – 1956 
Volume 2, Map # 299J 
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Attachment D 
Photographs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D.1 — Historical Photographs 
D.2 — Current Photographs 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Kensington Heights lot plan, circa 1927 

Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Aerial photograph of Kensington Heights from 1927 

Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Aerial photograph of Kensington Heights from 1927. 

View to the south.  Mission Valley is in the foreground. 
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Photo dates from approximately 1927.  Middlesex Drive looking east. 

All historical photos courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Ridgeway Drive in 1928 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Resource under construction in 1928 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource under construction in 1928 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource under construction in 1928 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource under construction in 1928 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource under construction in 1928 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource under construction in 1928 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource under construction in 1928 
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 D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 
Historical photographs courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Resource in 1929 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 

Taken from Milton Sessions' "San Diego Gardens" scrapbook 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 
Taken from Milton Sessions' "San Diego Gardens" scrapbook 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 
North (rear) elevation 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Resource in 1929 
Looking north 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929.  Model home 

furniture was provided by H.L. Benbough.
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

 Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929



 

 

91 

 

D.1 Historical Photograph 

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929 
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D.1 Historical Photograph 
Sales Renderings 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
Current photos by Kiley Wallace, November 2011 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Comparison photo below from Requa's 1926 book entitled Architectural 
Details: Spain and the Mediterranean 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
South and West elevations
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
Chimney viewed from the southwest 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Comparison photo below and paragraph excerpt from Requa's 
1929 book entitled Old World Inspiration for American 

Architecture 
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D.2 Current Photographs - West Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - West Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - West Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Comparison photo below from Requa's 1926 book entitled 
Architectural Details:  Spain and the Mediterranean 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Comparison photo below and paragraph excerpt from Requa's 1929 book 

entitled Old World Inspiration for American Architecture 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Comparison photo below from Requa's 
1926 book entitled Architectural Details: 

Spain and the Mediterranean 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - Rear Patio 
Looking north - view of pool and pool house 
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D.2 Current Photographs - North and East Elevations
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation 
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior 
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior 
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Photo below and paragraph excerpt 
from Requa's 1929 book entitled Old 

World Inspiration for American 
Architecture 
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior 
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior 
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Attachment E 
HRB Criteria  

Supplemental Documentation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E.1 — Criterion A 
E.2 — Criterion B 

 E.3  — Criterion C 
 E.4  — Criterion D 

E.5 — Criterion E 
E.6 — Criterion F 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
Tract Office of the Kensington Heights Company, 1927 

George T. Forbes, President, third from left.  Richard S. Requa, center 
Photos this page courtesy of the San Diego History Center 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tract Office in 1926, at the corner of Marlborough Dr. and Hilldale 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
San Diego Union article from January 20, 1929 featuring the resource 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
Back cover ad from the July / August 1930 issue of The Modern 

Clubwoman, featuring the resource 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
  Davis-Baker Company ad featuring the resource 

Courtesy of the San Diego History Center
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
San Diego Union 

February 10, 1929 
The bottom of this ad features an image of the resource
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
The Modern Clubwoman, December 1929, Volume III, Issue 3 

Features an article about the resource written by Richard Requa 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
Requa's article in the December 1929 issue of  

The Modern Clubwoman 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
Continuation of Requa's article in the December 1929 issue of  

The Modern Clubwoman  
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"Early Days in San Diego", a 1928 publication about Kensington Heights by 

the Davis-Baker Company 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 

"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 

"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"Early Days in San Diego" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
Article about Kensington Heights and the Davis-Baker Co. 

from the May 27, 1929 issue of the National Real Estate Journal 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
National Real Estate Journal article continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" by Anne D. Bullard.  

Discusses the resource, Requa, and George T. Forbes.
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" bibliography 
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E.1 Criterion A – Community History 
Excerpt from Dennis G. Sharp's article in the Summer / Fall 2003 issue of the Journal of 

San Diego History entitled "Reconstructed Adobe:  The Spanish Past in the 
Architectural Records of the San Diego Historical Society, 1907-1929". 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
George T. Forbes, third from left, in 1926 
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Photo from Kensington-Talmadge, 1910-1997 by Dr. Thomas H. Baumann, DDS 
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 E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
George T. Forbes was the first owner of 4256 Ridgeway 

 

 San Diego Union 
   July 29, 1974 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Excerpt from Kensington-
Talmadge, 1910-1997 by Dr. 
Thomas H. Baumann, DDS 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Thomas R. Hanna was the second owner of 4256 Ridgeway 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Thomas R. Hanna owned the Pickwick Hotel 

Historic photo inset on the left dates from 1929 
Historic photo courtesy of San Diego History Center 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
The 1930 U.S. Census showing Thomas R. Hanna and Rose Hanna living 

at 4256 Ridgeway 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Mark Hanna's Chrysler dealership, circa 1938.  He and his wife Josephine 

were the third owners of 4256 Ridgeway. 
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark Hanna's Chrysler / Plymouth dealership, 1941 

Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
       Ad for Mark Hanna's dealership 
           from the 1934 San Diego City Directory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Josephine Hanna obituary 
                  San Diego Union 
                    May 21, 1959 

Mark and Josephine Hanna listed in the 
1935 San Diego City Directory 
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   E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
San Diego Union 

July 28, 1964 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley and Miriam Finley were the fourth owners of 4256 Ridgeway 

The Billboard 
January 20, 1945 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley  

The Billboard 
February 3, 1945 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   The Billboard 
January 20, 1945 

Larry Finley listed in the 1943 San Diego City Directory 
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Billboard Magazine 
  January 12, 1946 

E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley 

   
           The Billboard 
        January 20, 1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 The Billboard 
June 16, 1945 
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Billboard Magazine 
January 12, 1946 

E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley 

  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Larry Finley at Los Angeles radio 
station KFWB in 1957 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Larry Finley's Restaurant, next to the Mocambo Nightclub on Hollywood's Sunset Strip, year 
unknown.  The building also housed the KFWB radio station, so Larry could broadcast live 

interviews with the celebrities that frequented the establishments. 

Finley (left) with composer Jimmy McHugh and 
Nat King Cole.  Ciro's Nightclub, Hollywood, 

California, 1955. 

Finley and Marie the Elephant in a 
publicity stunt for the KFWB radio 
station in Los Angeles.  1950's. 
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Billboard Magazine 
November 2, 1968 

Finley with gospel singer Mahalia Jackson.  Actual 
year of photo is unknown. 

E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley 

 
 
 

Billboard Magazine 
November 2, 1968 

Finley with senator Robert F. Kennedy 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Larry Finley 

Los Angeles Times 
April 8, 2000 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Alfred W. Harper and Grace Harper were the sixth owners of 4256 

Ridgeway 
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E.2 Criterion B – Historical Person 
Alfred W. Harper 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original site plan 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

181 

 

E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original foundation plan
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original floor plan - first floor
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original floor plan - second floor
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original north and south elevation 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original east and west elevation
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original interior details
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original details sheet
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original chimney and columns detail - page 1
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original chimney and columns detail - page 2
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original revised garage elevations
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original interior detail sheet
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Original doors and window grille detail sheet
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
San Diego Union 

March 1928 
Article about Requa's April 1928 trip to southern Europe and northern 

Africa.  Milton Sessions accompanied Requa on the trip. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Requas and Milton Sessions made their journey on the steamship 
Carinthia 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Another article about Requa's April 1928 trip to southern Europe and 

northern Africa.   

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  Viola Requa 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Continuation of article from previous page about Requa's April 1928 trip to 

southern Europe and northern Africa.   

 



 

 

196 

 

E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Ship passenger log from the SS Carinthia, dated June 16, 1928 

The log shows Richard & Viola Requa (Architect)  travelling with Milton 
Sessions (Landscape Designer).  An article about this journey is on the 

previous page. 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
The resource featured in the July 1986 issue of San Diego Home/Garden 

Magazine
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 2 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 3 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 4 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource  
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 5 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource  
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 6 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource  
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 7 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource  
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
One page feature on 4256 Ridgeway in the January / February 1990 issue 

of Twentyone Magazine 
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Article about 4256 Ridgeway featured in the December 2001 issue of San 

Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles
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E.3 Criterion C – Architecture 
Page 2 of December 2001 article in San Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect 
Richard S. Requa biography from the City of San Diego's 2009 List of 

Established Masters 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect 
Richard S. Requa, year unknown 

Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

Requa & Jackson listed under the 
Architectural Designers heading in 
the 1925 San Diego City Directory 

Richard S. Requa, year unknown 
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect 
Article written by Requa in California Garden magazine, August 1910 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
September 1910 conclusion of Requa's article from the previous issue of 

California Garden magazine
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect 
September 1910 conclusion of Requa's article from the previous issue of 

California Garden magazine
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
San Diego Union article written by Richard Requa 

September 20, 1925 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
San Diego Union article written by Richard Requa 

October 11, 1925 
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 E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
San Diego Union 

February 10, 1929 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  

San Diego Union 
June 11, 1941 

San Diego Union 
June 1941 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect 
 
 

 
 
 
  

San Diego Union 
June 1941 

San Diego Union 
July 1941 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect 
Requa pamphlet compiled in 1997 by Requa historian  

Parker H. Jackson 

 
 
 

  



 

 

218 

 

E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect  
Pamphlet from the "Historic Places:  Celebrating the Architecture of San 

Diego" educational series by the San Diego History Center. 
Richard Requa and 4256 Ridgeway were featured at the 

March 24, 2010 presentation. 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Landscape Designer 
Milton Sessions Biography from the City of San Diego's 2009 List of 

Established Masters 
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Landscape Designer 
Milton Sessions - Master Landscape Designer for Ridgeway House 

Historic photos of Milton Sessions' shop date from 1929.  Courtesy of the San Diego 
History Center 
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 E.4 Criterion D - Master Landscape Designer 
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