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E&t—a—Glance” Report Summary
Property Information & Applicable Criteria

Resource Type: _Single-family home
Resource Name (per HRB naming policy): The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard

Requa Model Home

Resource Address: 4256 Ridgeway, San Diego, CA 92116
APN: __440-031-09-00 Will you be Submitting a Mills Act Application
Following Designation? Y@ NQ
Date of Construction: _1929 Architect/Builder: _Richard S. Requa
Prior Resource Address (if relocated):
Date of Relocation:
Applicant’s Name: _Ronald V. May, RPA Owner's Name: Robert and Marilen Sedlock.
Address: Legacy 106, Inc. Address: 4256 Ridgeway
PO Box 15967, San Diego, CA 92175 San Diego, CA 92116
Phone #: (619) 269-3924 - Phone #: (619) 521-0199 or (619) 857-1596

Email: legacy106inc@agl.com Email: __marilens@cox.net.

The resource is being nominated for designation as a historical resource under:

[® HRB Criterion A as a special element of the City’s, a community’s or a neighborhood’s
O historical development [ archaeological development [ cultural development
0 social development [ economic development O political development [ aesthetic development
O engineering development [J landscaping development [ architectural development
for the following reason(s):The home reflects and exemplifies the development of Kensington
Heights as a community b “Cali i g
economic development model of George T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company.
O HRB Criterion B for its association with who/which is significant in
local, state or national history for the following reason(s):

® HRB Criterion C as a good/excellent example of Spanish Eclectic style

® HRRB Criterion D as a notable work of _Richard Requa , a Master _Architect
I Previously established as a Master O Proposed as a Master

1 HRB Criterion E as a property which has been determined eligible by the National Park Service for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places or is listed or has been determined cligible by the
State Historical Preservation Office for listing on the State Register of Historical Resources.

O HRB Criterion F as a contributing resource to the Historical District.
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State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
PRIMARY RECO RD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 3S
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 3 of 33 *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home

P1. Other Identifier: Ridgeway House, 4256 Ridgeway, San Diego, CA 92116

*P2. Location: [ ] Not for Publication [X] Unrestricted

*a. County: San Diego and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5 Quad: La Mesa Date: 1997 Maptech, Inc.T; R; Vsof Yaof Sec; M.D. B.M.
c. Address: 4256 Ridgeway City: San Diego Zip: 92116

d. UTM: Zone: 11 ;mE/ mN(G.P.S)

e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc.) Elevation: 380 feet

Legal Description: Lot two hundred eighty-five (285) in Kensington Heights Unit 3 according to map thereof filed in
the office of the County Recorder of said San Diego County, September 28, 1926. It is Tax Assessor’s Parcel

APN # 440-031-09-00.

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations,
size, setting, and boundaries) This house is a excellent two-story example of the Spanish Eclectic style. Itis a large
single-family residence designed by Richard Requa and Jackson as a model home in the Kensington neighborhood
of San Diego, and built in 1929. The South (front) elevation faces Ridgeway and utilizes an asymmetrical fagade. The
home features a combined hipped and gabled roof with irregularly laid mission fired clay tiles. (See Continuation
Sheet.)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) (HP2) Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: [X] Building [ ] Structure [ ] Object [ ] Site [] District [ ] Element of District

P5b. Description of Photo: (View, date, accession #)
View of South Elevation, Photo by Kiley Wallace, November 2011

4| *P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:
¥ .‘ Tia X! [X] Historic [[] Prehistoric [] Both
A ¢ WP
. "-vé ol T | Notice of Completion, 1929
Sl Index to Property (Lot Book) , 1929
v Tax Assessor’s Residential Building Record, 1929
San Diego Union, Article and Photos, 1929

*P7. Owner and Address:
Robert and Marilen Sedlock
8. - 4256 Ridgeway

e W ~ San Diego, CA 92116

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, and address)
Ronald V. May, RPA, Dale Ballou May and Kiley Wallace, Legacy 106, Inc., P.O. Box 15967, San Diego, CA 92175

*P9. Date Recorded: April 2012

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) Intensive

*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")

Historical Nomination of The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home, San Diego, California
for the City of San Diego, Historical Resources Board, by Ronald V. May, RPA and Dale Ballou May, and Kiley
Wallace, Legacy 106, Inc., April 2012. Legacy 106, Inc. is indebted to Linda Canada, Alexandra Wallace and
Christianne Knoop for extensive research, and other assistance with the preparation of this report.

*Attachments: |:| NONE |:| Location Map |:| Sketch Map |Z| Continuation Sheet |Z| Building, Structure, and
Object Record |:| Archaeological Record |:| District Record |:| Linear Feature Record |:| Milling Station Record
|:| Rock Art Record |:| Artifact Record |:| Photograph Record |:| Other (List):

DPR 523A *Required Information
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Page 4 of 33 *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home
*Recorded by:  Ronald V. May, RPA *Date: April 2012 [X] Continuation [_] Update

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations,
size, setting, and boundaries) (Continued): (See Attachment D, Photographs)

The subject property at 4256 Ridgeway is a Spanish Eclectic style home with an asymmetrical fagade and a
compound floor plan. This mixture of roof types and varying roof heights along with the home's complex irregular form
present an image of a small compact village breaking up the massing of this single family home. The homes clay
brick roof has the mortared double layering of tiles indicative of original roof tiles. The cross gabled front fagade
features an attached double garage with elaborate wooden garage door detailing and a small copula topped with a
decorative wrought iron weathervane. The house has a low pitched fired tile roof with minimal eave overhang and
rounded end rafter tails throughout. The home features stucco wall surfacing throughout. The main house is stepped
back from the protruding front garage wing. This is an excellent landmark example of a Spanish eclectic home by
Richard Requa. The home displays multi-level hipped and some gable roofs on most elevations with short rounded
bottom edge rafter-tails below the roofline. The home has the characteristic defining architectural features of the
Spanish Eclectic or "California Style" home as Requa referred to it, including the asymmetrical fagade, low pitched
red tile roof, eaves with shallow overhangs, stucco surfacing, arches above doors and principal windows and beneath
porch roofs. The home also exhibits some rare features in the style including its use of a large rear pushed out "store
front" all glass bay window to better connect the living area with the outstanding view down to San Diego Mission de
Alcala and Mission Valley. Windows and doors are blue painted wood and metal unless otherwise noted. The home
has a 100% intact building footprint with no attached additions. The house has retained excellent architectural
integrity.

This Spanish Eclectic, also known as the Spanish Colonial revival style, became popular in 1915 with the creation of
the California pavilion and other buildings for the Panama California Exposition in San Diego. At the exposition,
architect Bertram Goodhue built upon earlier mission revival styles and added a more varied and accurate
representation of original 16th century Spanish buildings. This romantic, sophisticated style borrowed from a broader
rich vocabulary of Moorish, Spanish Baroque, Renaissance and Mediterranean architectural traditions with detailing
often based on actual prototypes in Spain. Many important architects of the style (including Requa) traveled to Spain
for inspiration. The San Diego Exposition, along with Goodhue and other designers, publicized and promoted the
style's popularity and it became a craze in California in around 1925.

South (Front) Elevation — The main front fagade is dominated by a double arched covered entry loggia with a
recessed doorway below an elaborately carved upper story window grille and the projecting chimney. This chimney
on the front of the left (west) side cantilevers out and has stucco surfacing matching the rest of the home. The
chimney has an elaborated arched and stepped top with clay tile roofed side vents. The chimney juts out on the
second level projecting out above wooden brackets and along the outside of the front exterior wall up above the clay
tile roof. This roof has fired Mission half barrel tiles in a rustic hand laid pattern. From left to right, on the west side of
the home, to the left of the chimney, the side view is visible of a cantilevered second story overhang is covered by the
main roof and is supported with wooden brackets matching those on the chimney. To the right of the chimney sits a
double casement window flanked by decorative painted wooden shutters. Next, along the second floor, the main
fagade is dominated by a rustic carved wood painted boxed window grille with a larger central opening around a
divided wooden grillwork. The window grille is covered and under the main roof. The boxed window grille allows the
double casement windows behind to open outward. This boxed window grille is supported by two double brackets
sitting on an arched side beam. To the right of the window grille, the home projects out about five feet and contains
an arched fixed window at midlevel height between the upper and lower floors disclosing the stairway on the interior.
To the right is a double metal rectangular casement window in a three and three divided light configuration. This
window is flanked by paneled shutters matching the others on the home. To the right of this window, where the main
portion of the home meets the garage, is a partially overhanging stucco balconet with double French doors and
matching paneled shutters. Interestingly, one paneled shutter faces south to the front while the other is seen on the
side gabled wall face facing west in the corner. The front public view of the front elevation is partially obscured by
vegetation.

The home's main feature on the first floor of the front fagade is the arcaded porch. Two principal arches on the
arcaded entry porch/loggia frame an arched inset colored "bottle bottom" stain glass casement window and a
recessed arched doorway. A stylized chamfered multi-faced column supports the archways with a decorative relief
echoing the column as it merges into the walls on both sides. The front doorway is arched with a multi-paneled
arched door with ornamental Moorish iron nail studs placed along the vertical door muntins and the outside edge. A
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*P3a. Description(continued):

middle panel is filled with simple clear glazed opening. Decorative tiles are used on entry steps and patio as well as
a built-in side facing entryway bench. A decorative projecting lighting sconce rests above the central column. To the
left (east), a painted metal double casement window is inset into the wall. To the right of the covered porch a
rectangular front private walled in courtyard is separated from the front yard by an approximately 5' high stucco wall
along the garage. Behind this walled courtyard area is a window grouping consisting of three vertical rows. The outer
two rows are side opening casement and the middle window being a fixed multi-paneled window. A small painted
wood-plank door connects to the front walk and driveway area. On the eastern side of the property a clay tile roofed
wing wall with an arched opening connects the front (south) and side yard (east). An arched wrought iron gate fills the
arched opening and sits below a decorative metal light fixture.

The cross gabled front fagade features an attached double garage topped by a small copula with brick detailing
capped with a decorative wrought iron weathervane. The cylinder shaped copula has rounded tile vents with the
decorative weather vane showing a profile cat and mouse motif along with North/South East and West directions.
Elaborate wood door detailing is seen on the front garage portion. The attached double front garage door contains a
decorative diagonal wood pattern and notched and arched top beam. Buttress piers project out from the garage front
corners and become built in raised planters.

West Elevation— The West elevation continues the hipped fired red clay Mission half barrel roof, with the side view of
the cantilevered chimney topping the roof top on the protruding main wing of the home. To the left of the chimney,
below the hipped roofline, a cantilevered second story overhang is covered by the main roof and supported by six
curved wooden brackets. On the face of this overhanging wall face are two separate single casement windows with
single decorative shutters sitting between them. To the left a small wooden balcony protrudes out to the north (left)
visible from the side with a single column supporting the extending roof. The balcony is supported by carved
decorative supports. Below the cantilevered portion on this main central portion of the facade below the overhang an
arched recessed opening holds two square four paneled casement windows with a two paned toplight above. Directly
below this windows sits a rectangular attic vent opening with a grille made from two rows of five round clay tiles.

To the front (south) of this elevation the garage copula is visible on the side with its red tile openings all around. The
side view of the front solid stucco balcony is visible where the main house and garage wing converge. The balcony
merges with the garage roof on the east side and is supported by a single carved bracket on the west side. The
balcony has a canvas covering supported by two pole supports. Directly below this balcony a wooden door is topped
with a single pane top-light. A handmade metal lighting fixture sits above the doorway. The door contains four glazed
panels separated by horizontal muntins. To the right along the wall face is a built in stucco grille created by square
fenestrations in a four by three configuration. This grille is facing from the garage onto the front courtyard area and is
partially hidden with the front courtyard wall.

On the north facing wing to the left, the roof overhang is pierced by a large stucco chimney with an elaborate double
triangular chimney top. The chimney width decreases above the roofline with the left edge narrowing at the roof line
overhang. On the wall face on both sides of this large side chimney are tall rectangular multi-pane rectangular double
casement windows with a fixed portion above and topped with an opening top light overhead. Directly below these tall
rectangular windows sits to the right (south) a rectangular attic opening vent with a grille made of two rows of five
round clay tiles. Below the other window on the left (north) below is a painted wooden plank access door. On the
northern end of this wing the side view of the large paned glass observation/view area is visible with metal chamfer
joints further described in the north fagade description.

North (Rear) Elevation— This elevation continues the hipped fired red clay Mission half barrel roof with little
overhang and exposed rafter beams matching the other elevations. The side view of the chimney with triangular clay
tiles tops the roof top on the protruding main wing of the home. The North elevation second floor is characterized by
small patios on each side of the protruding middle wing. On the east (left) side the patio is a small grey painted
wrought iron platform with a simple metal railing supported by four curved ornamental supports with hammered
scrollwork. To the right is a single small metal hanging light fixture. The northeast edge of this wall has a 45 degree
chamfer on upper and lower levels with a square 1x4 divided light casement windows above. To the left is a double
rectangular casement window. On the western wing end, to the right on the second floor is a covered wooden
balcony with seven support beams and carved corbel supports bracing the wooden floor. A lathe turned spindle
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*P3a. Description(continued):

wooden balustrade with a carved support on the east and a single corner support column on the west (right) side
supports the extended clay tile roof. A single rectangular wooden door is flanked by a small decorative metal light to
the left. Inset French doors connect to the rear fountain.

On the first floor the fagade is dominated by the innovative and absolutely unique huge rear storefront or "Airview"
bay window (as it was called in advertising) on the main projecting wing with metal edges holding very large sections
of bevel edged glass. This provided those in the living room at the time before development with a huge glass
greenhouse view of mission valley and the San Diego Mission. Underneath are stepped plant/pottery stands below
the wooden window bottom sill. Beneath is a decorative grille made of round fired ceramic tiles in a six by nine
configuration. To the right is a1x4 divided light painted double metal casement window matching the other seen on
the house. Below on each side are attic vents with round clay tile vent grilles.

On the left side facing out from the dining room directly below the balcony above are double brown painted wooden
French doors with four rectangular glazed panels in each door. These inset French doors connect to the rear fountain
terrace area. This rear elevated square patio section functions as an outdoor room of the house with built in benches
and large site walls along the outside edge. An opening for a built in metal railing provides for a view facing the rear.
An eight sided star shaped fountain with original tile work is the central feature of this rear patio area. The patio
flooring consist of red one foot square Spanish tile throughout.

These connecting French doors are flanked by matched decorative wall sconces on each side followed by a double
inset rectangular casement window to the right (west) and a single rectangular casement window to the left (east). All
are in a 4x1configuration. To the left is an inset arched window opening with a square casement below and a fixed
arched section above. Pushed back to the left (east) a small wall section holds a matching double casement painted
metal window. Back behind to the left, a wooden door connects with the garage. A rear pool and pool house which is
unconnected to the home in the rear lower yard area was accomplished in 1987. This addition is exceptionally well
blended with the home and is not in the public view.

East Elevation — This portion of the house faces the neighboring property to the east. These side elevations are
generally less elaborate and detailed than those on the front and rear elevations. On top, the triangular chimney is
again visible above the hipped fired red clay Mission half barrel tile roof. As with the rest of the house, the roof has
minimal overhang with angle cut short rafter tails with curved bottom edges. The medium grit stucco matches the rest
of the home. From left to right (front), along the single level front garage, an inset double casement window faces out
from the side of the garage. Each rectangular casement window is divided into three glazed panels by two muntins.
Two modern lights just below rafter level provide security along this side of the house. To the right, the home's main
portion is two story with an inset single and double rectangular casement window on the upper level fagcade. The
double window to the right is flanked by paneled shutters matching those on the front fagade of the house. These
shutters have built round wrought iron clay planter holders which were a favorite detail of Requa's as seen in his
books and are seen called out on the original plans as pot rings.

Below these windows on the lower floor two inset openings reveal matching rectangular painted metal casement
windows in a 1x 4 configuration. To the right on a stepped back portion of the main house a rectangular double
casement window sits on top with planter pot holder and no shutters with and a matching double painted metal
casement window below. The chamfered northeast edge of this room can be seen on this elevation. The windows on
this 45 degree chamfered edge wall are described on the North elevation. The main architectural feature of this
elevation is the main wall opening stepped back to the right along the side of the living room rear wing facing the
patio. The wall has a single large slightly inset opening with four rectangular fixed clear transom lights with wooden
surrounds above and a large single pane fixed glass window below. The blue painted window surround has a wide
surround to align with the bottom rail of the single matching wooden French doors, one to each side of the central
window. This large perforated wall section is flanked by hanging metal lighting fixtures on each side and a metal rod
holding large exterior cloth privacy curtains. This rear elevated square patio section functions as an outdoor room of
the house with built in benches and large site walls along the outside edge. An opening for a built in metal railing
provides for a view facing the rear. An eight sided star shaped fountain with original tile work is the central feature of
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*P3a. Description(continued):

this rear patio area. The patio flooring consist of red one foot square Spanish tile throughout. To the right (north) side
the side view of the unusual protruding glass bay window described above is visible with metal connecting single
pane flat chamfer edged glass with angled glass top.

Interior Architectural Features — (proposed for inclusion in designation.) The living room, foyer, staircase, and
dining room remain in original condition and exhibit architecturally defining features that contributes to the historical
significance of this house. Of particular note is the open living room with exposed rafters and interior living room
second level balcony with lathe turned spindle wood balustrade supported by double decorative brackets. The hand
hammered copper fireplace hoods also show exceptional period craftsmanship and although not shown in the historic
interior photos, they are specified and described on the original interior plans. The main entry has a ribbed vault-like
ceiling with wooden half timbering inset into the roof stucco finish. The foyer floor and staircase steps and risers are
high quality terra cotta tiles that were finely set. The risers include polychrome Spanish Eclectic glazed tiles. Adjacent
to the staircase is a finely crafted wrought iron stair railing that exhibits hand wrought scrollwork that is secured with
thin metal straps, rivets, and screws holding the top railing. Hand hammering of the metal is evident in the flared
terminals. Interior doors closely match the main heavy "medieval style" paneled front exterior door. Original wrought
iron railings, lighting fixtures door and window hardware are visible throughout the home's interior.

Landscaping/ Yard Setting — Although the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home was
designed by recognized Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape
architect, the front yard of the home and the majority of the rear yard of the home has been replaced. Therefore,
Legacy 106 Inc. concludes that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it retains sufficient original fabric and
integrity to embody the distinctive elements of the design of the Landscape Designs of Milton P. Sessions. The front
yard has an array of palms and other mature landscaping including the original separated concrete walkway from the
sidewalk to the front door.
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B1. Historic Name: 4256 Ridgeway

B2. Common Name: 4256 Ridgeway B3. Original Use: Single Family Property

B4. Present Use: Single Family Property

*B5. Architectural Style: Spanish Eclectic

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)

The residential building record shows the home was built in 1929. The City of San Diego has the following building
permits on record: Notice of Completion is dated July 18, 1929. Water and sewer permits could not be located as is
common in the Kensington Heights neighborhood. Permits L33465 and L34485, for a kitchen remodel are dated
March 25, 1977. Permits A30372 and A30845, for a pool and pool-house added to the rear portion of the lot are
dated October 10,1984. This addition is at the rear of the house and out of the public view. (See Continuation Sheet).
Permit P-806294-00 was for the replacement of a damaged sewer line and is dated October 26, 2001.

*B7. Moved? XINo [J Yes [] Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:
B9a. Architect: Richard Requa b. Builder: Davis-Baker Company

*B10. Significance: Theme: Residential Architecture Area: Kensington Heights (San Diego)

Period of Significance: 1929 Property Type: Single-Family Property Applicable Criteria: A, C and D

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.
Also address integrity.) The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home at 4256 Ridgeway is
significant under Criterion “A” as a special element of the Kensington architectural and economic development. The
George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is the best known example of Requa-designed
architectural elements from published photos from the 1926 and 1928 Portland Cement Company sponsored field
research of Spanish and Mediterranean architecture interpreted in residential home architecture. The home s
significant under Criterion “C” as an excellent example of Spanish Eclectic style architecture. Architect Richard
Requa of the firm Requa & Jackson designed this home after field expeditions to Spain and the Mediterranean
sponsored by the Portland Cement Company. The home's design features are a direct result of this expedition. It is
also significant under Criterion “D” as an excellent example of the work of established Master Architect Richard
Requa. This particular house is significant as an example of Requa gaining inspiration from his recent (late 1920's)
travels to Spain described in his books Old World Inspiration for American Architecture and Architectural Details of
Spain and the Mediterranean. Requa utilized this inspiration to create rich architectural detailing that would become
known the basis for a Southern California style of architecture that would incorporate Spanish, Mexican and
Mediterranean styles. Widely published, the home's design contributed to the advancement of the Spanish Eclectic
style in San Diego and elsewhere. The period of significance, 1929, encompasses the date of construction of the
home and the landscape design and instillation. This house has been well maintained and has excellent integrity
within the public view. (See Continuation Sheet.)

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) none
*B12. References: (See Continuation Sheet)

B13. Remarks: none
*B14. Evaluator: Ronald V. May, RPA, Kiley Wallace

*Date of Evaluation: April 2012

(This space reserved for official comments.)
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*B10. Significance (continued):

Criterion A: Exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City’s, a community’s or a neighborhood'’s historical,
archaeological, cultural, social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural development.

The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home at 4256 Ridgeway qualifies under
Criterion A, as it reflects and exemplifies special elements of Kensington Heights development. The
following discussion explains the background for this conclusion. The George T. Forbes/ Richard Requa
Model Home exemplifies and reflects the development of Kensington Heights as a community based on the
"California Architecture" design philosophy of Richard Requa and economic development model of George
T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company. The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model
Home is associated with significant aspects of Kensington's development in the early 20th century history of
San Diego’s real estate, economic, architectural, and aesthetic development. George Forbes created the
Kensington Heights subdivision in 1926 and commissioned Master Architect Richard Requa 1929 to design
this model home. The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is also significant
under Criterion "A" as it is the best example of the 1930's Great Depression era Davis-Baker Company,
Portland Cement Company, and Richard Requa marketing strategy to appeal to the wealthy elite lot buyers
and home builders. This particular phase happened at the point in time when the worst impact of the Wall
Street Crash of 1929 devastated the real estate development market, so the marketing strategy involved
erection of the best example of what could be done and all stages were carefully documented in newspaper
accounts showing construction and listing the craftsmen selected for the homes construction.

The house contributes to understanding the built landscape of Kensington Heights. Forbes brought Southern
California’s creation of a built identity through planned communities with Southern California style architecture that
drew from Mediterranean and Spanish architecture that evolved into neighborhoods that have a distinct cohesive
design, and that now characterize Kensington Heights. Through architect Richard Requa’s architectural design and
review and the subdivision’s design controls, the style would be replicated and interpreted in many variations to form
the greater neighborhood of Kensington Heights Unit 3. The character of that style is preserved today in much of the
overall Kensington community, forming a unique neighborhood that today has much of the same character and feel
intended by the subdivision’s creators. He achieved local historical significance in the City of San Diego by a
partnership that implemented the Civic Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, City of San Diego in the 1926
Nolen Plan. Forbes worked to create one of the earliest of the planned subdivisions in San Diego County, which
annexed to the City of San Diego in the 1950’s.

The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is significant under Criterion A because the
house reflects special elements of Kensington Heights' architectural, historical, aesthetic, and economic
development. The house is important for its role in promoting the Southern California style neighborhoods in San
Diego County. The house is also key to understanding the early layout and sales strategy of Kensington Heights, as
Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company used on model example / showcase houses. Forbes used the showcase
house to convince hundreds and perhaps thousands of visitors to invest in the subdivision. He used the house as a
key drawing card to bring prospective investors and homeowners into Kensington Heights to view the home’s modern
amenities so they too could live in this architecturally controlled community.

The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is the best known example of the real estate
marketing campaigns of Forbes, Davis Baker Company and the Portland Cement Company where photos of actual
historical buildings in Spain, Italy, and the Mediterranean can be directly related to Requa-designed architectural
elements on a house that influenced the future development of Kensington Heights.

Introduction. Although the Kensington and Talmadge communities now have a number of individual homes that
have been designated as historic for their significance, there remains much to be learned about how these
neighborhoods developed, the reasons for the architectural styles that were built, and the lives of the people who
lived and worked there. Criterion A evaluations are often complicated because they require the presentation of broad
contexts and associations to establish the significance of the special elements of importance. The single most
important mechanism to bring new information forward to better understand these communities is the intensive
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research associated with individual houses nominations. Legacy 106, Inc. and other researchers and homeowners
have written additional nominations that now form an important body of primary research about the area.1

Kensington Community History. A fact that is often overlooked today in the pairing of the “Kensington / Talmadge”
neighborhoods is the reality that Kensington is really the product of 13 different subdivision maps filed between April
1910 and March 1976. The Talmadge neighborhoods developed separately from nearby Kensington, with a total of
11 subdivision maps filed between December 1925 and August 1944. The majority of these maps were filed by
owners, investors, and promoters unrelated to the others, and with varying degrees of experience in subdivision
development. In the case of Kensington Heights, with its three Units, owner George Forbes hired the experienced
Los Angeles development firm the Davis-Baker Company:

The development of Kensington Heights has been carried out under the personal direction of
Harrison R. Baker, Chairman of the Subdividers and Homebuilders Division of the California Real
Estate Association and a member of the Subdividers Division of the National Association. The
project was not an experiment but involved the application of policies previously employed
successfully in extensive developments in the city of Pasadena. The firm is a co-partnership
composed of Richard D. Davis and Harrison R. Baker, each of whom has served as president of
the Pasadena Realty Board. In Pasadena the firm has developed some twenty subdivisions, and
possesses the enviable record of over nine hundred homes on them. More than 60 per cent of the
lots have homes on them, while one family in every thirty in Pasadena lives on a lot developed by

the Davis-Baker Company.2

Probably the most familiar source of information about the history of the Kensington and Talmadge communities is a
book written by Kensington resident and dentist Dr. Thomas H. Baumann, D.D.S. Baumann published Kensington-
Talmadge 1910-1985, to mark the 75" anniversary of the community, although in actuality the date commemorated
the filing of the first subdivision map on the mesa, Kensington Park. The “Kensington Book” is a favorite of residents
in both the Talmadge and Kensington communities, and has been reprinted by his daughter, Darlene Baumann
Love.3 Baumann lists each of these subdivisions on page 32 for Kensington and 71 for Talmadge, in the 2™ edition.
The distinctions between these tracts have blurred over time, and today planners group the thirteen Kensington
subdivisions into “Kensington” and eleven Talmadge tracts into “Talmadge” as part of the Mid Cities Community Plan.
The filing of individual maps is important to the history of the house, because Kensington Heights, which developed in
three “Units,” is unrelated in development history to nearby Kensington Manor with its two Units, Kensington Point, or
the first tract in the area, Kensington Park, located south of Kensington Heights Unit 1. An observer might look at the
Kensington and Talmadge neighborhoods and assume these areas all developed together, as today they appear to
be two connected communities.

These independent origins help explain why there are differing architectural styles of houses, such as Craftsman
bungalows, nearer to Adams Avenue, and none north of Lymer Drive, in this predominantly “Spanish” themed
community. It also explains why the houses in Kensington Heights tend to be more elaborate than the houses further

! Researchers Kathleen Flanigan, Parker Jackson, Beth Montes and Christianne Knoop, Priscilla Berge, Kathleen
Crawford, Ruth Alter, Linda Canada, Jaye Furlonger, Scott Moomijian, Esq., Vonn Marie May, and lone Stiegler,
name only few who have studied the Kensington and/or Talmadge areas. In addition, see Anne D. Bullard, “1926,
The Formative Year of Kensington Heights,” The Journal of San Diego History, Spring 1995, Volume 41, Number 2;
Mary M. Taschner, "Richard Requa: Southern California Architect, 1881-1941, a Master's thesis for the University of
San Diego; Larry R. Ford, Metropolitan San Diego: How Geography and Lifestyle Shape a New Urban Environment
Metropolitan Portraits), 2004; and Architects lone Stiegler, AIA with M. Wayne Donaldson, AlA in the Historical
Greater Mid-City San Diego Preservation Strategy, 1996 and January 8, 1997.

2 “How Subdivision Sales Were Created by an Intensive Home Building Program,” National Real Estate Journal,
May 27, 1929, page 26.

3 After Baumann’s death, the Kensington-Talmadge Community Association updated the first edition and reprinted it
as a second edition in 1997, and named it Kensington-Talmadge 1910-1997. In 2010, Love printed a Centennial
Edition of her father’s book, which updated and added new information to the community’s history.
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south, and why Kensington Heights Unit 3 has more lots in-filled with post Depression era style homes than the
research associated with individual houses nominations. Legacy 106, Inc. and other researchers and homeowners

have written additional nominations that now form an important body of primary research about the area.4

Manor tracts of Kensington Heights Unit 1. Once all the lots were sold and developed and the deed restrictions
expired, the differences between the tract boundaries blurred.

Rancho Ex Mission Lots. All of the Kensington and Talmadge acreage originates from former land known as
“Rancho Ex Mission Lots,” which have a layer of ownership, leases, and uses invisible today to the present owners,
as these transactions which preceded the filing of the subdivision maps never appear on chain-of-titte documents.
Much of this land came onto the real estate market through the heirs to the Rancho Ex Mission Lots and into hands
such as banker George Burnham, Vice President of the Southern Trust and Commerce Bank. “The Map of the First
Unit Kensington Heights” states under “A Better Improvement Plan”:

Of the 240 acres which comprises Kensington Heights, 100 acres on the mesa will be developed at
the present time into restricted residential property. For many, many years this tract has been held

intact by its former owners — the Mason family. It has changed hands but once in forty years.5

The development of the Kensington Mesa in the second decade of the nineteenth century fits into the greater pattern
of housing development nationwide, as America got back onto its feet following the devastating worldwide effects of
World War I. By 1921-1924, many of the veterans had returned to America and there was both a nationwide shortage
of available homes and a slowly reviving economy that brought building materials and new home construction back
on track. From this, arose the “Better Homes Movement,” and what followed would be a decade of new construction
that transformed communities across America, and in particular, Southern California, as large tracts of land became
available and desirable for development. The Kensington Park tract, south of Kensington Heights, fits into this early
period of San Diego’s development.

4 Researchers Kathleen Flanigan, Parker Jackson, Beth Montes and Christianne Knoop, Priscilla Berge, Kathleen
Crawford, Ruth Alter, Linda Canada, Jaye Furlonger, Scott Moomijian, Esqg., Vonn Marie May, and lone Stiegler,
name only few who have studied the Kensington and/or Talmadge areas. In addition, see Anne D. Bullard, “1926,
The Formative Year of Kensington Heights,” The Journal of San Diego History, Spring 1995, Volume 41, Number 2;
Mary M. Taschner, "Richard Requa: Southern California Architect, 1881-1941, a Master's thesis for the University of
San Diego; Larry R. Ford, Metropolitan San Diego: How Geography and Lifestyle Shape a New Urban Environment
Metropolitan Portraits), 2004; and Architects lone Stiegler, AIA with M. Wayne Donaldson, AlA in the Historical
Greater Mid-City San Diego Preservation Strategy, 1996 and January 8, 1997.

° Readers interested in this early history are directed to Historical Nomination of the Commander Wilbur V. and
Martha E. Shown / and Louise Severin House, 4394 North Talmadge Drive and Historical Nomination of the Frank B.
and Vinnie A. Thompson House, 5191 Hastings Road, Kensington Heights Unit 2, “George T. Forbes Spec House
No. 1,” Historical Landmark Number 755, by Legacy 106, Inc. In particular, additional research into the Mason family
(Evalyn and John Mason) of Mission Valley, who owned Rancho Ex Mission Lot 47, and Willard W. Whitney, who
owned Lot 23, would be an interesting line of inquiry into this early history, before the present subdivisions were
formed.
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1920s and 1930s, Two Distinct Decades of Development. The erection of this house just prior to the Great
Depression seems relevant as a special element, as the houses built prior to the period of the Great Depression
stand out from the ones built after 1930, because of the economic stresses that were not present in the 1925-1929
boom period. Few builders in this depression period had the financial means to build, with a few distinct exceptions.
The few builders who were able to remain viable during this period had to adapt to the economic restrictions of the
time, and provided badly needed jobs and purchasing of materials from local suppliers when very little business was
going on. During the depression thousands of buyers defaulted, builders went out of business, lenders assumed title
to lots and houses, and the Davis-Baker Company, like all businesses, experienced a stressed market. Several

houses in Kensington remained vacant and the lenders rented to Navy and Army personnel, who had a dependable
income.

These homes also stand out from the houses built after 1935, when home buyer’s style preferences were changing
as people started to find the economy rising out of the Great Depression, and new federal policies encouraged
economizing, smaller homes, modernization, and materials efficiencies in ways that had a dramatic effect on house
styles for the next generation of home buyers.

The strategy of building high end “Artistic Homes” appealed to affluent buyers who had the means to acquire luxury
properties, and this was a prestigious location when the proximity to the neighboring houses was taken into
consideration. Rather than design and build all the Kensington Heights lots, it is possible that the Davis-Baker

Company recruited “a number of reliable builders....to work with us in building these homes.”6 Davis-Baker Company
arranged loans, reviewed the plans, and marketed the finished products. Davis-Baker built their own “specimen
homes” in which as many as 4,000 people, they claim, went through in one day:

The Davis Baker Company building program created 152 houses in Kensington Heights by 1929, two thirds of which
were occupied. Half the lots were sold. In that year, this constituted 10% of all the houses built in San Diego. These
house designs received careful review by the firm of Requa and Jackson:

The committee consisted of a representative of the owners, a representative of the selling agents,
and the supervising architect. Fortunately, at the head of the committee was placed Richard S.
Requa, authority on Mediterranean architecture, who used his talents to perfect what he prefers to
term “California Architecture.”...Mr. Requa using the pure Spanish architecture of the mission
(Mission San Diego de Alcala) as the keynote, has brought the district into harmony with the
Spanish tradition and the historic significance of the spot--- for it was here that California began.

All architecture in the property has been restricted to the California type, namely, Spanish and
Mediterranean adapted to California. Every plan submitted has been carefully scrutinized by the

committee and many of them worked over by Mr. Requa'’s office before final approval.

By August of 1931, the Davis-Baker Company announced that already this year fifteen houses had been completed,
or nearly completed, for an overall value of $150,000.

George T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company; The Early Development of Kensington Heights, and
Intensive Home Building Program. Santa Monica, California resident George Thomas Forbes, a native of Kansas
and real estate broker and developer, was alerted to the availability of a large tract of acreage in San Diego, which he

purchased in ‘I922.8 Forbes partnered with the Davis-Baker Company of Pasadena and architect Richard Requa to

® Ibid

" “How Subdivision Sales Were Created by an Intensive Home Building Program,” National Real Estate Journal,
May 27, 1929, pages 27-28.

8 According to his obituary in the San Diego Union on July 29, 1974, Forbes “was the owner of George Forbes

Real Estate and served one term as president of the San Diego Board of Realtors. He was among the developers of
Kensington Heights and a partner in the promotion of the Allied Gardens, Del Cerro and San Carlos subdivisions.”

Forbes discussed some of this early history in an oral history he gave to the San Diego Historical Society in 1973,
although by that time his recollection of this early period was fading.
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develop the new, architecturally-supervised community into an exclusive, residential tract of modern and beautiful

homes that would become a high-class residential park.” With its proximity to the new State College and Herbert
Hoover high school, as well as other nearby schools, Forbes found the location, and Mission Valley rim vs. mountain
views, ideal for an “investment-quality” tract that buyers would find rivaled exclusive communities such as Beverly

Hills and the Oak Knoll section of Pasadena.

The attractive signs used by the firm, the pictorial outlay of streets, the fine character of the
improvements installed and the restrictive efforts of the concern to uphold the high nature of t heir
residential projects, all contribute to ranking New Windsor Square among the firm’s finest
developments. The reputation of the company for subdivisions is high; reports from the firm state

that $3,600,000 worth of houses exist on Davis-Baker tracts.11

By January 3, 1926, the San Diego Union’s Sunday Development Section featured large advertisements announcing
“Kensington Heights — Opening Soon . . . Development plans will soon transform Kensington Heights into one of San
Diego’s most charming residential districts . . . Further announcements will be made as the plans develop.” The
forthcoming announcements complemented the natural assets of valley and mountain views with soon-to-be-installed
improvements of in-place utilities, gently curving streets pre-paved and curbed, elegant “Electrolier” ornamental lights
spaced throughout the tract, and generous lot sizes with accompanying restrictions for setbacks, residential uses,

and minimum building costs per structure that exceeded much of the rest of San Diego.12

Future homebuyers were guaranteed a ready-to-move-in community, absent the annoyance of unpaved roads and
off-into-the-future infrastructure. Announcements declared “Torn-up streets will never bother you because sewers,
water, light and gas are in, with connections now being arranged for every lot. Ornamental street lights provide a rare
individuality.” Davis-Baker Company also installed new shrubbery and thousands of trees in the parkways, including

three varieties of eucalyptus and palms, two forms of acacia, Lombardy poplars, and oleanders.13 Initial

advertisements in 1927 showed new homes selling for $7,900, $9,000, $16,500, and over $20,000 paid by George
Prudden, owner of Prudden Metal Airplane Company, for the Richard Requa model home on Middlesex and

Marlborough Drives.14

On February 2, 1926, the San Diego County Supervisors voted to create a Resolution of Intention to improve
Kensington Heights, which created an assessment improvement district. The cost of the improvements were paid by
the sale of bonds, which were a lien on all of the property in the district. The bonds ran for fifteen years and the tract
promoters promised no principal payments would be due in the first five years, with only interest due, and the
principal retired afterwards in ten annual installments.

® See Baumann, pages 16-24; San Diego Union, June 13, 1926, “Lovely Valley Vistas, Mountain View Add to Charms
of Kensington Heights: Opening of Second Unit of Tract Meets With Fine Response From People.”

19 “Plane Builder Buys Dwelling: George H. Prudden Reported to Have Paid More Than $20,000 for Prize House,”
San Diego Union, February 13, 1927.

1 Allen Headrick: Star-News, April 7, 1928, “Property Being Developed on East Mountain Street Seen Logical
Development in Built-Up District; Davis-Baker Company Handling Tract.”

2 san Diego Union, October 3, 1926, “Kensington Heights Builders Boast ‘Finest’ Electroliers in Southland”;

and San Diego Historical Society Photograph No. 6732-5, Kensington, 1927.

13 san Diego Union advertisement, January 9, 1927; San Diego Union, February 5, 1928, “$310,500 Is Spent For
Home Construction In Rapidly-Growing East-End Subdivision.”

4 See San Diego Union, June 26, 1927, “New Beautiful Homes Being Completed in Kensington Heights.”
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The San Diego Union announced on March 7, 1926, “Improvement of Kensington Heights Tract to Be Started in
Fortnight: Supervisors Expect to Name Contractor for Development Work Next Week.” The article named “Rick”
Davis of the Davis-Baker Company in charge of development, Paul R. Watson as the engineer in charge of the
improvement district work, and Donald E. Forker as the “publicist who styled Kensington Heights the world’s best
home location.” The improvements for the tract were being installed through an improvement bond approved by the
City of San Diego, and bids for the contract for the work were being accepted. Contractor and developer David. H.
Ryan received the road paving and grading contract for Unit 1 and O.U. Miracle won the contract for the

improvements in Units 2 and 3.

The Spanish Colonial Theme of Kensington Heights Custom homes in Kensington Park were an eclectic mix of
Craftsman bungalow, Mission Revival, Spanish Eclectic, and Pueblo styles that many prospective homebuyers found
unsettling Robert Sedlock (1958:2-4). The Kensington Land Company responded to make their real estate more
luxurious by creating deed restrictions and a Supervisory Architectural Board to enforce Spanish style as the only
acceptable architecture. At that same time, Requa had a column in the San Diego Union at the time where he
promoted Spanish and Mexican style homes built with the new materials of the day. The Kensington Land Company
retained Requa to chair the board in August of 1925. Nine months later on May 24, 1926, George Forbes, Sr. of the
Kensington Heights Company induced Requa to extend Supervisory Review Board oversight of house designs in Unit
2. Four months later on September 28, 1926, Forbes added Unit 3 to the review. This latter subdivision included
twenty-four exclusive rim lots with underground utilities (Sedlock 1958:4). Forbes set the prices for those lots at
$1200 to $1500 and completed homes with those lots sold as high as $19,000 (Forbes 1973). When times got tough
during the Great Depression, Forbes used his own money to hire Requa to design the homes (AD 1007-063, San
Diego Historical Society Research Archives).

Architectural Review, and Deed Restrictions for Setting and Design Unique to the Kensington Heights
Community. The architectural restrictions set up by Davis Baker limited the property to residential purposes only with
customary out-buildings including a private garage, all to be fairly worth not less than $5,000.00. No temporary
dwellings, outside lavatories, advertising signs, or outbuildings for residential purposes were permitted, only one
single, first-class private residence.

That before the commencement of construction upon any building or buildings which may be erected upon
said property, or upon any portion hereof, within Five (5) years from the date thereof, there shall be
furnished to, and approved by the Seller, or the Seller’s duly authorized Agent, complete plans — and
specifications for such buildings, and such plans and specifications shall include the location, direction and
facing of each such building or buildings upon said property, and no building shall be erected on said
premises without such approval in writing of the Seller, or the Seller’s duly authorized Agent, first had and
obtained.

That plans for all structures to be erected on said lots, shall be submitted to the Seller, or the Seller's duly
authorized Agent, and approved in writing before construction is started, and that no building or structure
unless such building shall conform with the general shall be erected, constructed altered or maintained on

% 1n 1926, Ryan had teamed with builder Arthur A. Kunze in the development of a number of homes on Witherby
Street in Mission Hills. See “Historical Nomination of the David H. Ryan Spec House Number 1 / Arthur A. Kunze
Builder, 4330 Witherby Street, Mission Hills, San Diego, California, by Legacy 106, Inc., 2008; See also San Diego
Union, December 5, 1926, “$94,000 Contract Is Awarded for East Development of Third Unit of New Kensington
Heights Tract.”
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said property unless such building shall conform with the general design and color scheme for the
exteriors of all such (buildings to be erected on said lots, and architectural plan prepared by the
Seller for the exteriors of all such buildings to be erected on said lots, or shall conform with such
modifications thereof as many be authorized or approved by the Seller or the Seller's duly
authorized Agent.

The photographic record for Kensington Heights as it developed between 1926-1929, is represented by a number of
publicity pictures taken by the Davis-Baker Company, as well as pictures in the local media, such as the San Diego
Union newspaper. Photographs on file at the San Diego Historical Society Research Archives in Balboa Park provide
a visual record of the early development of the tract. Several photographs show road crews installing the pavement
and sidewalks in Kensington Heights.

By May 2, 1926, the Sunday San Diego Union reported that construction had begun on the first dwelling in the new
Kensington Heights tract. The article, “First Dwelling in Kensington Heights Under Way As Subdivision Improvements
Rapidly Take Shape: Old English Architectural Style Copied in Initial Construction of Tract,” stated:

"Publicity Contest” Model Home The Prudden House in Kensington Heights is a beautiful, single-story Richard
Requa-designed model house, located on the north east corner of Middlesex and Marlborough Drive The house
bears strong similarity to pictures of a rural cottage in Andalusia which Requa took in 1926 and published in his
monograph, Architectural Details Spain and the Mediterranean.”™® The single story model home received enormous
publicity in 1926, due in large part to an advertising campaign that solicited plans for its design through a competition
conducted by the San Diego Union. Although a winner was selected, in fact, the plans were drawn by Requa, who
then directed the home’s construction that year. The opening premier drew more than 200 people and the promoters
expected several thousand on Sunday, November 14, 19261

By December 1926, Kensington Heights Unit 1 had completely sold out and the Davis-Baker Company had to rush
the improvements into the second Unit months earlier than they had anticipated:

Sale of building sites in No. 2 has been so rapid that again we have had to change our plans with
the result that contract for permanent improvement in the third unit was let last week and soon we
will be able to offer these sites to future home builders.”. . . “When we undertook the development
of Kensington Heights, we recognized that property as among the best residential property in and
around San Diego,” Baker says, “Development has brought out the attractive features of that
section and the public has been quick to show appreciation. Many resales of early purchases at
advanced prices show that this appreciation is constantly growing. This section when our
development and building program is completed, will easily take front rank with the high class,

exclusive residential sections of southern California.

John Forward, president of the Union Title and Trust Company and Union Trust Company of San Diego, reported in
the San Diego Union on June 16, 1929, that San Diego and the work in Kensington Heights had gained national
recognition through the publication of a profusely illustrated 5-page article in the May 27 issue of the National Real
Estate Journal that was published in Chicago and distributed nationwide. The article, authored by Harrison R. Baker,
was entitled “How Subdivision Sales Were Created by an intensive Home Building Program” (“Kensington Heights
Gains National Recognition for Itself and City”).

16 Jackson, DPR form, Nomination of the Prudden House, page 2 of 28.

7 See San Diego Union, November 14, 1926, “The Union’'s Model Home Open For Public Inspection Today;
Woman’s Home Plans Selected in House Test: Four Hundred Designs Submitted in Contest for the Union’s Model
Dwelling; Numerous Ideas Offered Builders in Prize Design: Kensington Heights Swelling Completely Furnished For
Expected Visitors.”

8 Harrison R. Baker, San Diego Union, December 5, 1926.
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By 1930, the Davis-Baker Company advertised that “Three years ago it was a mere barley field; today over 125

families have already selected it for a permanent residence.”19 It is important to note that Requa made the first of his
heavily promoted tours of Europe in 1926, and both of these houses were constructed shortly in the aftermath of his
first trip, where he had gone to intensively study the architectural attributes of the Mediterranean and how they could

be applied back in Southern California.

Kensington Heights Attention. The article also makes it clear that the Model Homes were considered design-types
for future construction, and prime examples to illustrate the virtues of the tract. Both residences were opened to the
public for tours promoted by the Davis-Baker Company. The photo caption declared:

An excellent example of the style of architecture which is making San Diego one of the show
places of the country, is given in the accompanying illustration. A two-story southern California
home, just completed in Kensington Heights, is shown at the right with the tract’'s model home, built
from plans selected in a competition, at the left. The new building, now open to public inspection, is
declared to be just as perfect an example of the two-story southern California style as the model
home is of the bungalow type. The real atmosphere of Old Spain is combined in this home with the
most modern of conveniences. It will serve as a model for future construction in Kensington Heights
as well as other parts of the city.

NEW KENSINGTON DWELLINGS OPEN: Home Builders Invited to Inspect Southern California
Type to Obtain Ideas. San Diegans who are planning to build homes in any part of this city are
invited to visit today the two-story Spanish home just completed at Marlborough drive and
Middlesex drive in Kensington Heights by the Davis-Baker company, developers of Kensington
Heights.

Through the courtesy of W.F. Riley, builder of the home, the public will be welcomed to inspect it
from top to bottom. Any feature of the building which appeals to prospective home builders may be
adopted by them, says the owner, whether the lots on which they plan to build are in Kensington
Heights or any other part of San Diego. . . . .. “We will aid in every way possible in setting a high
standard of home construction for all parts of San Diego.” Today’s invitation to public to make use

of the ideas incorporated in the fine home in Kensington Heights is in line with that policy.21

The Davis-Baker Company featured the pairing of the Requa Model Home, a two-story home, with the tract’s
signature Electrolier light and newly paved streets, in a large advertisement with photograph intended to represent
the tract, entitled: “A new HOME DISTRICT is building: Homes are open for inspection,” on July 31, 1927.

Improvements are all completed, beautiful, true Spanish types of homes are building. A new
residential atmosphere is being created in Kensington. . . It is being built for the most discriminating
home owner . . . Come out now and inspect this new district of true Spanish homes. Some homes
of the newest design in architecture are open for inspection. . . NEW HOME BARGAINS
Mediterranean Spanish stucco, 2-story, 7 rooms, 2 baths, patio, fishpond, balconies, Frigidaire, gas
furnace. Price $18,000 — cash $5,000.

Rapid Appreciation in Prices. Advertisements in 1927 by the Davis-Baker Company promoted their “District of True

19 See San Diego Union, February 9, 1930, “You Who Are Planning a Home — do not fail to see beautiful Kensington
Heights!” Advertisement.

2 5ee ‘Requa’s Rants’ http://www.legacy106.com/RequasRants.htm, which reproduces a number of Requa’s
“Southern California Architecture’ columns featured in the San Diego Union in the mid 1920s.

2 san Diego Union of March 6, 1927.
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*B10. Significance (Criterion A continued):
Spanish Homes.”22 Subsequent publicity in the next few months commented upon the series of homes of distinctive
architecture and model home that had been attracting hundreds of visitors.

By 1928, the Davis-Baker Company boasted “Resumption of 1926 Real Estate Activity Indicated in New February

Land Sales: Kensington Heights Developers Elated Over Business In First Week of Month"zg. The article featured
photographs of six Kensington Heights homes, as well as the Prudden home, B.S. Litchfield residence, home of
Herbert C. Bathrick, and L.O. Palmer. The promoters were anxious to ramp up their advertising because installation
of the road improvements and utilities had made it difficult to drive through the tract. With that work nearly out of the
way, they were anticipating a profitable year.

The caption to the photograph stated:

Beautiful homes of true Southern California architecture are arising on the high mesa land of
Kensington Heights and this new district fast is becoming one of the city’s show places. Kensington
Heights looks down on the old San Diego mission across the valley, the place “where California
began.” Photographs show a group of new Heights homes.

Visitors were invited to see “San Diego’s flawless, best and fastest building, close-in view district of better homes.”
They had created another model home at 5272 Marlborough Drive. The “Color House” came completely furnished
and was open for inspection. Further north, on the valley rim, they built an observation 2pzllatform for visitors to gaze

upon the panoramic view of “historic” Mission Valley and the “multicolored” mountains.

Prizes from Developers for Prettiest Home Yards and Davis Baker Promoting. On August 19, 1928, the Prudden
House and several others were featured prominently in the San Diego Union with caption “Three of the most beautiful
yards in Kensington Heights which are certain entries in the proposed new prize contest for the tract’s best yard":

DEVELOPERS OF KENSINGTON HEIGHTS TRACT TO GIVE PRIZES FOR PRETTIEST HOME
YARDS. To encourage beautiful yards, Davis-Baker company, developing Kensington heights, is
contemplating offering a series of prizes to residents of Kensington heights for the most beautiful
yards and gardens. Already the tract is alluring in this regard and the prizes should stimulate every
resident to beautify his domain.

This and other publicity proved successful and the Davis-Baker Company placed regular pictorial essays in the
newspaper’s development. In March they had set a record of almost $100,000 in home sales and $140,000 in April.
With that success, they boasted in the April 28, 1929 article “Kensington Heights Real Homeland”:

The top picture is proof, say members of Davis-Baker company, that Kensington Heights is no
longer a mere subdivision, but has graduated into a finished community of fine homes. Bottom —
One of the two-story homes which are making Kensington Heights a popular place in which to live.

By September, 1928, Davis-Baker stated “During a recent five months Kensington Heights built a total of new houses

equal to 9 percent of the entire San Diego investment in new construction for the same period.” 25 That the vision of
George T. Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company had for the Kensington Heights community was enlightened for its
time, and their claim that a home purchased in the tract would be a sound investment, is borne out by the decades. A
Tribune-Sun newspaper article “New Kensington Heights Homes among Finest in City, Planning Commission
Records Disclose: Average Dwelling Value Exceeds All Other Districts in San Diego.” The San Diego Union also
featured the community on January 19, 1970, with “Know Your Neighborhood: Talmadge-Kensington Retain Flavor.”

2 San Diego Union, August 7, 1927 and the “added value of permanent restrictions with architectural supervision on
every new house” San Diego Union, October 9, 1927.

2 san Diego Union, February 12, 1928.

% san Diego Union, June 24, 1928.

% San Diego Union, September 2, 1928, “Streets of Heights Reflect Progress.”
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The resource built as a Model Home and Exhibition house. The resource is referred to as The Ridgeway House,
The Valley Rim Specimen Home and The Million Dollar House and was used extensively is articles and advertising of
the time as an example by Master Architect Richard Requa of his "Ideal California Home" while also being promoted
by the Davis-Baker Company as an exhibition home of the highest style. Model Homes were considered design-types
for future construction, and prime examples illustrate the virtues of unified development. The residence was designed
for builders and the public for tours. Requa spoke about the home as an archetype of his ideal California Home and
its use as a prototype for other designers and builders and the public in the December 1929 issue of The Modern
Clubwomen

For a long time | have hoped for the opportunity to design a typical California home, to have it
appropriately furnished and open for exhibition to the influential citizens of San Diego who are
interested and active in promoting the city's welfare. At long last this opportunity has been afforded
to me by Mr. George T. Forbes, Owner of Kensington Heights, who has enthusiastically financed
the venture. Mr. Forbes and the selling agents for his properties, The Davis Baker Company, have
taken a commendable interest in good architecture and are endeavoring to make Kensington
Heights a model Southern California Community.

After completion of the house, on January 20, 1929, the George T. and Marie Forbes Model Home was featured
prominently in the San Diego Union with caption "Model Being Erected to Assist Builders" and further :

The house is being built for exhibition purposes, prior to occupancy as a concrete demonstration of
what can be done in house beautification on the Valley Rim (Kensington Heights)... The specimen
Ridgeway House just opened for exhibition, is the last word in luxurious California dwelling. The
view of California's first mission from the especially designed "airview" living room is as memorable
as that of a great painting.

Early Area History During the Native American, Spanish, Mexican, and American Periods. The landscape that we
see today in this area has changed dramatically over time. The first people who arrived in this area may have come
here as early as 20,000 years ago, although that is a subject of ongoing study. Certainly early peoples began to
populate the region by 12,000 years ago. During that era, the Laguna Mountains were frozen and expansive
savannah lands surrounded shallow lakes east to the Lower Colorado River. One of the most dramatic differences
involved the location of the coastal shoreline, which was substantially further to the west than what we know today. In
fact, geological evidence suggests that glacial ice drew-down the sea level to approximately 400 feet lower than we
know it today. The “coastal” archaeological sites that reflect this period of occupation are now deeply submerged and
available only to underwater explorers.

Between 10,000 and 5,000 years ago, glacial melt elevated the sea level and prehistoric people intensified their use
of the land. About 1,500 years ago, rainfall lessened and San Diego became the coastal desert of today.
Archaeological investigation of San Diego has revealed most prehistoric cultures concentrated their population
centers near freshwater drainages, estuaries, bays, and marine resources. Most of the prehistoric sites recorded
consist of vegetal roasting ovens, trail breakage, and overnight camps. At least one seasonal habitation camp existed
in Switzer Canyon at the time Spanish colonists arrived in San Diego in 1769. Other villages are known to have been
in Mission Valley, Rose Canyon, and around San Diego Bay.

Prior to 1769, Native Kumeyaay families and unknown prehistoric people before them lived in this general area on a
nomadic basis, following food resources as they became seasonally available. The local Kumeyaay people continued
traditional use rights on the land in this area through the Spanish and Mexican periods of California history, although
their ability to live in the area and use the resources of the land became increasingly restricted by European dictates
and encroachment from non-native grants, pre-emption, and homestead claims upon choice properties.
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The first United States surveys passed through this area in the 1850s, but the first subdivisions as we understand it
today with the system of Blocks and Lots did not occur until after 1900. Some sources record local Kumeyaay
families living in Mission Valley and in various parts of coastal San Diego until about 1910 based on ethnographic
interviews (Shipek 1991). After then, the Kumeyaay families who had not been forced to live on U.S. Government
controlled reservations had abandoned these ancestrally-owned lands to move east or south to Baja, California
where they still had cultural ties and could live with less interference. While today, American society generally does
not recognize Native American usage/ownership of the land as part of the legal chain of title, it is, nevertheless, part
of the chronological and historical sequence of land usage over time.

Given the many thousands of years of prehistoric occupation, the Spanish colonization era passed through the
Mexican Revolution and Mexican War with the United States in a mere heartbeat of time. By the 1870s, European
American land surveyors began extending the boundary of the City of San Diego. Real estate speculators bought
“Pueblo Land” from the Common Council and City Trustees and then drew maps that created grids of streets and
blocks of lots.

Conclusion: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home at 4256 Ridgeway
demonstrates special elements of the Davis-Baker Company’s planning philosophy and marketing program
for its subdivisions, using architect Richard Requa's designs to create a cohesive community style and to
heighten property values, it is a model home of the Davis-Baker Company used to exemplify the style in
articles, and used in their marketing program. The home is an excellent example of a beautiful two-story
Spanish Eclectic home that represented the highest demonstration of the style and current architectural
design in San Diego. The house at 4256 Ridgeway fits within this context, and was found to indicate that it
influenced the development of the community and wider development in San Diego and thus does merit
designation under Criterion A.

Although other model homes have been nominated and designated in Kensington Heights, this resource was
openly used by Requa, Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company as an example of the style and development
strategy to builders and the public. It was widely promoted at the time as the perfect representation of the
style (based on Spanish and Mediterranean styles) and held up as an example of unified development which
influenced the development pattern of the community and is an example of this contribution and this
partnership. This is the only known example of the Portland Cement Company financed photo expedition to
the Mediterranean and Spain directly influencing architectural design and interpretation in a model home for
marketing the company's cement and wall products in home construction.
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Criterion B: /s identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history. A summary of the
individuals associated with this property is provided along with a conclusion regarding their significance under
Criterion b.

George T. and Marie Forbes
(Owners, 1929 — 1930) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 162-163)

Although, Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that George T. Forbes was an important individual whose specific
achievements and contributions to economic, architectural and aesthetic development in San Diego are
significant, Legacy 106, Inc. does not find the evidence to meet the threshold that this home is the most
closely associated with George T. Forbes or that the resource is the best exemplifying home representing
George T. Forbes' very significant and productive lifetime in San Diego.

George Thomas Forbes was born in Wauthena, Kansas in 1889. He married Marie Bower in lowa in 1914. Before
entering into real estate development, Forbes ran a hotel with his brothers in Montana. He was also employed by an
import-export company headquartered in New York, however, the business fell into bankruptcy after falling victim to a
scam. He and Marie then moved to Santa Monica, California, where he then established his real estate business. The
early development of the Kensington Heights Subdivision dates to 1922, when George Thomas Forbes purchased a
large tract of land in San Diego. Forbes partnered with one of Southern California’s premier developers, the Davis-
Baker Company of Pasadena and architect Richard Requa, to develop the new community as an exclusive,
residential tract. The company formed between Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company was called the Kensington
Heights Company, and Forbes was its President. With its close proximity to the new State College and Herbert
Hoover High School as well as the views of the Mission Valley rim and distant mountains, Forbes found his location
ideal for an “investment-quality” tract that buyers would find rivaled other exclusive communities such as Beverly Hills
in Los Angeles and the Oak Knoll section of Pasadena. By 1926, construction had begun on the Kensington Heights
Subdivision, Unit 1. George Forbes died in San Diego in 1974. Marie Bower Forbes was born on December 3, 1893
in Guthrie Center, lowa. She had four children with George: Marie, Betty, George, Jr., and John. Marie passed
away in San Diego in 1971.

George Thomas Forbes was an important historical figure in Kensington history. With the 110 acres he bought north
of Kensington Park, he created an exclusive luxurious community of Spanish style homes priced for San Diego’s
elite. Working with other real estate developers, famous architects, and influential elected officials he met doing
community service through the San Diego Board of Realtors, Old Mission Rotary Club, Al Bahr Shrine, and
Kensington Community Church, Forbes set high standards for the early history of Kensington when it was still a rural
County in-holding (San Diego Union, July 29, 1974; San Diego Tribune, July 29, 1974).

George Thomas Forbes arrived at age 33 in San Diego amidst the 1922 real estate boom and hustle and bustle of
commerce in the City of San Diego. He had first moved to Santa Monica from his birth home in Wathena, Kansas
(Forbes 1973; Bauman 1997). Flush with oil money earned from wells on the family land in Montana, Forbes used
family money to invest in land to build and sell homes over a number of years. Through agent Ed Rossom in 1920,
Forbes bought the 110 acres of land under the movie set for $800. He leased to the studio until he moved to San
Diego and set up shop. Forbes contracted Figure 2. Kensington Heights subdivisions, Units 1, 2, 3.with Davis-Baker
Real Estate of Pasadena and became president of the new sales office. Forbes subdivided the land in 1922 and sold
real estate lots. He named his new community “Kensington Heights” and distinguished his project from Davidson’s by
deed restrictions that forced homes to be designed in Spanish style and approved by Master Architect Richard
Requa. Although he used his own money to install streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, and some landscaping, he
passed these costs along to the homebuyers through County of San Diego Improvement Act Bonds. His visionary
leadership in creating deed restrictions and working with Requa on the Supervisory Architectural Board ensured
development of attractive and artistic Spanish style custom homes for the wealthiest class of citizenry.




21

State of California _ The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial
Page 21 of 33 *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home
*Recorded by:  Ronald V. May, RPA *Date: April 2012 [X] Continuation [] Update

*B10. Significance (Criterion B continued):

As noted earlier, Forbes shifted from a realtor of lots suitable for custom homes to a developer and builder of homes
designed by Requa & Jackson under his commission. These Depression-era homes differ from the custom homes in
grandeur, as Forbes concentrated sales to those San Diegans of sufficient affluence to afford his exclusive
properties.

For the reasons stated above, Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that George T. Forbes was an important individual
whose specific achievements and contributions to economic, architectural and aesthetic development in San
Diego are significant. However, his association with the house was brief (1 year). The home was built as a
model home, and not a personal residence that George Forbes lived in or had built for himself or his family.
Also, there are various model homes in Kensington Heights owned and built for George T. Forbes. It is
concluded that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it is the best example associated with George
T. Forbes' very significant and productive lifetime in San Diego.

Thomas R. and Rose T. Hanna
(Owners and Residents, 1930 — 1933) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 164-166)

Thomas R. Hanna bought 4256 Ridgeway in 1932. He was born in Pennsylvania about 1894, and moved to San
Diego from New York City with his wife, Rose. Rose was born in Kentucky about 1902. Thomas was the lessee of
the Pickwick Hotel in San Diego, which was built in 1926. The seven story building was located on Broadway
between First and Front Streets. The 1930 Census also lists three children as living with them at 4256 Ridgeway:
Olga, Constance, and Virginia. No further information could be located about Rose Hanna.

Insufficient information was found about Thomas R. and Rose T. Hanna to determine they were historically
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B.

Mark C. and Josephine Hanna
(Owners and Residents, 1933 — 1944) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 167-169)

Mark Crouch Hanna and his wife Josephine Cooper Moffatt Hanna lived at 4256 Ridgeway from 1933 until 1944.
Mark was born in Farnam, Nebraska on September 11, 1898. Josephine was born in lowa City, lowa on September
13, 1899. She and Mark were married there in 1920. They moved to California in 1930, first settling in Los Angeles.
They had a son named Mark Crouch Hanna, Jr. and David Hanna. Mark Sr. owned and operated a Chrysler-
Plymouth auto dealership and service center at 1061 India Street in San Diego during the time he lived at the
resource. He sold the business in 1961. Josephine Hanna died in San Diego on May 20, 1959, and Mark Hanna, Sr.
died in San Diego in July 1964. It is unclear how Mark Sr. is related to the previous owner, Thomas R. Hanna.

Insufficient information was found about Mark C. and Josephine Hanna, to determine they were historically
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B.

Larry T. Finley and Miriam Finley
(Owners and Residents, 1944 — 1945) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 170-177)

Although Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that Larry T. Finley was an important individual whose specific
achievements and contributions to entertainment and economic development in San Diego are significant,
Legacy 106, Inc. does not find the evidence to meet the threshold that this home is the most closely
associated with Larry T. Finley or that the resource is the best exemplifying home representing Larry T.
Finley's productive lifetime in San Diego.

Larry T. Finley was born Lawrence Finkelstein in Syracuse, New York on May 4, 1913. At age 18, he became
manager of a nightclub there called Café DeWitt. In the 1930’s he moved to Los Angeles and opened Finley’s Credit
Jewelers. The original store was in Burbank, but he soon expanded into other areas of Los Angeles. Larry and his
wife Miriam lived in San Diego briefly during the mid-1940’s, however, during that time Larry leased out the Mission
Beach Amusement Park, including Mission Beach Ballroom, from the City of San Diego. He staged and promoted
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numerous concerts at the ballroom, especially in the big band genre. The Dorsey Brothers played the Mission Beach
Ballroom frequently while it was operated by Finley, and they also partnered with Finley as co-owners of the Casino
Gardens Ballroom in the Ocean park area of Santa Monica. In the late 1940's, he partnered with Clinton McKinnon to
form the Finley-McKinnon Broadcasting Company, which owned and operated the KSDJ radio station in San Diego.
Finley was a disc jockey at Hollywood's KFWB radio station, which was located inside a restaurant he owned on
Hollywood's Sunset Strip called "Larry Finley's". His restaurant was next door to the Mocambo nightclub, and both
establishments were extremely popular with celebrities. Finley would utilize the KFWB studio inside is restaurant to
broadcast live interviews and a nightly television program featuring the celebrities called Dinner at Eight. He was also
the master of ceremonies of two other shows: Strictly Informal and Music Is My Beat. These shows were some of the
first television programs to be aired by the Armed Forces Television Network to troops in Korea. Larry Finley was
instrumental in developing audio cassette and videotapes to be mass marketed to the general public, as well as being
adopted as a new mode of recording by record labels and the movie and television industries. In the mid 1960s,
Finley became President and CEO of the International Tape Cartridge Corporation (ITCC). He acquired the audio
tape rights from 57 record labels and became the largest provider of music entertainment on pre-recorded tape. In
1970, he founded the International Tape Association, which is now known as the International Recording Media
Association (IRMA), at a time when audio tape products were still not widely used. Larry passed away in Long Island,
New York on April 3, 2000. No further information could be located about Miriam Finley.

For the reasons stated above, Legacy 106, Inc. concludes that Larry T. Finley was an important individual
whose specific achievements and contributions to entertainment and economic development in California
are significant. However, his association with the house was brief (about 1.5 years). Also Larry T. Finley's
time in San Diego was brief (about 3 years) before getting divorced and moving back to the Los Angeles
area. It is concluded that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it is the best example associated
with Larry T. Finley's significant and productive lifetime.

Minor J. Hyde and Merle M. Hyde
(Owners and Residents, 1945 — 1946)

Very little information could be located regarding Minor Joseph Hyde and Merle M. Hyde. Minor was born on March
31, 1897 in Boulder, Colorado, and died on April 29, 1955. Merle was born about 1898 in Grafton, North Dakota.

Insufficient information was found about Minor J. Hyde and Merle M. Hyde to determine they were historically
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B.

Alfred W. and Grace M. Harper
(Owners and Residents, 1946 — 1967) (See Attachment E.2 pp. 178-179)

Alfred William Edward Harper and his wife Grace lived at 4256 Ridgeway from 1946 until 1967. Alfred was born on
May 12, 1890 in Chicago, lllinois to English immigrants. Grace was born in Pennsylvania. According to his draft
registration card from WW], Alfred was a district manager for the San Diego Union Morning Paper. Later in his life,
and during the time he lived at the resource, he was in the electric sign business. Alfred was the President of the
Luminad Corporation and owned the San Diego Neon Sign Company. In the early 1950's, the San Diego Neon Sign
Company manufactured the iconic Kensington neon sign. The original sign was designated historic in 2008. A replica
of the original sign currently hangs above Adams Avenue.

Insufficient information was found about Alfred W. and Grace M. Harper to determine they were historically
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B.
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John L. and Frances J. Davies
(Owners and Residents, 1967 — 1974)

After an exhaustive search, records pertaining to John L. Davies and Frances J. Davies could not be located.

Insufficient information was found about John L. and Frances J. Davies, to determine they were historically
significant for their association with 4256 Ridgeway Drive under Criterion B.
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Criterion “C” Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction or is a valuable
example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.

The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is an excellent example of a Spanish Eclectic
home built as a display/model home by Established Master Architect Richard Requa to showcase his ideal Spanish
"California Style" of architecture. George Forbes hired Requa to design this model home. Forbes contracted with
Davis-Baker Real Estate of Pasadena who advertised the home extensively as The Ridgeway House, The Valley Rim
Specimen Home and The Million Dollar House. The home was also used in articles in magazines of the time as an
example by Richard Requa of his "Ideal California Home". Model homes were considered design-types for future
construction, and prime examples illustrate the virtues of unified design and development. The residence was
designed for builders and the public to tour. Requa spoke about the home as an archetype of his ideal California
home and its use as a prototype for other designers and builders and the public. The home was promoted by the
Davis-Baker Company as an exhibition/model home of the highest style. The George Thomas and Marie Forbes /
Richard Requa Model Home is the best known example of direct photos of Old Spanish Architectural elements
influencing Requa's design and actual construction in a residence.

Spanish Eclectic Style. Many architectural historians attribute the high popularity of the Spanish Eclectic style
variations in San Diego with the popularity of the 1915 Panama-California Exposition, which was held in San Diego
from 1915 through 1916. However, the most likely influence for the shift in popularity would be the Bertram Goodhue-
designed 1922-1923 Marine Corps Recruit Depot and Naval Training Center. Soon thereafter, technical journals,
newspapers, and magazines promoted Spanish style architecture as a revitalization of interest in 18th and 19th
century California history. The San Diego Union hired Master Architect Richard Requa to write a weekly column
critiquing local architecture and he used this forum to attack everything but his own preferences of what he termed,
“The Southern California style.” He traveled to Europe and North Africa in 1926 and then returned to influence what
he believed to be the “honest” historical style. Developers George Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company hired
Requa to review the architectural plans for Kensington Heights and the Southlands Company conducted their own
reviews of builder plans for Kensington Manor. Although the style continued as late as 1948, the Great Depression
caused a shift to “patriotic” styles and Spanish style lost favor to Colonial Revival, Cape Cod, and Neo Classical style
houses.

Designers of Spanish Eclectic houses often borrowed from Moorish, Byzantine, Gothic, and Renaissance motifs
(McAlester and McAlester 2002:417). The fired red clay tiles on this house are Spanish style Mission half barrels. The
walls of houses in this style are stuccoed to appear like old adobe buildings in artistic interpretations from Spanish /
Mediterranean origins. In general, designers of the period were engaged in a process to define and interpret
appropriate architectural styles for our climate. A great deal of literature of the period was devoted to defining an
appropriate “Southern California Style” of architecture. The strongest popularity for Spanish style residential
architecture hit San Diego about 1925, when the newspapers and popular magazines promoted this as an authentic
style harkening back to San Diego’s Spanish roots.

In greater detail, this two-story house is has a varied form with a low-pitched hipped Mission half-barrel roof and
exhibits minimal eave projections with short rafter tails. On the first floor is an inset covered porch and inset arched
door. Flanking the front door is a colored stained glass cathedral style window on the left. Above this is a boxed
window grille allowing for the upper double casement to open freely. Elaborate chimneys top details further define the

In greater detail, this two-story house is has a varied form with a low-pitched hipped Mission half-barrel roof and
exhibits minimal eave projections with short rafter tails. On the first floor is an inset covered porch and inset arched
door. Flanking the front door is a colored stained glass cathedral style window on the left. Above this is a boxed
window grille allowing for the upper double casement to open freely. Elaborate chimneys top details further define the
home Spanish eclectic feel. At the front wall juncture where the home meets the protruding front double garage a
small stucco balcony merges where the two wings converge. The garage has a curving top lintel over a lattice
patterned wooden double garage door and is topped with a decorative copula. The homes front fagade contains
casement windows with some being flanked by paneled decorative shutters.




25

State of California _ The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial
Page 25 of 33 *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home
*Recorded by:  Ronald V. May, RPA *Date: April 2012 [X] Continuation [] Update

*B10. Significance - Criterion C:

Spanish style wrought iron balustrades are used on a rear upper level porch and are seen throughout the home on
railings and interior staircase railings and other details. On the east end of the main house the extended clay tile roof
is supported by a single lathe turned support column with matching wooden balustrade. French doors and patios
connect the rear outdoor and indoor spaces. The large rear patio is dominated by a central star shaped tile fountain.
The home features a unique and innovative large rear glass bay window or "Airview" window (as it was called in
advertising) with metal edges holding very large sections of fixed glass on the main projecting rear wing. This large
storefront type window provided for excellent views of mission valley and the San Diego de Alcala Mission below.

The builders selected high quality building materials, hired fine craftsmen, and Master Architect Richard Requa
successfully blended Moorish, Mediterranean, and classic Spanish details in the creation of this house. This high end
design, materials, and expression of craftsmanship exhibited in this house are exceptional even when compared with
surrounding Spanish Eclectic style houses in Kensington Heights.

The architecturally defining features that are supportive of historic landmarking are:

1. The hipped fired red clay Mission half-barrel tile roof;

2. The minimal overhanging roof eave;

3. The gritty wall stucco;

4. The second floor rear porch with lathe turned column and railing;

5. The Spanish style wrought iron railings;

6. The Spanish style interior wrought iron staircase railings;

7. The wood framed casement, fixed, and double hung windows;

8. The innovative large rear glass bay window or "Airview" window (as it was called in advertising) with
metal edges holding very large sections of fixed glass

9. Medieval style front door with patinated cast brass door latch and locking plate;

10. The cantilevered stucco chimney with decorative stepped double cap.

11. The colonaded covered porch and inset arched door.

12. The interior Spanish style terra cotta and polychrome tiles in the foyer and staircase;

13. The interior wrought iron staircase railing;

14. The colored bottle bottom stained glass style window to the left of the front door.

15. The decorative lathe turned wooden boxed window grille on the front facade.

16. The small stucco front balcony which merges into the house where the two wings converge.

17. The homes front fagade containing casement windows with some flanked by paneled decorative shutters.

18. The Spanish style wrought iron balustrades on a the rear upper level balcony.

19. The large rear patio with by a central star shaped tile fountain.

20. The French doors connecting indoor and outdoor spaces.

21. The decorative wooden lattice patterned garage front door.

22. The decorative rooftop cupola topping the front garage hipped roof.



26

State of California _ The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 26 of 33 *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home
*Recorded by:  Ronald V. May, RPA *Date: April 2012 [X] Continuation [] Update

*B10. Significance (Criterion C continued):
Architectural Integrity Analysis. The following is an analysis of the Integrity of the homes architecture.

Location. Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the historic event
occurred

Based on comparison with the Sanborn Fire Insurance map and other research, the house is shown to be in its
original location at 4256 Ridgeway. The House has excellent integrity of Location.

Design. Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a property.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from
other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

Analysis of the original architectural plans, building records and examination of the resource at 4256 Ridgeway
reveals the north, south, east and west elevations closely match the original design of the house. This is an
outstanding example of a Spanish Eclectic home designed by Master Architect Richard Requa in 1929. As seen in
the building records and comparisons between the original plans and current photos, The home is in remarkable
original condition. The only change in the original design is the addition of a rear pool and pool house which is
unconnected to the home in the rear lower yard area. This addition is exceptionally well blended with the home and is
not in the public view. The Design element of this home is excellent.

Setting. Setting is the physical environment of a historic property. The setting is the larger area or environment in
which a historic property is located. It may be an urban, suburban, or rural neighborhood or a natural landscape in
which buildings have been constructed. The relationship of buildings to each other, setbacks, fence patterns, views,
driveways and walkways, and street trees together create the character of a district or neighborhood.

The street and side setback of the house matches the historic neighborhood. Of equal importance, the lawn divided
by the meandering concrete walkway pavers is original as seen in the original plans and historic photos. The lawn is
mature and large typical of the older landscapes. The only important change of note to the setting is in the rear
backyard setting which originally held a view of the San Diego Mission de Alcala for which the special bay window
was developed. As is common, urban sprawl and development in Mission Valley has concealed the historic mission
and the view of the original natural valley. The house has excellent integrity of Setting.

Materials. Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period of time
and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property. The Standards state that deteriorated historic
features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a
distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial
evidence.

The roof tiles look to be original. Robert Sedlock, the owner since 1974, reported no changes to the roof or wall
stucco other than small escape upkeep and repair. The wall stucco is original. The home features all original windows
and doors on all elevations. The front door is original, as is the old patinated brass door latch and locking plate.
Decorative lathe turned wooden wrought and iron railings are intact and original. Original lighting fixtures and tile work
are retained.

The cast concrete divided walkway leading up to the house are the original cast concrete. There are no significant
changes to the materials within the public view. As noted throughout this analysis, the Materials aspect of Integrity
of this home is excellent.
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Workmanship. Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during any given
period in history or prehistory.

The craftsmanship exhibited in this house represents skilled construction techniques. In particular, the skills in
sculpting the exterior wall stucco and interior wall plaster is high quality. As noted above, the blacksmithing of the
wrought iron balcony supports and other railing shows high quality workmanship. Masonry workmanship in laying the
terra cotta and polychrome tiles in the entry, staircase, and fireplace are exceptional. The Workmanship aspect of
Integrity is excellent.

Feeling. Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.

This 1929 Spanish Colonial residence in its present excellent original condition is well preserved and imparts the
visitor with a realistic sense and feeling for the late 1920s and early 1930s historical Kensington Heights
neighborhood. The home is custom designed by Master Architect Richard Requa and beautifully conforms to its
hillside location. The home blends in well with historic older neighboring properties in Kensington. The feeling of a
Spanish eclectic home and the late 20s early thirties pre-depression age are retained. The Feeling aspect of
Integrity is excellent.

Association. Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic property.

The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is associated at 4256 Ridgeway and
demonstrates special elements of the Davis-Baker Company’s planning philosophy and marketing program for its
subdivisions, using architect Richard Requa's designs to create a cohesive community style and to heighten property
values. It was a model home for Requa, George Forbes and the Davis-Baker Company used to exemplify the height
of the Spanish Eclectic "California Style" home in articles, and was used in their marketing program. The home is an
excellent example of a beautiful two-story Spanish Eclectic that represented the highest demonstration of the style
and current architectural design in San Diego. The house at 4256 Ridgeway fits within this context, and was found to
indicate that it influenced the development of the community and wider development in San Diego retains this
association. The Association aspect of Integrity is excellent.

Conclusion: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home meets seven of seven
aspects of integrity and can be said to have excellent architectural integrity for historical designation.
Legacy 106, Inc. recommends the house for historical designation under Criterion C.
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Criterion “D” Is representative of a notable work of a master builder, designer, architect, engineer, landscape
architect, interior designer, artist or craftsman.

The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home is an excellent example of the work of
Master Architect Richard Requa during the height of his career. The house embodies distinctive elements of
Richard Requa’s use of Spanish Revival architecture. The architect himself described the home in a 1929
article (See attachment Section E.1 A) and his desire to display this prototype as his idea of the "typical
California home" opened for exhibition to the "influential citizens of San Diego who are interested and active
in promoting the city's welfare." The home is an important example of his architectural creation in 1929, just
prior to the economic depression of the 1930's. This home demonstrates his continued influence on Spanish
Eclectic architectural development during the difficult financial years of the Great Depression and shaped
the architectural styles of Kensington Heights through the 1930's.

Richard Requa

Roughly mid-point in Requa’s career, the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home allowed
Requa to apply design elements he had observed during field research in Spain and Mexico in the early years of his
career.

Master Architect Richard S. Requa began his professional career as an electrical engineer at Norfolk College in
Nebraska. His family hailed from Rock Island, lllinois, where he was born on March 27, 1881 (Cavignac 2000:2). In
1907, Master Architect Irving Gill hired Requa as Project Supervisor. Through this apprenticeship, Requa received
training and independent standing as an architect (Requa 1909; Jackson 2002). From Gill, he learned to experiment
with cast concrete and “simple, unadorned architecture whose cubed masses, broad surfaces, and recessed
openings took advantage of the brilliant California sun” (Eddy 1997:230-231).

By 1912, Requa left Gill and formed a partnership with another Gill-trained architect, Frank L. Mead (Cavignac
2000:2). Caught up in Progressive Party politics of the period and inspired by San Diego Panama-California
Exposition designs, partners Mead and Requa initiated intense study of 15th through 18th century Spanish and
Mexican architectural styles, Native American southwestern pueblos, and 11th through 14th century Moorish
architecture (Starr 1990:114). While working on a commercial district in Ojai, California, they designed homes for
prominent San Diego business people (San Diego Historical Society 2002). Although Requa did not work on the
Panama-California Exposition, he carefully examined Master Architect Bertram Goodhue’s Spanish Colonial

theme architectural styles. Mead and Requa became known for more traditional Mediterranean and Spanish style
architecture. While Mead focused more on Moorish architecture, Requa took a trip in 1914 to study Spanish Colonial
architecture in Cuba, Panama, and South America (Sorbel 2002:232). Both men worked room interiors with outdoor
terraces by designing French doors and expansive windows toward south and west-facing views.

During the Requa and Mead era from 1912 to 1920, Requa evolved architectural attention to simple, outdoor living
and capturing sunlight inside houses. The building style adapted the floor elevations to the natural topographic
landform with gardens and terraces or patios taking advantage of the Southern California climate. The philosophical
or spiritual inspiration for these concepts in this period may have stemmed from the first Mead and Requa
commission, the Krotona Inn at the Hollywood retreat of the Theosophical Society (Willis 2002:1-5).

The relationship of Requa with Theosophists is not well known, although one campus existed on Point Loma in San
Diego and may have had connections there. The story is that he met Augustus Knudsen at the 1905 National
Irrigation Conference in Portland, Oregon and later obtained a contract to design two of their spiritual learning
buildings at the Krotona Colony at Los Angeles (San Diego Historical Society, Research Archives). Although Mead
represented the firm at most of those meetings, Requa initialed the plans and worked closely with the contractors to
ensure the design was faithfully carried out. The Theosophists believed the dome could capture spiritually charged
mental particles from concentrated exercises. The designs incorporated Moorish and Egyptian mystical elements in
the doors and windows. This work lasted two years and may have influenced Requa in later designs of residences
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*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued):

maximizing capture of sunlight and celestial skies to create a healthy living environment. Mead and Requa also
designed Knudsen’s house and the working drawings date from 1914 to 1915 (Los Angeles Times, December 13,
1914). Significantly, Mead and Requa designed this house to conform to the natural topography at three levels and
open on broad terraces facing south and north gardens (Willis 2002:9). Another interesting Krotona feature designed
by Mead and Requa is Krotona Flight, a staircase designed to symbolize scholars’ ascent into spiritual realms. The
philosophical relationship between Requa is not known, but he did maintain friendly contact with Krotona for some
time (Willis 2002:12).

After Mead left the firm in 1920, Requa’s career took on a new direction. Structural engineer Herbert L. Jackson
joined Requa just in time for the building boom of the early 1920s. They set up shop in an office of the Bank of Italy
Building in downtown, San Diego. Requa & Jackson flourished during the building boom of the early 1920s. Requa
hired Samuel Hammill as draftsman in 1922 and promoted him to Junior Partner. Requa adopted the term “Southern
California Architecture” for the eclectic blends of Spanish, Mexican, and Mediterranean styles. He traveled in Spain
and Europe between 1926 and 1928 to sketch and photograph architectural and landscaping details for use by the
firm. He published books on those trips for use by builders and architects of the period. Upon Requa’s return and
publication of his studies, he lectured and collaborated with engineers, landscape architects, and other professionals
to promote his ideas. Among those he influenced were members of the San Diego Chamber of Commerce. That
organization facilitated his influence with the Parks Commission of the City of San Diego. Requa published as the
Architectural Critic for the San Diego Union and wrote popular articles in Architect and Engineer and California
Garden. Roger Showley, writer for the San Diego Union and author on San Diego history, reported that the Chamber
of Commerce appointed Requa to chair a committee to examine the surviving 1915-1916 Panama-California
Exposition buildings that had been declared unsafe by City of San Diego engineers (Showley 1997). Working closely
with civic activist Gertrude Gilbert, he concluded that repairs could preserve those buildings for use in the up-coming
1935 California Pacific International Exposition in Balboa Park. This led to the Park Commission appointing him
Director of Architecture and Landscaping for the Expo (Jarmusch 1997).

With the Great Depression in full swing, San Diego’s Progressive Party and the Chamber of Commerce influenced
the Roosevelt Administration to direct Works Progress Administration (WPA) programs and federal funding to save
the old Panama-California Expo structures. Requa’s experience with cast concrete and Jackson’s structural
engineering guided him to stabilize the park structures. In some instances, he directed replacement of sculpted
plaster of Paris with stucco. Requa’s team had eight months to bring the grounds under control and design and erect
the new buildings, like the Café del Rey Moro, the Federal Building with Mayan design elements, the International
House of Pacific Relations, the Moderne Ford Building, and the Spanish Village. He also designed the replica Old
Globe Theater and Firestone Singing Fountain in Pan-American Plaza, outside the amphitheater identified today as
the Starlight Bowl. Nearby, he designed the Arco del Futuro for nighttime rallies in the Plaza de Panama, which is
located in front of the San Diego Museum of Art. In 1933, he received six awards from the American Institute of
Archaeology (Architects and Engineer 1933).

As the drums of war beat in Europe, Congress passed the War Preparedness Act of 1935 and extended WPA and
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) public assistance programs all around the City of San Diego. Crews of artisans,
engineers, and fine artists built roads, parks, murals, statues, paintings, and improved military facilities at the same
time as the Expo. This spurt of federal money created thousands of jobs, drew an equal number of out-of-towners to
the area, and stimulated a growth of tract and custom home projects. As with the 1915-1916 San Diego Panama
California Exposition, the 1935 Exposition stimulated interest in Spanish and Mediterranean style architecture.

Requa shifted from public projects to private commissions during this period. The Kensington Land Company
retained Requa in 1925 to serve on the Architectural Board for Kensington Heights. The following year, George T.
Forbes added his Kensington Heights Units 1, 2, and 3 to the board’s responsibility and directly commissioned Requa
to design some of the homes. Requa and Jackson worked on a number of projects, as well as reviewed the works of
others.
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*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued):

Requa also designed custom homes in styles requested by his clients. The log cabin style, two-story Pine Hills Lodge
near the rural town of Julian is just such an example. Other examples are the Pueblo style Torrey Pines Lodge, Del
Mar Castle, and the rock masonry Mount Helix Theater. He also incorporated many Craftsman-like design elements,
such as built-in cabinets, airy open rooms, cedar closets, quarry tile hearths, rough-cut rafters, molding, window
shutters, window sills, mullions, and sculpted plaster niches and fire places inside hallways and living rooms (Tachner
1982). He often built homes into the natural topography, rather than require earth grading, and oriented windows,
outdoor patios, and elevated decks to capture maximum southern and western light sources. One excellent example
of a home in this context is the Hamilton House at 2940 Maple Street in South Park (May 2002). He believed
residents should have the opportunity to sleep outside during hot weather and sometimes referred to the elevated
patios as sleeping decks.

At times, other architects collaborated with Requa on projects of their own. Master Architect Lillian Rice often invited
him to work with her at the exclusive Rancho Santa Fe, a community specially created for retired Santa Fe Railroad
executives in north San Diego County. He designed the Town Center, Inn, and Commercial Center. Upon Rice’s
death in 1938, he assumed completion of homes initially designed by her. Requa adopted her staircases, balconies,
and rooflines and added his own red tile roofs and sculpted white stucco from studies he made in Spanish Mexico
and South America.

By 1940, Jackson parted company and Requa recruited Edward Morehead to work as draftsman and partner.
Morehead studied under him at the 1935 California Pacific International Exposition. The extent of their private
commissions remains unknown, but the 1941 Hamilton House in South Park was their last known custom home and
Requa died in June of that year before its completion. While Morehead worked with City of San Diego inspectors,
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 and the Notice of Completion is the last known record of
Morehead in the local building industry.

Requa and Morehead are best known for Federal Works Agency (FWA) housing in Pacific Beach. This public
housing project lacked the classic Spanish Eclectic design details, which made Requa famous and may have been
more of Morehead'’s product. The final Bay View Terrace housing project served the burgeoning air defense industry
that soon responded to Congressional production orders for B-24 bombers.

The details of Requa’s death are that he toiled in his office at the Spreckels Building in downtown San Diego when,
suddenly, he suffered a major coronary and died at his desk at 11:00 AM on June 10, 1941 (Tachner 1982). His
junior partner, Samuel Hammill, obtained all the known Requa architectural designs, but failed to secure the Hamilton
House plans and the project dropped out of history until Alfred Panico found them in a closet in 2001 (May 2002).
Close examination of the last two sheets from the Hamilton House show how Morehead attempted to finalize the
plans with his less talented skills.

Milton P. Sessions

The landscaping of the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home was designed by
recognized Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape
architect. The front yard of the home and the majority of the rear yard of the home has been replaced over
time therefore Legacy 106 Inc. concludes that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it retains
sufficient original fabric and integrity to embody the distinctive elements of the design of the landscape
designs of Milton P. Sessions.

Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions grew up working for his father, Frank Sessions, and his famous aunt,
Kate Sessions, in the plant nursery business. Along with Requa, Sessions planned and planted Balboa Park for the
1935 California Pacific International Exposition where much of their work remains. Richard S. Requa and Milton
Sessions worked together on other projects in San Diego, all unique and historically notable. In 1928 they traveled
together to Southern Europe and Northern Africa to study the region’s architecture and landscape styles. In 1929
Requa designed Sessions' two story showroom, “Milton Sessions Spanish Studio,” in Old Town.
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Born on November 15, 1900 in San Diego to Frank Shattuck Sessions and Edith Guerin Sessions, Milton learned
landscaping from both his father and aunt. His mother was born in Keighly, England and his father in San Francisco,
California. During his early years, the Sessions family moved around from Descanso to Dehesa to El Cajon, before
settling in North Florence Heights to develop a poinsettia farm in 1903. Milton graduated from San Diego High School
and San Diego Junior College. His first marriage, to Florence G. Barteau, produced Marian Isabel Sessions (married
name Healy and resident of Coronado) on May 22, 1921 in Santa Ana. That marriage failed and he married Margaret
Baer, and they had Richard Milton Sessions on August 8, 1924, and Beverly Elaine Sessions (married name
Munchus, a resident of Escondido) on March 19, 1927. She passed away. He then married Ottille Iten, but they
divorced. He married Betty Ann Sessions and they too divorced. His final marriage to Yolanda Sessions lasted
through the end of his life. Frank Sessions developed a poinsettia nursery in the North Florence Heights
neighborhood of Mission Hills. Frank’s sister, Kate O. Sessions, relocated her horticultural nursery from Balboa Park
to North Florence Heights in 1904, and joined forces with her brother.

Milton went to work for his aunt in 1908 and apprenticed in the family business. His father became the major source
for mature trees to be planted for the 1915 Panama California Exposition, many of which he purchased from rural
ranches in San Diego County. After high school, he went to work for his aunt in 1918, and partnered with her in 1921
(San Diego Union November 5, 1995). He began designing residential landscaping that same year. Among his early
landscape designs were the Naval Training Center and Marine Corps Recruit Depot in 1922-1923. He also designed
an expansion of Presidio Park by relocating mature palm trees from Logan Heights to the park. In addition, he
designed the grounds of Naval Hospital in Balboa Park, Roosevelt and Memorial Junior High, and the La Jolla Beach
and Tennis Club. His clientele ranged from Coronado to Rancho Santa Fe. He designed a great many residential
landscapes in Kensington Heights, although few plans survive.

In the 1920s, he developed a friendship with Master Architect Richard Requa and accompanied him on a tour of
Europe and North Africa in 1928, in search of architectural styles analogous to 19th century Mexican California
buildings. After they returned, Requa designed Sessions’ nursery building in Old San Diego in 1929. Their close
association led to a number of commissions. George Marston hired Sessions to relocate five Canary Island Palm
trees and install them around the tile cross on Presidio Park. After Requa signed-on as head architect for the
restoration and development of Balboa Park for the 1935 San Diego Exposition, Sessions landed the contract to
design the landscape for the Ford Building, which included a “Roads of the Pacific” landscape along a narrow paved
track on which model 1935 Ford automobiles took guests. In 1936, he was a member of the Horticultural Committee,
Del Mar Fair Flower Show. He retired from Old Town in the 1950s and opened another nursery in La Jolla at the
intersection of Torrey Pines Road and Virginia Way, which he closed at age 58. While there, he became active with
the San Diego Lions Club, San Diego Toastmasters International, La Jolla Merchants Association, the board of
trustees of the La Jolla Town Council, and the governing board of the La Jolla Floral Association.

At the same time he opened the La Jolla business, he and his wife, Margaret Baer Sessions, moved to Sonoma
County to raise Hereford Cattle and registered quarter horses. After retiring from ranching some twenty-eight years
later, he returned to La Jolla in 1986 to reside at 733 Kline Street. Margaret died in 1987 and he then married
Yolanda Samperio. He passed away October 22, 1995 at the age of 94 and was buried at Greenwood Memorial Park
in San Diego Sessions published a lengthy series of articles in the Union-Tribune and Sunset Magazine. He
contributed to the Sunset Western Garden Book in its first issues. From 1939 to 1949, he served as Park
Commissioner, City of San Diego and promoted planting of trees along public streets. In the 1930s, he delivered a
Vocational Guidance Speech to San Diego State College. City of San Diego Councilwoman Christine Kehoe led
adoption of Resolution R-95-1799 to declare June 12, 1995, Milton P. Sessions Day in San Diego (Minutes, City of
San Diego, June 12, 1995).Cuyamaca College honored Sessions with “Horticulturalist of the Year” in 1993.
Simultaneously, the 22nd Agricultural District honored him as the Official Host of the Del Mar Flower Show. The San
Diego Zoological Society honored him on Arbor Day 1993 by planting a feather-duster palm in the Australasian
section of the Zoo (San Diego Daily Transcript March 4, 1993). Evelyn Weidner of Weidmur's Gardens in Encinitas
declared Sessions a pioneer horticulturalist (Ibid.)
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Landscape Integrity. The National Park Service (NPS) has issued Bulletin 18, “How to Evaluate and Nominate
Designated Historic Landscapes” to guide consideration of designed historic landscapes. Although the City of San
Diego uses its own process, the NPS bulletin serves as a helpful guideline for this review. For the purposes of this
evaluation, the Milton Sessions’ designed landscape is a: landscape consciously designed and laid out by a master
gardener, landscape architect, architect, or horticulturalist to a design principle, or an owner or other amateur using a
recognized style or tradition in response or reaction to a recognized style or tradition. The NPS also identifies a
number of historic landscape types, such a zoological gardens and parks, campgrounds, battlefields, parkways,
botanical and display gardens, and the like. For the purpose of this evaluation, the The George T. Forbes / Richard
Requa Model Home landscape is identified within the type category of “small residential grounds.”

The historical landscape is also considered under the seven integrity criteria also used for structures, which are
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. In this case, the George T. Forbes /
Richard Requa Model Home qualifies for its association with the development of Kensington Heights significant in our
past, under Criterion A. In addition, the historic landscape qualifies under Criterion C, as it may embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possesses
high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction. In this regard, the landscape is associated with the productive career of Master Landscape Architect
Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape architect.

Bulletin 18 also requires that the discussion of integrity consider the degree to which the landscape conveys its
historic character; the degree to which the original fabric has been retained; and whether or not the changes to the
landscape are irrevocable, or can they be corrected so that the property retains its integrity. Furthermore, the
standards point out that vegetation in landscapes is not stable, in that landscapes, and plants by definition, are ever-
changing in their life cycle and through “seasonal cycles, maturation, pruning, removal, neglect, and other forces.”
They point out that a designed historic landscape “need not exist today exactly as it was originally designed or first
executed if the integrity of location and visual effect have been preserved.” Furthermore, “the absence of original
vegetation may not diminish integrity . . . if the same or similar species of appropriate size have been
replanted to replace dead, diseased, or mature specimens.” The landscape is still undergoing evaluation and
could be restored with sufficient replacement plant material at some point under a Mills Act application.

Vegetation, another important feature of most landscapes, is not stable. It is always changing--by seasonal
cycles, maturation, pruning, removal, neglect, and other forces. If one first determines that the more stable elements
of the designed landscape are sufficiently intact to represent the original design intent, then it can be determined
whether the existing vegetation taken as a whole reinforces or supports the original design intent. A bare site that was
once heavily groved, for example, usually would be considered ineligible. Less dramatic changes in vegetation might
not disqualify a site on the question of integrity. A designed historic landscape need not exist today exactly as it
was originally designed or first executed if integrity of location and visual effect have been preserved.
Originality of plant materials can increase integrity but absence of original materials does not automatically disqualify
a designed landscape. The absence of original vegetation may not diminish integrity, for example, if the same
or similar species of appropriate size have been replanted to replace dead, diseased, or mature specimens. A
boulevard that has lost its original trees but where appropriate new street trees have been planted may retain
integrity. Some later vegetation, especially specimen varieties, may also possess significance in its own right
regardless of its relationship to the original design or implementation.




State of California _ The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial

Page 33 of 33 *Resource Name or #: The George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home
*Recorded by:  Ronald V. May, RPA *Date: April 2012 [X] Continuation [] Update

*B10. Significance (Criterion D continued):

Condition will play a significant role in evaluating integrity. Such categories as excellent, good, fair, deteriorated, and
severely deteriorated applied to individual features may assist the researcher in making a final judgment about the
overall condition, and thus the integrity, of the property. Plant materials that are diseased, overmature, or have been
subjected to excessive pruning or other improper treatment, as well as areas where there is extensive soil erosion,
may diminish a landscape's integrity. Condition, of course, is reversible; in many instances it may be possible to
enhance integrity through maintenance, replanting, or other restoration or reconstruction procedures.

In conclusion, although the George Thomas and Marie Forbes / Richard Requa Model Home was designed by
recognized Master Landscape Architect Milton Sessions, who was a significant San Diego landscape
architect, Legacy 106 Inc. concludes that this resource does not rise to the level to prove it retains sufficient
original fabric and integrity to embody the distinctive elements of the design of the landscape designs of
Milton P. Sessions at this time.

HRB Criterion E National Register of Historic Places listing or eligibility.

Criterion E does not apply to this property.

HRB Criterion F as a contributing resource to the Historical District.

Criterion F does not apply to this property.
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A.3 — Water/Sewer Records

A.4 — Building/Construction Permits
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A.1 Assessor’'s Building Record
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A.1 Assessor’s Building Record
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A.2 Notice of Completion

Miscellaneous Book # 83, Pages 271 & 272
Recorded on July 18, 1929

WL

o

i

o

R T A A T S & e 1 e A A ok e ATy

2

HQTICE OF COMPLETIOH.
STATE OF CALIFORKRIA, )
COUNTY OF SAE DIEGO,

GEDRGE T, FORBES, being first duly sworn, deposes and s&ys: That he is now
snd was upon the 17th day of July, 1929, the owner iun fee simple of that certain real
property situated in the County of Sam Disgo, sState of California, and partiecularly
deseribed as follows, to-wit:

Lot T™wo Hundred Eighty~five (285) Uuit 3, Xzasington Heightsm, mccording %o
Map 1548, Tiled in the offiece of the Counity Clerk Saptsmber 28, 1926.

That, aa sueh owner of said land, affiant, adbout the -<=e &ay 0f weew 191 , sntersd

into a contract With =--= for the erection snd eonstruction, upon the laxnd above

_d2moribed, of a certain building, to-wit: Y. LN =

That said building hss been duly constructed and the same was acinuelly completsd on the
seventesnth day of Jv.l}. 1929, : E
This noties is given in pursuance of thas provisiocns of Seatior 1187, of the Code of
¥4l Procedure, of this Steie. )
Goorgs . Forbes
gnbkeeribed anl sworn to before me thiz 17th day of July, 1929.
Habel B. Frear

£ SIEIN
/ Y2bsl By Hotary Publie in and for the County of
(- Treser ..
z v.' Saa piego, State of California.
4

bl AT ot A sty ke

Keoorded at reguest of Bach Qo., Jul 16 1929, at 9 mdn. psst 10 efcleek, A,K.

John H. Ferry,.county Resorder. ..

Pee $1.00 . . By D. B. Woodard, Deputy .. .- 41409

COMPAREL
£y 13 8 7 2 : sios o
A rRs ,“:"-«35’{%&-6{ : o R SaR

OarUTY QU xTY KELOSDEW

-.-.--.—OOONOOOOOO-.--..- -




A.3 Water Record

A water record could not be located for this property.
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A.3 Sewer Record

A sewer record could not be located for this property.
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits
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A.4 Building / Construction Permits

Legacy BPIS Permits

e, vy
THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO
Davelopment Services

10/26/10 2:49 pm
Page 1 of 1

Y41-920-01 1222 First Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101-4154
Project Information
Plan File: P-806294-00 Status: A orc: [ Submitted: 08/09/2000
Contractor Info: AMERICAN SEWER DETECTION Worker's Comp. Ins: Owner Builder: ]
License: 557117 Phone: (714)499-4484 Policy: CLS: C-36
Expires: 02/28/2089 Expires: BTC:
Purpose of Permit
Address: 004256 RIDGEWAY Address ID: 191358 APN: 440-031-0900
Permit Num: P-806294-00 Status: F Issued: 08/10/2000 Structure: 001
Comments: Expires: 07/24/2001 BC Code: 8011
Finaled: 01/25/2001 BC Desc: PLUMB/GAS 1 OR 2
FAMILY
Desc. of Work; REPLACE DAMAGED SEWER LINE
Structure Information
Lot: Model/Desc: Type of Constr: Insp Cat: C Soil:
Bedrooms: Stories: QCC Group:
Studio: 0 Permitted: Units: 0 OCC Load:
1: 0 Fir Area:
2: 0
Plan Ch :
0 Total:  Units: 0 nGhiselrren
4 0 Flr Area: Valuation: Init:
5: 0 Bldg Area: Final:
Inspection Status
Inspection Type Scheduled By Complete Init Status Other Remarks
11 SANITARY PLUMBING 08/16/2000 08/16/2000 DPM P
90 FINAL 01/25/2001 01/25/2001 DPM P
Permit Fee Calculation
Qty Description Fee Fund Account Paid Key
1 PLUMBING ISSUANCE FEE $30.00 41300 73450 $30.00 PCO2
1 WATER PIPE REPAIR/REPL $6.50 41300 73450 $6.50 P22
Project Fee Summary
Invoice No Amount Printed Init Payment Time Cashier ST Revenue Date
0029244 00 $36.50 081102000  yrG D8/10/2000 15:07 HFW P 08/11/2000
Total Fees Incurred: $36.50 Amount Paid To Date: $36.50
Stacey Harris 687-5816

p2k v 02.02.03




A.5 Site Plan with Footprint
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A.6 County Lot and Block Book Page
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A.7 Previous Survey Forms
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City of San Diego/Kental Historic District

March 2071
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Attachment B

Ownership and Occupant Information

B.1 — Chain of Title
B.2 — Directory Search of Occupants
B.3 — Deed from the Date of Construction
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December 7, 1928

December 10, 1928

December 10, 1928

July 17, 1929

March 29, 1930

February 11, 1932

June 28, 1933

September 29, 1944

December 14, 1945

March 18, 1946

April 20, 1948

July 11, 1967

August 1, 1967

September 20, 1967

50

B.1 Chain of Title

4256 Ridgeway, Kensington Heights
Lot 285, Kensington Heights, Map 1948
Tax Assessor’s Parcel Number 440-031-09-00

Union Trust Company of San Diego to George T. Forbes, December 19,
1928, Deed Book 1564, Page 183

George T. and Marie Forbes took out a $13,000 Trust Deed for five years
at 7% from Title Insurance Company, December 19, 1928, Deed Book
1569, Page 164

George T. and Marie Forbes took out a $5,500 Trust Deed for one year at
12% from Union Trust Company of San Diego, Deed Book 1570, Page
124

George T. Forbes filed a Notice of Completion, Miscellaneous Book 83,
Page 271

George T. and Marie Forbes to Thomas R. Hanna for $13,000, April 1,
1930, Deed Book 1759, Page 126

Thomas R. and Rose T. Hanna to National Finance Corporation,
February 16, 1932, Deed Book 74, Page 471

National Finance Corporation to Josephine Cooper Hanna and Mark
Crouch Hanna, July 1, 1933, Deed Book 226, Page 277

Josephine Cooper Hanna and Mark Crouch Hanna to Larry T. and Miriam
Finley, October 11, 1944, Deed Book 1760, Page 117

Larry and Miriam Finley to Minor J. Hyde, Jr. and Merle M. Hyde, January
18, 1946, Deed Book 2048, Page 249

Minor J. Hyde, Jr. and Merle M. Hyde to Alfred W. E. and Grace M.
Harper, April 23, 1946, Deed Book 2115, Page 249

Alfred W. E. and Grace M. Harper to Alfred W. and Grace M. Harper, May
17, 1948, Deed Book 2800, Page 319

Alfred W. Harper, deceased, Grace M. Harper and Beverly Ann Brandt to
John L. and Frances J. Davies, August 1, 1967, File 112867

Estate of Alfred William Harper to John L. and Frances J. Davies, August
1, 1967, File 112868

Grace M. Harper to John L. and Frances J. Davies, September 22, 1967



January 24, 1974

June 25, 1984

May 15, 1998

July 11, 2001

July 11, 2001

September 11, 2003

September 19, 2003
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B.1 Chain of Title
Page 2

John L. and Frances J. Davies to Marilen H. Sedlock and Robert P.
Sedlock, Jr., May 8, 1974, File 118930

Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock quitclaim to Robert P.
Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock 1984 Trust, June 25, 1984, File
237879

Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock Trustees U.D.T. May 22,
1984, to Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock, Mary 28, 1998,
File 313133

Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock quitclaim to Robert P.
Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock, July 19, 2001, File 499802

Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock quitclaim to Robert P.
Sedlock and Marilen H. Sedlock, Trustees of Sedlock 1984 Trust dated
May 22, 1984, July 19, 2001, File 499803

Robert P. Sedlock and Marilen H. Sedlock, Trustees of Sedlock 1984
Trust dated May 22, 1984, grant to Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H.
Sedlock , September 11, 2003, File 1112425

Robert P. Sedlock, Jr. and Marilen H. Sedlock to Robert P. Sedlock and
Marilen H. Sedlock, Trustees of Sedlock 1984 Trust dated May 22, 1984,
September 19, 2003, File 1153675
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B.2 Directory Search of Occupants

1930 Vacant

1931 Hanna T R (0) Hanna Thos R (Rose) (Hotel Pickwick) h 4256 Ridgeway

1932 Hanna T R (0) Hanna Thos R (Rose V) (Hotel Pickwick) h 4256 Ridgeway

1933 McDowell Nat McDowell Nat (Belle L) real est 320 E h4256 Ridgeway Dr

1934 Hanna Mark Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1935 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1936 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1937 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1938 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1939 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1940 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1941 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway
Hanna Mark C Jr Student KELSEY JENNEY COMMERCIAL
COLLEGE r4256 Ridgeway

1942 Hanna M C (o) Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway
Hanna Mark C Jr clk Mark Hanna r4256 Ridgeway

1943 Hanna Mark (o) Hanna Hanna Mark (Josephine), Chrysler and Plymouth Motor Car
Distributors, 1061 India, h 4256 Ridgeway

1944- | Vacant

45

1946 No Directory

1947- | Harper A E (0) Harper Alfred W E (Grace) signs 452 8" Ave 4256 Ridgeway Dr

48

1950 Harper AW (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace M) pres Lumenad Corp and pres San Diego
Neon Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway Dr

1952 Harper AW (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace D) pres Am Sign Shop, Luminad Corp and
S D Neon Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway

1953- | Harper AW (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace D) pres Am Sign Shop, Luminad Corp and

54 S D Neon Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway

1955 Harper AW (o) Harper Alfred W (Grace D) pres Am Sign Shop and San Diego Neon
Sign Co h4256 Ridgeway

1956 Harper AW (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co h 4256
Ridgeway

1957 Harper AW (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co h 4256
Ridgeway

1958 Harper AW (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co h 4256
Ridgeway

1959 Harper AW (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co h 4256
Ridgeway

1969 Harper AW (o) Harper, Alfred W (Grace) pres San Diego Neon Sign Co h 4256

Ridgeway
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B.3 Deed from the Date of Construction
Book of Deeds # 1759, Pages 126 & 127

; ~PG 126 of Deeds
ORANT DEID 4/1/1930 # 15870 BK 1759 - PG

6.7:FOTORS and SURIT FORBES, husband emd Wifs, 3a ecmiiderstica of :Tem Dellars,
to them in Pand pasd, the recelpt of shiaek 1s Beredy Geknouledged, 4o Nereby ORANT TO THOLUS .
FANEA, a1l tBat Ré4l Property fn the Comnty ef Sen Diegs; Stata of Cilifemiis, GeserDoed ea:

1% Fumber THO YRNDMED SIGHTSPIVE {266) of XEXSHCTON FXTIINS RIIT

“YTLERR THRZX, @4 per Lap Mo.1948 £iled ik the offios of the Comty Resorder of il Comty,
Septanber I8,1920. i 7
SUBTZCT 07 Stats and Comnty Texes for the fisvkl yeat 1030=31, ‘ }
cond iticns; restrietions, essemsnta end rights of Wy of reewrd, md tazes of the Kensingven
sewet D4striet, Mosd Iaproverent Distries and Kensinglon Beights Publis Highway Lighting Distriet.
Also subjaot to-a £1ret Trust Desd ozacuted by O.T.FOMBES and MARIE FOTBES payedle %0 .the liorigsce
Ausrintee Company 1o $he sacwmt of $15,000 fve mé payedle Jemuary 1, 195¢, which Trust Deed

. K T~ e ey - 7
[« - —— - . - — . i i |1m=

:

ui"‘ﬁaﬁavaso;oml

e ol

i

Grantee asswmes end agrees %0 pay. -
0 FAVE AND TO M0ID to the said Orentse ils Mirs Or essigne fersvers
FITITSS our dends this B9tk.day ef inred 19N0.
% 6.7, FORERY,
‘EARIS FOTBRS.

State of Californts ).
County of los ingeles )

(]
v

Cn Wi 29%h.day of Larsh 1930, berore 3, Carl B« Tegaer, u Natary Pudlie i i for
ta1d County, persouslly eppeared 0.%.FOISES end IARIE FOMIS, Lustenl ead wife, Muéea %2 e
to b4 t5e parscus whese Bne. aTe subseridel to the within fastrwmmt, and esimesledsed
Thet they executed 1he sames

TITAXSS ny hand asd Offfelal Seel.

Sl 3. Tegaer ¢
‘Rotary Publlc tn and for sald Comty and State.

carl
Sy ; . :
Tegner Ay Comission Kxpizes Jume 7,1931.

0538 AINd30 “¥DIVE T

Sveoried at Fequest of Thice Title Msureaee Cov Jpr 1, 1830, @t 47 Xin. Fust 2 o'slsek 5ui,

Jolm Z. Ferry Comty Mmsorder
18870 Fee $1.00 W @ A &y B. €. farscas, Deputy

et ~
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|Attachment C

Maps

C.1 — City of San Diego 800 Scale

Engineering Map
C.2 — Current and Historical USGS Maps
C.3 — Original Subdivision Map
C.4 — Sanborn Maps

1886/1887

1906

1921

1940

1950

1956

54
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C.1 City of San Diego 800 Scale Engineering Map
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C.2 Current USGS Map - 1994
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C.2 Historical USGS Map - 1967
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C.3 Original Subdivision Map
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C.3 Original Subdivision Map
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C.3 Original Subdivision Map
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C.4 Sanborn Map — 1886/1887

None for this area
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C.4 Sanborn Map — 1906

None for this area
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C.4 Sanborn Map — 1921

None for this area

63



C.4 Sanborn Map 387 — 1940

None for this area
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C.4 Sanborn Map — 1950

None for this area
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— 1956
Map # 299J

C.4 Sanborn Map

Volume 2,

Swee Outeie), Car ¥or &




|Attachment D
Photographs

D.1 — Historical Photographs
D.2 — Current Photographs
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D.1 Historical Photograph
Kensington Heights lot plan, circa 1927
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Aerial photograph of Kensington Heights from 1927
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Aerial photograph of Kensington Heights from 1927.
View to the south. Mission Valley is in the foreground.

Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center




D.1 Historical Photograph

Photo dates from approximately 1927. Middlesex Drive looking east.

All historical photos courtesy of the San Diego History Center
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D.1 Historical Photograph
Ridgeway Drive in 1928

|

Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph
Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource under construction in 1928
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929
Historical photographs courtesy of the San Diego History Center
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929




D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929
Taken from Milton Sessions' "San Diego Gardens" scrapbook
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| Photograph
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929
Taken from Milton Sessions' "San Diego Gardens" scrapbook
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929
North (rear) elevation
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Resource in 1929
Looking north
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929. Model home
furniture was provided by H.L. Benbough.




D.1 Historical Photograph

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Interior photograph of the resource dating from 1929
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D.1 Historical Photograph

Sales Renderings
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation

Current photos by Kiley Wallace, November 2011
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D.2 Current Photograph
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation




D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
- e

Comparison photo below from Requa's 1926 book entitled Architectural
Details: Spain and the Mediterranean
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation




105

D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front)
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation




D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation

South and West elevations
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation

Chimney viewed from the southwest
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - South (front) Elevation

Comparison photo below and paragraph excerpt from Requa's
1929 book entitled Old World Inspiration for American
Architecture
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D.2 Current Photographs - West Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - West Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - West Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation

Comparison photo below from Requa's 1926 book entitled
Architectural Details: Spain and the Mediterranean
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation

Comparison photo below and paragraph excerpt from Requa's 1929 book
entitled Old World Inspiration for American Architecture

Fountains in the Alcazar Gardens,—Continued.

At every path intersection in the garden is a fountain.
Every fountain is of a different form and treatment.

The tops of the pools are set flush with the pavement
and are shaped in interesting geometrical patterns. Some
of the pools overflow the curbs onto the colored tile pave-
ment, and drop into a surrounding gutter from whence
the water is conveyed through the gardens in open chan-
nels, usually down the center of the paths and stairways.
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D.2 Current Photographs - North (rear) Elevation

Comparison photo below from Requa's
1926 book entitled Architectural Details:
Spain and the Mediterranean
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D.2 Current Photographs North (rear) Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - Rear Patio

Looking north - view of pool and pool house
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D.2 Current Photographs - North and East Elevations
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - East Elevation
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior

Photo below and paragraph excerpt
from Requa's 1929 book entitled Old
World Inspiration for American
Architecture
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior
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D.2 Current Photographs - Interior
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|Attachment E

HRB Criteria
Supplemental Documentation

E.1 — Criterion A
E.2 — Criterion B
E.3 — Criterion C
E.4 — Criterion D
E.5 — Criterion E
E.6 — Criterion F
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E.1 Criterion A — Community History

Tract Office of the Kensington Heights Company, 1927

George T. Forbes, President, third from left. Richard S. Requa, center
Photos this page courtesy of the San Diego History Center
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E.1 Criterion A — Community History

San Diego Union article from January 20, 1929 featuring the resource

THE SAN DIEGO UNION: SUNDAY- MORNING, JAN. 20, 1923

1

LOCAL ARCHITECT A

gEEKS BALIFURNIA .'Rivhnrd S. Requa, local architect and champion of the .
Californinn type home, has plaoned thix interesting dwelling of Keasington Ileights, and when it ix completed it will be
_ furnished and opened to inspection of homa lovers by the

ax & mxiel of his favarite design for the Sapthland in gen-
developers of the high class rexidential tract,

. SWLEW_HUUSES e o

Deplores Tendency lo Copy
Ancient Types; Sees Op-
poriunity for Originality.

Worr has begun, according W De-
yiasBaker rompany, devaoping Xen-
sington Heighls on what ls being va-
riously called tha Ridgawsy houwe, the
Valley Mim Bpacimen home and the
Million Dwllar hause. Tha first retabe
1'ahes the location af the houss, which
1e on Ridgeway drive, around tha 3
weenie rim of Kenainglon Jeight. The o .*‘) E, >
second Indicates the fact that the % . ¥ 3 3 3 v
lintiae la being DuIIL for exhiditian

ptpoess, prior o OFCUPANCY, M A
sranerrta aemansization of whal ean
Jba anne hotee weaULllZ30G,,
.\'AII" n The third means Lhat
thie particuinr hmisa hrings up ihe
value of housa bullt at Kenaington
Melghta o the million-aaliar mark,

Reqqua & Jacksnn are tha architecta
far this new honse, which 1a Gealgned
n the "Californian™ atyle, long ad-
\vorated by Richard 8. Requa a4 the
fitting deslgnation for tha type of
architecture logically designed W har-
maniza with tha wapagraphy, enlorings
‘and unigue natural conditions eiiat-
e tn Califarnia, “California’s archl-
tacture should not be Bpanlsh, Mlas
rian, Jtal Moadiah or any OLbeT af.
cient and WG Alyle,” says Requa,
“putL & erestion tnapired and sUg-
geated by 'ha architecture of those
cnuniries which have similar elimatic
anditions"

WInE VARIETY OF KTYLES

Whels ane pausea 0 reallzz the
preseut architectural altuation in Cale
ifomia, with ita hodge-podga of con-
flicung snd Incanzruny yles where
sach owner or bullder arpitrarily

“lected an old world style that slruck
fwncy, One heartly sgrvea wilh

-ua that Callfornia should develop
wodt Callifarnian style and get the
credit for what la truly a Callfornis
creation.

In connectlon with the new house
an Valley Rim, Requa states that he
haa arladom had soch an opporiunity
to dmaizn & bulldlog without belng
ormpeiled 10 compromise hls scheme
Ly incorparsting confliclng fdesa of
thie owner, Responding to the faith
and freedom feposed I Dim. he has
been Inapired 1o create his conception
of Californian srehitacture in perfect-
von of pian, design, landacaping and
furnishings 0 s degree seidom ale
Jawed, Therelore, with ihe planning
of tnls house In the hands of cue
Ppreon, qualifisd by telent and experi-
ance 1o exemplify the beat la Callfor-
nia archilecture, the bullding should
esrn fame &8 & perfect house far be-
yond Bsn Diem,

BITE INEXTENAIVE

Another interesting sldelight on the
new IUdgewsy house ks the fect that
the alte oo which It i3 belng arscted
wis the mosl Inszpenaiva on ths en-
Ure mim, yeb Architect Requa after
surveying all the rim lots, unhesitat=
Ingly choas IL for Nis =perfect™ house.| = 7 =
Je Gld tnis despite the fact that ihe
site fell away from strect larel, hence
wia priced lowsr, He choss the sile
becausa the home will catch & Yiew
batween canyona of Califormia’s fint
mision, aa though st the eand of &
“teleacope. The north windows will
frame In perpetuity a living picture of
oie of the moet hlstoric scenss [0
Calltornia, .

Instead of & panorama of the whole
walley, mountains and ses, which 0
talher 100 mMUCh Yiew, according lo
flequia, the house will capiure a rarc
living piclure—more satiafying sod
far niore Intimate day afier day than
the sublimily of & full penorsma.
Which sxplains, adds Requa, why even
e Urand Canyon, gey alter cay, b
& BJt o bix for the human aplrit,

———————

.

Model Home Being Erected. to Assist Builders *

Y

L)
RET -~
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5
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E.1 Criterion A — Community History
Back cover ad from the July / August 1930 issue of The Modern

N.wr.x

"

sl

AR-SIGHTED parents plan in advance the

education of their children. They see in

beautiful Kensington Heights—San Diego's
finest residential district—two solutions to the edu-
cation problem:

* First, those with children of college age who will
attend the new State College now building just be-
yond Kensington Heights recognize that this charm-
ing community presents the proper home cultural
background for students,

In other words, they see Kensington Heights as
not merely a temporary place to camp while the
children attend college (“because it is nearby”) but
#as oﬂ'enng a perfection of dwelling for the parents'
i own ‘comfort and for the morale of the children.

To such parents we are able to offer, in consid-
erable price range, a choice of distinctive homes
already built, or we will help plan and finance your
own construction.

KENSINGTON HEIGH

Clubwoman, featuring the resource

Permit No. 166
2 Cents Paid

Return Postage Guaran....

“r

Second, those parcnts with chi]dren not yet of
college age realize that not only is Kensington
Heights the hub of an entire educational system.
but that value increases in lots still unsold repre-
sent an investment opportunity which should pay
a child's college educntxon lzter on.

In this regard Kensmgton Hexghts is comparable
to Westwood Hills, adjoining the new university in
Los Angeles, because just as numerous parents are
investing there with the expectation that enhance-
ment in realty values will pay for future college
courses, similarly parents are mvestmg in Kensmg-
ton Heights. , 3 RN

Parents are invited to come out and talk over
this matter with us. To reach Kensington Heights.
motor or take No. 11 street car to Adams at
Marlborough, then north a few blocks. Office of the
Davis-Baker Company on the property at 5100

Marlborough Drive.

| 4
23

'
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Davis-Baker Company ad featuring the resource
Courtesy of the San Diego History Center

The 1pecimen [idgeway Home, Just apened for exhibition, is the lost word in luxwriows California dwelling, Completely end
d-;uaif;, j‘umialx; to l)wfz:l d:‘rai;_ by H. L.ullrn'blnufh‘.‘ cn§ ;;:lllu"v {MJA:;;;’::‘I b‘l:{::‘ahn:: I:I'I" W’m;lly”n‘:u-

picd. The view, of Cabjornia’s firit misiion from the cpcciolly designed “eirvicw™

¢f @ great painting.

7 room window i es memorable us that

“ You Who Are Planning a Home

~do not fait to see beautiful Kensington Heights!

ENSINGTON Heights is San Diego's
K ideal home district: climatically, archi-
tecturally, artistically, culturally and even
historically., Three years ago it was a mere
barley field; today over 125 families have
already selected it for permanent resi-
dence.

The fact that more than one and one-
half million dollars have already been in-

vested in homes here proves public appre- -

ciation of Kensington Heights and confi-
dence in its values.

Kensington Heights crowns the delight-
ful northeast section of San Diego, over-
looking picturesque Mission Valley and
California’s first mission. It is close to

Toar Prarsan, balld

e far dals
e b

the new State College, the new Herbert
Hoover high school and other schools.

Whether you intend buying a new home
or building, you will find Kensington
Heights journey’s end. In the several
houses open to inspection and sale you will
not only amass a wealth of building ideas,
but will in all probability discover your
ideal of a California residence. On the
other ‘hand, choice homesites can still be
purchased at moderate prices which leave
ample margin for increase in value.

~ Improvements, of course, are of the
best, while the restriction of architecture to
the simple, appropriate Mediterranean
type, with red-tile roofs and white walls,
makes the small houses as charm-
ing as the large ones. Thus, despite
the wide range of home and home-
site prices, you will be proud to live
anywhere in the property.
To reach Kensington Heights,
motor or take No. 11 street car to
Adams at Marlborough, then north

Baker Company on the property at
5100 Marlborough Drive. :

DAVIS - BAKER

> C°0OM P A NYX
Sen Dicgo end Pesadens, Celiferria

a few blocks. Office of the Davis-
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San Diego Union
February 10, 1929

l.';"‘ {1 -

CM n,love youn, fellow-men

THE abave scene depicts onc of the most dramatic momenls in the history of Western America.
In 1775, cight hundred savages attacked San Diego Mission, defended by cight whites. Father
Luis Jayme, iustead of joining the defenders, walked toward the asailants, smiling a gracious
grecting and saying, “Children, love your fellow-men.” The savages literally tore to picces
this Christlike character, but his noble action overawed them and they were beaten off.

Today, wonderful hicmes on the new Valley Rim of Kensington Heights look directly
Jdown on the scene of one of the greal deeds in history, for more love has no man than
1o give up his life for his [riends. Every weck hundreds of San Diegans visit Val-
ley Rim, from the big Olbservation Platform of which they can hest survey the
<ite of Califomia’s beginning. [l you have nol yet seen the impressively large
and ample houses now undler construction on the scenic nim, come oul at
once. bearing in mind that there are fewer than four-score of these his-
tory-laden sites. Motor or take No. 11 ecar, or call at Davis-Baker

Co., Spreckels Theatre Bldg., or phone Main 3165.

ALLEY RIM #

KENSINGTON HEIGHTS

20 pintes v 'T‘ﬁé % Overlooking Cal_ifbrnit{aj'frst ntission
ity Creniy . . 5

thrat beitety i}ﬁ}g‘ﬁ-\) Richard D. Davis Harrison R. Baker 3
ety JESHHN ;

)

i
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The Modern Clubwoman, December 1929, Volume lll, Issue 3
Features an article about the resource written by Richard Requa
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OFFICIAL ORGAN
SAN DIEGO COUNTY FEDERATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS
CHRISTMAS MUSIC NUMBER

AUTABETEN0 TR DD SPECCKRIS -..oconersersorers srenscarersossronemmmmenens Austin Adams

Sk Christmas MusiC. ....ccccoeeemnucecneeennes Etta Smith Snyder
Thoughits on JATE oo s Alfred R. Mitchell
Muste, Qur:Daily: Need-:onosgnniuniamamininigis Mamie V. Sullivan

The Place of the Progressive School Ethel D. Mintzer

My Idea of a Real California Home ... Richard S. Requa

(s L T O Xy e o e e Ruth N. Ball

The Bonham Brothers' Band.......cooemncicnees Martha L. McKellar
The Woman's Club of Lakeside ........ ...Mrs. W. O. Sanford
San Diego Philharmonic Association...........ccccccecoeeeoee...A. D. La Motte
Program for the Month. Esther E. Robinson
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Requa's article in the December 1929 issue of

The Modern Clubwoman

THE MODERN CLUBWOMAN

December, 1929
ya

V

My Idea of a Real (alifornia Home

Delightful front patio of the
Ridgeway House

There are no Spanish houses in
California, unless we consider as
such the crude buildings erected
by the early settlers during the per-
iod of Spanish occupation. This
may seem a startling misstatement
to those who have accepted the pre-
vailing style in the Southwest as
Spanish architecture. It is a fact,
however, that our modern building
styles in California are not Spanish,
Moorish or Italian; they cannot
even be classed under the compre-
hensive term of Mediterranean ar-
chitecture.

The very fact that our homes are
modern, built of modern materials
and equipped with modern conven-
iences places them outside and far
removed from the category of
ancient and exotic styles. It is the
real spirit of the work, the suitabil-
ity to purpose, the harmonizing of
necessities with beauty, the congen-
ial relation of building to environ-
ment, the frank honesty of its plan,
design and construction, that are the

By RICHARD S. REQUA

important determining factors in
the true architecture of a building.
The mere treatment or ornamenta-
tion of its exterior does not fix its
architectural style. Stuccoed walls,
a tile roof and an assortment of
crude Spanish ornaments and win-
dow grilles do not make a house
Spanish any more than a wolf in

sheep's clothing makes it a sheep,
nor an automobile salesroom with
imitation Greek columns makes it
a Parthenon.

It is obvious, or at least should be,
that a house must look like a home
and not like a church, fortress or
public institution. It is far more
important that it be planned for
interior cheer, comfort and conven-
ience than to harmonize with de-
cayed furniture, moth-eaten fabrics
and other cheerless relics of by-gone
ages, that have long outlived their
beauty and usefulness. A home
is not a museum,—it is to be lived
in and not merely looked at.

The Spanish house, except for a
few features of its exterior embell-
ishment and its delightful patio is
the antithesis of all we desire and
hope for in a home. Its street fa-
cade is formidable, as indeed it
had to be in the age in which it
was built, for then, every man
was a law unto himself and his
home was a fortress. Its interior is
a series of cheerless rooms without

The kitchen window not only faces the sunny south, but looks out on
this court within a court
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Continuation of Requa's article in the December 1929 issue of
The Modern Clubwoman

December, 1929

THE MODERN CLUBWOMAN

closets, bath rooms, heating facili-
ties or other conveniences. Often
the rooms have little light and ven-
tilation except what can filter in
through the open doorways. Sure-
ly, such crude and primitive build-
ings are not worthy of imitation in
this advanced and progressive age.

There are, however, certain fun-
damental characteristics of Spanish
architecture, as well as exquisite ex-
ternal features of design that are
adaptable to our climate and suited
to our 20th century ideas of a home.
These essential elements are to be
found in the architectural styles of
all countries having climatic condi-
tions similar to our own. It is rea-
sonable, therefore, to conclude that
these should be the basic principles
and features of our “Californian
Architecture.” Picturesque simpli-
city, unpretentious honesty in the
use and treatment of construction
materials, and the incorporation of
gardens in the architectural scheme:
these are among the important fea-
tures of Spanish design that are
particularly worthy of emulation in
our modern buildings.

For a long time I have hoped for
the opportunity to design a typical
California home, to have it approp-
riatly furnished, and opened for ex-
hibition to the influential citizens
of San Diego who are interested and
active in promoting the city's wel-
fare. At last this opportunity has
been afforded me by Mr. George T.
Forbes, owner of Kensington
Heights, who has enthusiastically

Main Entrance

financed the venture. Mr. Forbes
and the selling agents for his pro-
perties, the Davis Baker Company,
have taken a commendable interest
in good architecture and are endea-
voring to make Kensington Heights
a model Southern California com-
munity.

A lot was selected in their Valley
Rim subdivision that ideally suited
the purpose. The front portion of
the plot is several feet below the

street grade, giving an opportunity
for an unusual sunken garden effect
between the street and the main en-
trance of the building; in the rear,
the ground slopes into a side can-
yon of Mission Valley. The open-
ing in the hills frames a delightful

Rear view and street eniry of the Ridgeway House, Kensington Heights

and inspiring picture of California's
first mission and the San Diego Riv-
er with a background of bluffs ris-
ving to form the Linda Vista Mesa.

In the distance rise the foothills and
mountains of the back-country.
Where in all the Southwest could a
more varied, interesting and com-
prehensive vista be found?

In this delightful setting have I
realized my hopes and ambitions.
The house is not spectacular nor
awe inspiring, it is not jazzy nor full
of tricks, but it does possess charm
and friendliness. It assumes to be
nothing that it is not,—it is my idea
of a real California home. Mr. H.
L. Benbough cooperated with us in
selecting and supplying the draper-
ies, floor coverings and furniture.

An Alluring Corner

'~ Mr. Milton P. Sessions assisted in
the landscaping. Noted artists of
San Diego have generously loaned
examples of their work to add the
necessary notes of culture, color and
interest to the interior.

This speciman home, known
as the “Ridgeway House" is
now ready for visitors, but it
is not open for the public ex-
cept by special invitation. This
invitation is first tendered the
club women of San Diego who
are, we believe, the most ac-
tively interested in good homes
and the beautiful development
of our city. If your invitation
is not received by mail, it can
be obtained at the offices of
the Davis Baker Company on
the property. A hostess will be
in waiting at the house to wel-
come you and your friends.
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"Early Days in San Diego", a 1928 publication about Kensington Heights by
the Davis-Baker Company
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"Early Days in San Diego" continued
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"Early Days in San Diego" continued
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"Early Days in San Diego" continued
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"Early Days in San Diego" continued
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"Early Days in San Diego" continued




151

E.1 Criterion A — Community History

"Early Days in San Diego" continued
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"Early Days in San Diego" continued
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Article about Kensington Heights and the Davis-Baker Co.
from the May 27, 1929 issue of the National Real Estate Journal
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National Real Estate Journal article continued
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"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" by Anne D. Bullard.
Discusses the resource, Requa, and George T. Forbes.
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"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued
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"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued
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"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued
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"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" continued
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"1926, The Formative Year of Kensington Heights" bibliography
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Excerpt from Dennis G. Sharp's article in the Summer / Fall 2003 issue of the Journal of
San Diego History entitled "Reconstructed Adobe: The Spanish Past in the
Architectural Records of the San Diego Historical Society, 1907-1929".

GUIDE TO THE ARCHITECTURAL RECORDS COLLECTION

cians.”? In their exclusive parties and
events they could reflect on the narratives
of pure-blood Spanish Dons of Old
California.

During the 1920s entire planned
subdivisions also reflected the Spanish
past. In 1926, on a mesa just south of the
ruins of Mission San Diego de Alcala,
Harrison R. Baker and his Davis-Baker
Company from Pasadena began the sub-
division of Kensinglon Heights. As a sales
tool they heavily promoted the theme of
the Mission and the Spanish past of San
Diego (fig. 17). Richard S. Requa, another
early protégé of Trving Gill, was the archi-
tect in charge of the project. During the
1910s and 1920s, he became one the
foremost advocates for using Spanish

architecture in Southern California. He
had designed many homes and buildings
in the style in Coronado, Point Loma and

Mission Hills, mostly with his partners
Frank Mead and, later, Herbert 1.

s
M AKEWHTER
e

Lisaraw Sbas

Jackson. Requa had also traveled exten- Figure 18: Ridgeway Iouse, model home fin

sively in Spain, photographically docu- Kensington Heights, presentation drawing and
floor plan. From National Real Estate Journal,

menting the architecture of the region.34 : z
May 27, 1929. SDHS Fphemera Collection

Under his supervision every property was
designed in his signature Spanish style (fig. 18). Plans had to go through his office
before they could be approved. A promotional article touted, “Mr. Requa, using the
pure Spanish architecture of the mission as a keynote, has brought the district into
harmony with the Spanish tradition and the historic significance of the spot—for it is
here that California began.” Tivery structure would have “white stucco walls and red
tile roofs.” Gardens would [eature “native California cactus, Indian pottery and ollas.”
All this was designed to create a community “redolent of the atmosphere of early
California and the Padres.” In the same article, Davis-Baker was commended [or imple-
menting all the best restrictions to keep the development “a high grade residence dis-
trict.">? Besides the style of architecture, these restrictions included no oil drilling and
no dumping. Just as important to the Davis-Baker company and their clients, no prop-
erties could be “occupied by or leased or rented to any person other than a member ol
the White or Caucasian race, except in the capacity ol domestic servants."30

Requa had also conceived the initial design concept for the planned residential

127
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George T. Forbes, third from left, in 1926
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center

y o\ 7 o
A.\.ﬂ:}‘» :" £ 3 & > #
UT 102204 KenSinaton-Tal madge -Prometecs Baker ¢ Davis, Builder Forbesand Cordracter Mertiok 1424

Photo from Kensington-Talmadge, 1910-1997 by Dr. Thomas H. Baumann, DDS

Kensington Neights Company, 1930

Ceronge Forbes. president of (he company, on the ¢ gl (San Dieso Historical Soc ety)
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George T. Forbes was the first owner of 4256 Ridgeway

San Diego Union
_July 29, 1974

GEORGE T.'FORBES .-
<+ dled Saturday

G.T. Forbes
Rites Set
Wednesday

—Ser‘ﬂ'“ér for George Thom-
- as _Forbes, 84, a San Diego
er.and-davels|

.oper -who died Saturday in a
hospital will_be at. Alam ]
"Wégne ay.in Cypress.View,
Mortuary. Private entomb-

View Mausoleum.
___Forbes, a native of Kan-
. §as, fived in San Diego 42

years. He was the owner of

-George F‘orbes Réal Estate
-.—audsel:vedo

ment will follow in Cypress|

NELeERI-AE-PRAS

ident of the San Diego Board
~ofRealtorsHe was am

the-developers of Kensington

nd-a-partner-inthe

promotion of the Allled Gar

el—Cerro—and—5a
Carlos subdiyisions:”

Forbes was a life member|
of the. Old Mission Rotary
Club, a life member of Al
Bahr Shrine and a\meémber
+of Kensington Corpmunity
Church,

He, is' suryvived by two
daughters, Mrs. Magle
" Floore ‘of San Diego “and
| Mrs. Betty Thompsort of El

Cajon; two sons, Johp B. and

George T. Jr., both of San

Diego, 13 grandchildren

and five great-grandchu

dren.

e family kuggests con

~tributions to the American

Cancer Society.

George T. Forbes

George T. Forbes was born in Wauth-
ena, Kansas on November 20, 1889 and
died in San Diego on July 27, 1974. He
married Marie Bower, the daughter of a
physician in Guthrie Center, Towa on
June 27, 1914. Marie was born Decem-
ber 3, 1893 and died April 20, 1971.
Marie and George had four children:

Excerpt from Kensington-
Talmadge, 1910-1997 by Dr.
Thomas H. Baumann, DDS

George Thomas Forbes, Sr.
1889 - 1974

George, Sr. and his brothers operated
a hotel for a few years in Lewiston, Mon-
tana. After that he worked with an
export-import company with headquar-
ters in New York. Hiz company was the
vietim of a scam and went bankrupt,
Next, he came west to Santa Monica,
California, and started a real estate
business which was to become a highly
successful enterprise,

George, Jr. says his father then pur-
chased Kensington Heights and joined
with Davis Baker Company of Pasadena
who developed the area. Their company
wes known as the Kensington Heights
Company, and George was president.
The first unit was opened on January 4,
1925, Until his retirement, George's
office was located for many years in the
commercial building called “Marl-Dale”
at the corner of Marlborough Drive and
Hilldale Road.

He was an active member in many
erganizations, some of which were Old

Mission Rotary, Al Bahr Shrine, and the
San Diego Realty Board, of which he was
president. His son, George, Jr, remem-
bers that during World War II his father
sold a lot in Kensington Heights to a
man who returned in a few days saying
that he was worried. He said that he had
been recalled into military service and
that he did not want the lot. George said,
“Don’t worry, I'll return your money." As
he was writing the check he turned just
in time to see the man slump in his chair
and die. George later handed the check
to his widow.

Dr. Baumann remembered that
shortly after World War II he called at
George Sr's office and inquired about
purchasing a house in Kensington
Heights. George suspected correctly that
this young man was just getting started.
He stopped chewing his cigar long
enough to say, “I recommend that you go
talk with John Lovett. He has new
houses for sale over in Talmadge, and
you can buy a house for less from him.”

These incidents show the type of
man he was: generous, honest and ready
to do more than his share to make this
world a better place in which to live,

A Planned Community

With the Roaring Twenties came
unheard-of prosperity. Building materi-
als and labor were cheap. Even though
the city hindered Kensington's growth
by refusing to izsue water meters, the
area boomed with new building, By
1924, the builders and subdividers were
looking for more land.

Kensington Park Annex

On February 13, 1924 the Kensing-
ton Park Annex was opened by the Kens-
ington Park Land Company. It was
bordered on the west by County Road
(now 42nd Street), by Mission Drive on
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Thomas R. Hanna was the second owner of 4256 Ridgeway

"Model Home. Wins Eastern Purchaser

i Sale is announced of this $40,000 Ridgeway house in Kensington Heights, designed by
Richard S. Réqia as a specimen of how beautiful thé California home can be made in the|
proper environment. Thomas K. Hanna (inset), formerly of New York City and now lessee
Aof‘ the Pickwick hotel, is the purchaser.

Indlecative of the active demand for
8an Diego houses of the better klnd
Is the snnouncement of the purchase
by Thomas R. Hanna. farmeriy of New
York City and now lessee of the Pick-
wick hotel in 8an Diego of the Ridge-
way house in XKensington Helghts,
The purchase was mede through Guy
Lichty of the Roy C. Lichty organiza-
tion. :

The Ridgeway house was designed
by Richard 8. Requa 88 & specimen
of what can be done with the proper
Kind of homes in enhancing the beau-
ty and the desirability of the valley
rim of BRensington Heights, which
commands & noteworthy panorams of
Mission vaslley, with tho historie mis-
eion in the foreground. Requa, in fact,
plsuned the entire house around vistas
obtainabie of the mission through a
long canyon, with the unique result
that the mission becomes, as it were.
a living picture in the home.

Invitation to visit the Ridgeway
housg has been by card only, and it
15 a commentary on the demanpd for
well-bulit houses fn San Dlego that
the purchase was made before the
house could be opened to the public,
&8 was planned.

The story of how Hanna sclected the
Ridgeway house for his residence re-
veals 3 Jong study ln lving conditions
over a large area. About two years
6go he made a pusiness survey cof this
section, a8 & result of which hs flnal-
Iy acqulred the lease of the Plckwick
hotel. Meanwhle he had also made
a trip to Europe before definltely de-
ciding to live in San Dlego. He says
that if he had found anything In
Europe a8 good a8 San Dlego, he would
undoubtedly have settled there,

But he did not, and after viziting
many parts of the old world he come
back to southern Californis more en-
thusiastic then ever, knowing that in

e

&

climate and sunshine, a8 well as mod-
ern  conveniences, San Diego out-
stripped even the classical haunts of
man,

—_———————————
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Thomas R. Hanna owned the Pickwick Hotel
Historic photo inset on the left dates from 1929

Historic photo courtesy of San Diego History Center
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The 1930 U.S. Census showing Thomas R. Hanna and Rose Hanna living
at 4256 Ridgeway
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Mark Hanna's Chrysler dealership, circa 1938. He and his wife Josephine

were the third owners of 4256 Ridgeway.
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center

Mark Hanna's Chrysler / Plymouth dealership, 1941
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center
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Ad for Mark Hanna's dealership
from the 1934 San Diego City Directory

AUTOMOBILE

MARK HANNA

DISTRIBUTOR

CHRYSLER AND PLYMOUTH
MOTOR CARS

Josephine Hanna obituary
San Diego Union
May 21 1959

Cl ubwoman D‘

Mr:. Jueph*at Hanng 59,2 San Bxego—clubw oman; died
&-howiuuasm m_:mmnmk t‘Eamu:

SALES AND SVIC tvehenu guto-dealer-here. -
E Mrs. Hanna was a native of Qhenandoah Iowa The

former Josephine Cooper Mofiatt, she attended the . Uni-
Tel., Frg versity_ot Nebraska at. Ltncoln and studled ™ be a music
teacher. < oo
—Mys. Hanna-was weHJmnum g >
&s a pianist znd orgamst an
in club and cultural groups
She and Hanna were married
[in—1920—at -~ Shenandoah an
soon ‘moved to Los, Angeres
Mark and Josephine Hanna listed in the [T e S S Dl

1935 San Diego City Directory Mrs. Hapna: was a member| .
of the Thursday  Club, thel-~

HANNA MARK (Jouphine) Chrysler and Ply- [|Coliege Club, the Women's|
mouth Motor Car Distributors, 1061 India, | Commitiee of the Los Au-j -
Tel Franklin 7557, h4256 Ridgeway, Tel |5, ™. 750 Fine acts So -
Randolph 1309 @« right top lines and ||cicty.of San.Diego and thei‘

DI!Q 2’) Pelphian - Clib.:
. As a Red Cross Gray Lad)

Mrs., Hanna during World
War II entertained service-
men at Naval Hospital. Her
home was at 4165 Miller St.
Survivors include,” in addi- %
tion to her husband, two sons, RN e
Wark :Crouch Hanna Jr.. m...y.?@%.%m.ﬁ_. ...9.-.:_1.&@%.& iy
David Charles Hanna, both of! ell:-known planls |
Mt Helix, and four grand-! |

sons, L |

India at C

o
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San Diego Union
July 28, 1964

1
ii

Mark Hanna Dies;

I

Il

Reti red Car Dealer

Mark Hanna Sr 65 a veteran San Dlego auto dealer, d;ed;
Sunday in a hospltal at Buffalo, Wyo., of a heart attack.
Hanna, who retired in 1961, lived at 4165 Miller St. He was’
in Wyommg to visit relatlves of his wife, Jane, who survives..
The couple planned fo continue on fo Nebraska where Hanna
was born at the small farming-community of. Farnam. :
The former businessman had owned and operated a new car!
sajes agency tnder his name--here since - 1930, when Qe
_tfook over the San Diego and:
Imperial Counties d;strxbutorr
-ship of Chrysler and Plymouth
autos. He. retired after dissolv-|
. “ing the business and leasing iis;
_bullding at 1061 India St. fori
use as an mdependent service|
garage. x
Hanna.moved with his par-
ents, the Iate Mr. apd-Mr s¥
David Hanna, to Long Beach
when he was 11 His father, an
invalid, had retired as a bank
owner a_t Holdrege, Neb., where
-ﬁae—-SawDiegan--s?eﬁt:éisyoaﬁa,—_
Hanna entered.the auto busi-
ness .as an employe” of a Pa-
- -cific Coast distribuior of Dodge
cars in Los Angeles. Later, in
__the mid-1920s, he had the man-
ufacturer’s dealership in Boyle
i Heights, near Los Angeles, and
,then in Hollywood before com-
:Ing to San Diego. &

' % 3 An Armiy-veteran ox‘ﬂozid
vey 5 Oa s iWar 1, Hanna was. active i,
Sl e et

“hisiness and sociat attairs here:

MARK HA’\"’\ A

‘He was a formige-director of the

TOW TO Port '\Iotor Car Dealers Association

'of San Diego county and a mem-
(Continued on a-16_ Col. 5)

IMMING
L CON

enjoy “real s
ureal said
at the

The 1I0~mo ﬁshmg boat Ya-

LU[I‘-‘I‘ Cape Newage
The Yaqui Queen,
from a scientific survey
fion for the U.S. Bureau o _
mercial Fisheries, lost an\en- .
oine af1 a.m. Sunday 210 mi
kouth of San Diego

Watbr temoera ur
about 70 degrees.

‘was a member of the San Diego
:County Draft Board. 4

‘died here in 1959. In addition to
-his widow. survivors are two:

? grandchlldren s

Mark H.anna
Retired Auto
Dealer Die;

H (Continued from a-13)

‘ber of the San Diego Country
Club and the Cuyamaca Club.
_From a former business as-
sociate, Bernie Bellah, came a
[{ributg fo Hanna —as Demg iair
fand square to everyone.”

{ “In the automobile business
ino--one had—a~ betterjrame in
Téealmg#_ﬂr_empm dematom
{tomers than Ar. Hanna T Bel-
jlah said: “As Idng as I have
|been in this business, I've’ new-
jer heard a bad word against
‘him.”

; Bellah ‘was employed by the.
auto dealer 17 years, as serv-

m@l’amc Bel!ah bought the
-Mark Hanna business name in,
1861 _and continued the service |
;phace of-it.

Bellah - added that Hanna'SA
chief interest was the auto:
‘agency, which grew in personnel,
[from™a few employes in-=1838 to
‘approximately 50. After retir-,
iing, Hanna visited the service
‘shap every day. hiq former as-!
'sociate said, - '
~-=Afr. Hanna- had verv. hntle
crm]o\e turnover.” Bellah said.]

“His enploves were wery im-:
'portant to hinr so he lost- few!
cof them.”

During World \\arjrf Hanna

Hanna's first wife. Jasephme.,

sons, David C. of San. Diego and
Mark.C. Jr. of El Cajon; two!
'sisters, Mrs. Hazel Albertson of|
‘Los- Angeles- and Mrs. Gladys}
‘H. Titys of Holdrege, amd fourE

- Services.are pending ‘at Good- -
bod\ s Ivy Chapel..
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E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Larry Finley and Miriam Finley were the fourth owners of 4256 Ridgeway

The Billboard
January 20, 1945

Pohcy Sw itches 'j' s

Takes over l"t'b. 3, wilh
heavy bally paving way—
Wakelin sticks as manager

BAR RGO, Callt, Jan. 18-~daury
Mitiley Das Jonsed Misaion Beaok Awie-
makt Center hote and takes awer Pel-
Uery B, Well known [ this eaction tor

pramotional activitioe, the now leasor,
dleppad i when Wayne Dullard angd
Reln stepped vut, has Inerstied
PRILE, fone heavy far promotion, oud ride
monc devised & tulform palnting
thmout the arta

Roows lor doing big things in & big
way, Piolay i Bepuing off in the tew
Petey Wik & Dang. Ml ballroot 1k

for Rls opeding week-end (ooludes

Mae Marse snd Allsa Joues, with
Benry Plusen end drehestra. While ihe
spendituron for promotion have opmmed

RS At UNed epelirows i W sclian
Finley ¥ cotrnting oo g thiags Bappn
" i3 the San Dies area o earsy um
SR, One of these U (he Lot thal

DO & 0 b spent an e Darnor

A0 0 Beavtitying the seetion Mmoo

BRuok s i the ecuter ol the Betivity
PRy Nete Nimil? a4 the Ser with

B Nullipas, who s amociatnd  with

Waketic, remainiog with the new opers.
W A park mabeges. Tully Mol
formmmr Dand wader and booker [ \ha
fhee Pinicy Loands Mistion om puge 03)

nley Leases Mission Beach

“'f ct puuuc mmmn' Charles

| THomas
momam wx .-.lecmman, nmd ‘Hare,
sound fechnicisn; Lenore Daley, secre-
tary, and Barney McDevitt, outside ex-
pmltaﬂcm

Builds Heavy Promation

Heralding the opening of the park
under new mansgement, Finley has put
up 25 24-sheet hoards, most of which
he had 1o bujld when be found they were
not avallgbie, They are in permanent
locations. Other promotions nclude 300
trash cans; ‘300 streetcar and bus signs;
radio and newspaper Aadvertislog, and
the sign, “Visit World Famous Misfon
Beach Amusement Park,” on the beck
of 500 Yellow Caha.

Already reported skedded are 48 State
deys, with plans lauoched to fly gove
ernors from the Btates répresented; six
plenles, snd various community days,

Hiking rents was not the only fhing
handed concesstanaires. They also res
duced their prices as follows: All 25-cent
rides cut to 15 cents; all midway Sames,
25 cents to 10 cents; hot dogs, 20 cents
to 10 cents; scft drinks, 20 ¢ents to 10
cents, The price schedule is in effaot
daily, except Tuesdsy, whesn hot dogs

and drinks will be 5 cents easch. On
K!ddlec‘ Day, twice monthly, Finley plans
to sell 10 tickets for & dime and give
the kids free lce gream bars and 16mm,
mavies.

. groups, Friday might will

Another schedule announced {5 that

. of ballrocm, which will be opzn the year

round, The USO has been given the use
of the ballroom Sundsy afterncons, and

. Wecnesday will feature Western bands,

ven to civie

Enown as
Juvenile Night, with tickets, at 75 cents
a couple, belng sold In schools, with the
school athietic Tund getting a percentagy.
Dance spot holds 8,500 peopie.

Park has been wired for sound, Starte
ing May 11 there will be free attractions,
with an jce show already set.

Among the concessionaires who are re«
maining under the pew set-up are Joe
Stelnherg, Joe Mettler, A. C. Van Horn,
Bill Eeller, John Ostersoe, Frank Red-
mond, Del Thurber, J, Mock, Roy Mathi-
son, Billy Whllams, John Willard, Mag
MacAllister, Norman Botzar, Cal Swalon,
Newcomers are Tom Halpes, Joe Green
and Hugh Buchanan, among others,

Thursday the spot will be
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E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Larry Finley

The Billboard
Februa 3 1945

MISSION BEACH BALLROOM

Corotintoly Mormdeing wad Roviepmratid asd Frstusing e
“CALLIRY OF STARS"

N st unigue Ballcomin Decorstion. A
u:mmwummuumm

Cxpactly, 238
Operr pvany Sarsdny snd Sondley 151 May 1tk
FPIESRLIE Ne Dame bends and atirustions,
GALA RPENING, .. FERWUARY el sad 406
YapLy lu.pm ALY OF MEADLENERR

RESTAURANTS * PLUNGE * ARCADES * GAMES * ESSIONS
SWIMMING * SURF AND SUN nmmc *mmmmt RIDE.

UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION INLEY § ¢ ATES




172

E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Larry Finley

The Billboard
January 20, 145

Fion Dot

. A

Larry Finley listed in the 1943 San Diego City Directory
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The Billboard
January 20, 1945

Finley Buys Rink
In Mission Beach
Park, San Diego

Larry Finley

The Billboard
June 16, 1945

SAN DIRGO, Cailf, Jan, 18.—Larry
Finley, who takes over Mission Beach
Amusement Park here February 3 on a
three-year lease, has purchased the skat-
mrmmmmmmm
Finley has ed & new maple floor
and remodeled the spot thruout,

Acoording to Finley, the spot was hullt
about 20 years ago on ground owned by
the ecity with the lease expiring Feb-
ruary 2, The new lessor has bought the
bullding for $16500. On the basls of
the contract, the clty was to get the
hullding et the end of thres years. How-

Billboard Magazine
January 12, 1946

Mission Beach
Playing to Big
Wk.-End Crowds

SAN DIEGO, Cnlif., June §.~Larry
Pinley's Misslon Beach Amusement Park
got off to a good start Decoration Day
with thouszands jamming the park that
day and the following week-gnd. Pre-
season week-onds here havé been okay,
Schedule of free acls was (naugurated
with the Great Slegfried opening May
30 for four weeks with an option of one.

Ballroom wilI continue its polloy of
name bands, with Tony Pastor opening
for four weeks Tuesday (12), Jimmy
and Tommy Dorsey, with whom Finley
is associnted inv the operation of Casino
‘Gardons, Ocean Park, will play during
the summer here, Glea Gray and other
bands are sot.

Optrating in the park are: Mis. M, L.
PBeach end M. L, Beach Jr., cafe; B I,
Bangel, cigarette gailery; R. H. Bishop,
hit Hitler and milk bottle game; Lee O,
Batte, marble game; N. G, and G. M.
Bottger, fish and chips; N. G, Botiger
and Genevieve Bottger, milk bar; Hugh
T. Buchanan, arcade; Franois P. Cherry,
check stand and sandwiches; N. G,
Cloment and R. Devore, minjeture traing
Joe Green and C. A, Pratt, cafe; Gablo
JRcobson, sandwich shop: Willlam P.
and . A, Keller, pholograph gallery,
shooting gallery (4), arcade, juice stand:
William Keller, poke-a-rollo; Mrs. Pearl
Komp, basketball game; Buena Ventura
Martinez, frosted malt; Roy B. Matheson,
Ferris Wheel, Tilt-a~Whirl, Silver Btreak,
Auto Scooter, Merry~-Go-Round;: Bl
James MeCollister, sandwich shops (3);
James L. Mock, tommy guns; Eimer C.
Bferrill, umbrella stand.

Park J. Mayo and Joe Mettler, horse
race; Joe Mettler, coney game, group
game; Mike Herman Mouckiey, cork gal-
lery, spot game; Al Mulligan, park man-
ager, Funhouse; Wililam Nicol, salt wator
taffy; Mliiton Nicholus, swing ball, daré
game; P. B, O'Connor, cat rack; John T,
Ostensoe, high striker, novelty’ house;
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Larry Finley

Billboard Magazine
January 12, 1946

Larry Finley at Los Angeles radio
station KFWB in 1957




E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Larry Finley

Finley (left) with composer Jimmy McHugh and Finley and Marie the Elephantin a
Nat King Cole. Ciro's Nightclub, Hollywood, publicity stunt for the KFWB radio
California, 1955. station in Los Angeles. 1950's.

%Y FINLEY SHOW"

KW

Larry Finley's Restaurant, next to the Mocambo Nightclub on Hollywood's Sunset Strip, year
unknown. The building also housed the KFWB radio station, so Larry could broadcast live
interviews with the celebrities that frequented the establishments.

'H.-l’“

B ~LARAY FINLEYS

: RESTAURANT
' 1 | ‘ JEnS e

- -
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E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Larry Finley

Billboard Magazine
November 2, 1968

Finley with gospel singer Mahalia Jackson. Actual

year of photo is unknown. Billboard Magazine
November 2, 1968

Finley with senator Robert F. Kennedy

The late senator Robert F. Kennedy is shown here with Larry Findey
during iz siay with MGM Records as direcior of the Premium division.
The photo ceiebrated the successful compietion of a special John F.
Kennedy Memariol set whick Findey compiied for the Longtnes-Witnouer
Symphonic Soviety.

As the host of his own TV program in Los Angeles Larry Finley interviewed
and hosted for many super stars, He is shown here with Mahalia Jackson,
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E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Larry Finley

Los Angeles Times
April 8, 2000
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E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person

Alfred W. Harper and Grace Harper were the sixth owners of 4256
Ridgeway
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E.2 Criterion B — Historical Person
Alfred W. Harper
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Original site plan
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E.3 Criterion C — Architecture

Original north and south elevation

.._m' .M“b:..ﬁ‘ = L v. .'31 .vlv b .-on.“‘.wu..nzs .

- Ju.. MBI X e L




185

ion C — Architecture

ter

E.3Cr

Original east and west elevation
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E.3 Criterion C — Architecture
Original interior details
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Original details sheet

E.3 Criterion C
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Architecture

E.3 Criterion C
Original chimney and columns detail - page 1
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E.3 Criterion C — Architecture
Original revised garage elevations
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Architecture

Original doors and window grille detail sheet

E.3 Criterion C
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E.3 Criterion C — Architecture

San Diego Union
March 1928

Article about Requa's April 1928 trip to southern Europe and northern
Africa. Milton Sessions accompanied Requa on the trip.

H Umon Wrder to Vtsd Old Worlfl in Search of Home Ideas for San Diegans 1

San Diegans infereated o the, Vln_.m-ho and homex —m-h anthe | somplet® .nd r«m;\nhennn trip | ingidings and Jandsikping An X~
fundamental architactiurs Fesponal- Willam Gufb f';;:"m" lt". ‘;ﬂﬂ’fﬁ- thraugh Spain, It ;"“ he & dream (gupiified 1n the presens-day rnm-
nado and the on n ng | of 20 yeurs reaiige . i nd Bar-
ble fur tha development of the pres. | SO0 05 Nl ! Sa Hennts tntereats “Aftax years of yearning fnd (erglal centers ot c.f.'.' d” B4
ent-day soufhern Culifornia desians (g \n the develgpment -of what wre | pianning 1 ahall tread the spil in [ Felosa Yoe >
P oy
Are' 1o obtain, throush the columns [ commanly ¢ailsd  “Spanigh™ and | (h%" lands bordecing the graal Th-{ =7 expect to see mueh™that in
of The Unlan. information and 'Mu!un-&mnhl" alyiep for An i< | IRnd ses whers -much of the (m- | wonderfully besuliful and InApiFing:
jdshn for construciion Atrect fcom |dfvtdual “Southern Cwlifornia Are| portant hiwtory -of the world. has| AL the sams (ime. L.a0 morm
| the lands ®whess the stylas origin. chitactyre' uc}&u THego in partls on made. the oountrisy whoss | tar some dmp Iylhmh ' :
aed, -

N cular and thetwhole sonthwest in | architecture has so profoundly in- | gure, hnwener, -
Richard £ Tegun, nationally- | general.  Withithe Jesire to uasiet | luenced the developmont In south. | that will be unr'ﬂu}h wm:i
known  architgel whe  has  bean | San Trexo in rtEaUn; an (ndividonl | arm Calitornis condt ruction, o

‘eriting - A setien  of wltm on'| stvia cpprrmont Jn his mind, Ar- My iiparary inclades the im- | trestment of hul)‘!mcMMm
“Bouthern California Arphitecturs” | chitect Requs will make & dpecial rtant const cities of southerp | In m;‘h-m California.™

for The Union, leaves )lueh 27 for | affori to irangmit tn San Disgany rope andhorithern Afrizs io ad. Mr. ‘Slequa’s article on snother
the Medlterransan apd Aram the | the best 18 gurdens and homes amon to many of tha historic is- | page of the Development Section
(Lsmrious anclent cltles he-vibith he {“which h* finds uring bis travels | jands of the Madllarraoean From [teday M= the It in his

piihs fo send interssting plcfures | In the oid world, ma anclent ruine of Cyrihage snd{series on “Southern Callfosnia An
| and ‘o-.-ﬂyum of horm: .:l'm- Concerning hiy Mw)ﬂm 8 ‘Atheniag Armnm. I nope to | chitecturs,” The wrtic

[{3dens Tor publicatién in these col< | Mr. Regua saye) udy and record & ing the Maditerranedn - m
[ umas. " “at lsast circumsetancas and good | notes. ph pha l'nd mi will nbt

smada | ble 1 ha 1o 1 M?’-:a’sharuiua”:?onmm B
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e

The Requas and Milton Sessions made their journey on the steamship
Carinthia

CUNARD WH!TE STAR S SS ¥ CARINTHIA”
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Another article about Requa's April 1928 trip to southern Europe and
northern Africa.

SAN DIEGO PARTY TO VISIT -
~ OLD WORLD WITH ARCHITECT

Mrs. Richard S. Requa (top) and Mrs. Francis . Law v
who left here Thursday evening for New York, from- which e N e,
place they will sail, April 7, for a tour of.southern Burope ! ; Sl
and northern Africa. They will be accompanied»by.foqr e e
other San Diegans and a resident of Salt Lake City on their
| old-world tour. %

3

&>
®

-
Viola Requa Guided by Richard 8. Requa, local | Mediterranean,” are ~ Mrs. Requa,
architect and author, a party of seven Misses Etta and Lydia Schwieder, Mrs.

Jeft here Thursday evening for New g‘!m nscnlsn !;_'“I;’g: ;:g M“lilsbosupll’&ggs&lo%a'
York City to board the steamshiD|yare nn srtist of Salt Lake City.
Corinthia April 7 for a journey that
will take the tourists to many Inter-
esting citles of southern Europe and
northern Africa,

Accompanying Mr. Requa, who Is
In search of new material and pholo-
graphs for a sequel to his widely read
“Architectural Detalls, Spain and the
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Continuation of article from previous page about Requa's April 1928 trip to
southern Europe and northern Africa.

70 VISIT MADEIRA

From New York City the party will
sall direct for the Island of Madelra.
After a short stop on the Interesting
island Mr. Requa will take the tour-
ists to the north coast of Africa, mak-
ing stops at Cassablanca, Rabat and

,Sale in Morocco; then at Alglers and
' Tunis. Leaving Africa, the party will
stop at the interesting Mediterranean
Islands of Malta and Siclly.

From the islands,Mr, Requa's party.
will proceed to the eastern Dalmatian
const, stopbping at Cattaro, Ragusa,
Spalato and Trau. The next stop will }
‘be . In Venice, and from there the
|| tourtsts will travel through Italy, stop-
“ping “at” Florence, Rome, Naples.and
'[ Ravello, . :

# From Naples a steamer trip. will be
made to Villefranche, Nice,” Mentone
and Monte Carlo, thence to Gibraltar.

After o stop at the “Plllars of Her-
cules” the party will begin an exten-
sive trip through southern Spain. The
trip largely will be made by automo-
bile, allowing Mr. Requa every oppor-
tunity to photograph architectural
prototypes of southern Callfornia’s
popular bullding design. )

The trip through Spaln will include
stops in such interesting places as Al-
geciras, Ronda, Cadlz, M=alaga, Gra-
nada, Seville,’ Heulva, Cordova, Ma-
drid, Segovia, Toledo, Valencla, Bar-
celona, Sitges and' Tarragona. A side
trip also will be made to the quaint
1ttle Island of Mallorco.

PLAN TOUR OF FRANCE

After the journey through old Gra.
nada Mr. Requa will take his guests
on & tour of France and England,
stopping in Toulouse, Limoges, Tours
and Paris. Crossing the channe], a
journcy through London and its en-
virons will be made.

As the journey is the second made
in recent years to the Medlterranean
by Mr. Requa, his party will enjoy a
store of Interesting material concerns
Ing the places to be visiled

— - W e . — -
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Ship passenger log from the SS Carinthia, dated June 16, 1928

The log shows Richard & Viola Requa (Architect) travelling with Milton
Sessions (Landscape Designer). An article about this journey is on the
previous page.

et

fe- ooerd 58 Ol Doamh Theitnd Seaten cithums and eiiems of Meouits postoanimms o ae Daind Saams srviving of o povt of Soatneatel Usited Srane .
YR s e Berstgm part ww & part of S veenr pesnsesinnt of S Uil Soaten, a0k st cithaene arriving of & part of sl e T & Sroign pert. w et Veeder
Lo anad e d B e Y e el
LIST OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS
NGRS s OB THE IMMIGAATION AUTHORITIS: -
.
| 4 " ) ; ; N ¢ 1928
8. SN sailing from  SVTHEFTON Vo st , 1028, Arriving at porl of N YORK, 42 L
BAME (¥ PR wr !
3 " el prTeamaa e TUMABEUSIRETTE™ . o
Purns ¥aun o 3w o N e FTT n TR A MO
/ 74 303, Naree i,
1 NN JONIE S, 124 :/ N SPRINericLD, Vass, B Oor, 1060, sPrinering, Tass,
o owy WA WILL I R, »Ve's o ass, 179 Jour, 1992, w0,
4 / 11, Buamcwe STe
s OMOLLY L 9 Yru AusuMNEILE, Mass, / e June 1972, DORCHESTIR, 1ASS,
| y 138, Witw S,
¢ DVING, T 6 5 P v Seavraneums, 5iC. e e 071, 7 NEdAnanta, "Ga,
/ ’ 4 '
o oms ) WARY 58 Lrw Souwaia, S.8. 1972, “e st 1M 00,
{ / y 440, Capr Mw v,
. oAy CHARLES R, 2 L NN a T, NoY. 141w agr, G745, < Beuoaivn, N.Y.C,
oY o JONAIE C.0. (51 W F N New Yous, Nty €1 Ave, 1276, 90,
L
P . W e S e B T L LR L e s i 0
7 Broatway Ar BOTH G, Lol
v GRICSIL REALIE W, 68 4F W Now Yosx Sity, J6te Juse, 1859, _Detrron Ma, Nes Yows Cive.
> ¥ 2.0, wn,/ r) fast 830 &
(LI L AN . A7 = F N By was s (ADT, BEEOGRERSaS oek Gy,
Iy s
" RAM ;' AL 2F F, 5 Vs, Nty s 91 Nova 1908, oo
) P4 3 »re 474 BoohwAy,
O OKOVACH ATl Y PRRCIS . 50 ‘/\. " 3 DIt Soust oF foi, 1098, Ceni e, Uads,
" Sl ':fvl_: :' ~r B e Lo l"A'
/ - 2126, L veulle)
W LEVENT e WIS a4 ‘\/ U PATIsTom, A, 207 Nov, g, P SANTA Rouleh, CaL,
w Lo WY €, Twdr o M Merring PP MIMA, 09,
m NOeREL BLANCHE 50 / F 8 Cunzmacra, Node 21w Sepv 877, Gonrmas Uy row Teun
17 MORRELL e 0 »/r 5 Euizaset, Node © 10v# June, 1630, 10,
PREESESE Y
o [ o i . -
& = - Etiomligun-$oevy N massmans:
’ ey .
& 4 nee, e /S I T L LA ¥
—————
- —— —t
/ ID&.‘ Lot St
2ISHND 5, 46 VM ¥ Rowe lsiane, fuke mellson, 1381, P Al D1est, CaLe
B YA ¥, Ve <YF N Cami, du, o Dee, 1881, =
~ - — i
Sz P/ /T T
Bl . 7 w6 PuOs v
NILTON P, wh v/ll WS Dikeo, G, 15 u".'.(” ow TH Zan .’iuu. CAe
———
o TRCUR Y £, 8 T W New Yorx iy, Hirw Jas, g8t Niw Yous 21Ty,
6, ALY, e, -
MASH VARY 55 0 F W worcratee, Vass, e a1 Nav, 1872, genruvu.:.«‘s‘l‘.
Y L f MY X M, B LM Wilten, Mas,
| /‘
w1 Wrprine b P IETUR T X RN W ——
" a ol PP W T R V0 1oy v TR — T RS TS E R
. bty e 4 A Bewieray Tt “"". — - v M
d aoe wheet 3 Jim D.Liee G0 DT jeadell Bilesbeta
Lime b Slgena perie woe Mewrw sbeet 1 J0ee O, Line 13 Lew Grete al mob mmbask, Line 18 Frry Somlanes
wen Toure shest 3 Aiae S5.00m 39 Balls erieth see Bevre abeet ) s 34, Lise JU Laweh Baly ‘m‘"‘lnﬁ‘-
” /‘4/ F Ut / <
° AL




197

E.3 Criterion C — Architecture

The resource featured in the July 1986 issue of San Diego Home/Garden
Magazine

Homeowners Resource Guide ¢  Silver Fork Restaurant Awar

SanDiego
HomeL&

July 1986 M A G A Z1 NE Price $1.95
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Page 2 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource

a4

MABITATY

Blending new
with old

A classic Requa-designed house
begins a new life with pool, poolhouse,
and revitalized gardens

AY. PRYLLIS VAN DOREN
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOAN HIX-VANUERSCHUIT

HOUSES NEED to be foved ta funcuion at ther homsest, and miosd juse-
ticularly to reach old age with the glow of mature beauty, Thiv ¢
the story of 3 Jot of love affairs. Oue b5 Bob anid Mariken Sedlock’s
love for their Kensinguon showpliee, srchitect Richard Requa's
1929 Ridgeway House on the nim shove California’s first historie
mizsian i Miszion Valley.

1t's also the story of a love affair between Ross Thiele, Sior T
epo's late and helovedd interior designer. and [taly, i Jove shared by

his granddavghter, Marilen Sedlock. Thirdly, it 15 the story of |8

grandaon Robert Thiele’s love of San Dhego's Instoric architecture
and his remarkable ability to add & new pool and pool house. for
Ridgeway Houge that look like they've been there forever,

As s young man, Bob' Sedipek knew whint he wantesd: it was one
of Richard Regua's Meditemmeun-mepired homes, particularly
Rudgewsy House, so perdectly siited to our Southern Califormia
styhe of Tivimg. Having a deeam 8 comman, but luving it come troe
tess fkely, The howse dis) conse up foc =aké unfoctunately, Bob was
atill o bachelior and pot ready to Buy it Later he and Marilen mar-
ried, and then with two sons Mark and Paul, fate smiled — the howse
went ont the market again. He had to have ot and they moved m,

The character.of the hose has been Jovingly restored on the ox-
tenor m @ golden gow of Florentme ocher, antiqued wood beam
ends and window grills, and its odginal blue window trun” The
sumken front entry garden with'its towering pine is plinted with
seasonal flowering horders and the house richly fumnished ‘with

SAN IREGO HOME/ (ARDER » 195
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Page 3 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource

The entrams &y Riclgewery Hivw, Ly wni
wlriwnele woreled her e v Aesaimnd i 202
Jov Kensongdon Heghlt by e firm of Rigaa
and Jockion A wenlen perden i front v part

of the movasterdy gordin derg o AT
Scxrlnzs,, nephote of wueryionun Kate
Sessovms. Fomer afidhosvnf ( Nimiavss cm
charvrteroln of Negws

SR PN HOMMA AR & )N
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Page 4 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource

By R0 HOMEIGANDREN = TR
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Page 5 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource

201

Ituban antigues, California [mpressionist paintings, und funily
trézsuren The mutial mlenor desygn was crested by Ross Thieke
nnd contmued by John W. Tluele (see ssdebar on page 38),

A repaired star-shapid tile fountam i centered in the back patio
(called the front of the hease by Rexqua) mspired by one Reguet taw
m the Alcazar garden of Seville, Spain, early in the century. Water
burbles from it through the original blue majitica ball and fewsds
five pools that cascade down thee ssie cmyon of Missson Valley
through @ green mxze of foluge axl Gower. Laced pmes, thck
ollve, eucatyptus, and poplar shade the seoret garden and 18 mcan
tering path, which makes & bridge over ane pool, the mcky crags
underneath forming # deep nxtumal groteo.

Within the last year, designer/builder Robert Thieks (7425 Giraerl
Avenue, 12 Jolla; 454:3353) has added o swimming pool of grrxd
scale to the property, increshibly syithout distisbing the existing gac
den. The pool wulls and pool house af the cutyon's cdge repeat the
wrched entries, chamney degisan, e moof, gnd fowe proportsons of
the ald main house

Superd details inclode balcores inside and owt thé tam house,
and fronwork and tile used in the house, guden, and poolhouse.
Doar handles, gates, and hghting fixtures all refiect handwronght
care and eloquent design in iron, some new, some old, Sconces tn
the poolhouse were made by San Dicgo castom blacksmith Bill
Porter (765-0792), after ariginals i the Serra Mz, One of the
fosar amtigue ron sconces m the living: room 3 actually. new (you
can't tell), wrought by Pocter,

A huge hay window, most unusuid for 25 day, opens one e of
the living room to a Misslon Valley view vited straight down on the
gleaming white Mission San Diego de Alcals, The pénumbrs
shades rising out of the Valley, blue at duek threaded with pink, k-
ffuenced the choice of colors for the house.

A love of things [talion

Fumigtangy for the rooms have been imported over the years from
Traly by Ross Thiele (Grumpy 1o the Sedlocks) und his son John, of
La Jolla. Indeed, Mr. Thiele's Esvorite chawr, 8 Lowis XVI armchar
mred French silk, graces this iving room. Under pamtings by An
it A Hills, AM. Hoazzard, and Muumee Brynan w32 typwoal credionom
(¢ 1800) fram the Piemmnte region of northem ltaly,

{1ty (irdoig rocom, wy sevm rrom o carevy ool
Aty dbspr, U st som chrivdeliny hun
o vl perrvivement shade Fantttre is
dntigw o el wisde by legessedory. [anison
srrtiint Prapoocel o favontte of inferior desarwr
Koo Tl end Som. Tie couch ts @ Nupodgm
T Vimtian diiybad with Masetefael twneer qued
farlgy & wiih has dovm aridod o crmy/ortade
Peuh Paole el fur the dnaperies ame Tialion
arroed sconden finds i pobd gl awed godd
senoey ooy oosrexydod froms old Julion alar
Poems. The hugy “grovvhoss” by wowdw
Sondey dosens oyt were pood, omd Beromd.
Clalyfidmun v fiest massaot, Sant Lo vie Aduln

Ehiming roow wail (abave) @ vornd in &
Foeirny cottom ceiind Ucclll, A cAair' &
aplstreed on il vopeneaf e fehnve

HAN LHEGO HOMESARDIK © TIR0
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Architecture

Page 6 of San Diego Home/Garden Magazine article about the resource

1M

mmmm&m&sﬁe
and»Amme. l.ajnb; A542133) M

the earfy members of the American Soei-
rety of huterior Dlesigners, a1 {ormed-his
s mterioe desten fim 1 1932

ﬁ%ﬂherand&msﬂﬁwwsﬁ&
‘anpl the elder Thasle’s retirement in

,mmmmmmmou
“lzakian . acisms e o Some rses their

pu;iihnmh&m&nhmgp&xm—_'
- memal antxges.-beautiful old donrs-and

gates and accessonies ke the fedy carv-

T micsicnl vippde of water (above Tight)
Lowmes [t & shorshaped fouminry ord
wnaioling dall v the back ferrome. Regua

Dativrned it after owe iw Al Gandens of

Soralle, Sporme Roqsa wsed o somilay foventom

desige e the 1935 36 Bxposition s slezaar

Gorden ae Baibos Pork, ik we siill ewioy
Soday pest sieps fron the Progs

Al zooiside (below righnt) carzed sioms
ormemes such o the micgmitioont el Beshets
w1 yee— Rabert Thecle (gromdsan of Ross
Thaely) obéurmwed thew reoowtly foon oritsans
sall weomding: in Vioowsn, ey Flnyrncd, Tatt
Altonuz tood aud ponthoncs are wow, ey
Sardew @ yestoetiios: dmd aelercenant

=an TuEGO Bowr/agnsy » 756

Sumptuous sitk and ooton 1asselsof the fine qualiny made 1 SL
Efienne, France. and in‘'some cases West Coast Trimming of Loe
Angeles, hang from every antique key, from the ceneral wron =nd
parchment chandelier (2 Regqua: ongmal), ‘and edge the heavy
draperies. The dining room walls and chair seats are covered m
Fortunv's {¢f Venice) dusicy biue and mauve ontton Tinedlf fahirc,
onginally a de Medic design.

The architect’s travels

Architect Richard Requs had traveied 10 2l the Mediterraneas
couniries inclnding Spain gariy i his career, photographing court-
vargs, deep archies, balcony details, file patterns, tevra cotta, and
iron designs (he published two books on the subject), many of
which were transiated directiy to this house. He never considersd
this troe Spemish architecture;, but stated in a December 1929 art-
clein The Modern Clubwomman, “Fora lony time | have hoped to de-
sign 2 typical California home...and a1 last this opporemity has
been affordec me by Mr, George T. Forbes, owner of Kensington
Heights. who has enthusiastically finunced the ventore.™

[o 1928, the Davis-Baker Company, whch had just successhilly
developed 20 subdivisions in Pasadena, came to San Diego to
develop Kensmuon Heighss, "a beautiful property comprising 115
mﬁhﬁﬂnwl&ﬁo&a‘mﬁggah@mﬂmg
valley...capable and deserving of residential development of the
inghest type” In 1979 the Nanongl Rexl Fstate Jawrnal cited the
Ridgeway House, designed by the frm f Requa and Jackson for
Davis Baker, as “the most elaborate of the mode! homes built to 2
iract visitors to Kersmgron Heighits." As part of 2 sales campaen
10 Inze buvers tu the very spat whers California began. an architec:
) commiftes had been estiiished 1o nse the San Diegs mission
a5 its keynote for a (ommunity of red e toofed hames in the
Valley Rim: subdivision, and at its hesd was placed “Mediterranean
architectiral authority™ Richars? Requa.

Never before had Requa had the opportumity 1o so purely utilize
his Jove: Tor the Moorsh and Spamsh-and [tz architectmal
romance. st a few years away was s commisson as principal ar-
chitect of the 1935-36 Califorrez Pacific Intemationa! Expesition.
It Ridpeway House was the ultimate in his-idea! for “ real Cali-
farnia home,™ &
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One page feature on 4256 Ridgeway in the January / February 1990 issue
of Twentyone Magazine

204

Sand-colored stucco walls, a
red riled roof, chumney-top
ornamentanon, an arched
entry area and dn asymmet-
rical facade arc all hallmirks
of the Spanish Eclectic style
of architecture: Drawiog
most often o1—as mMost
eclecuc styles do—the
of 4 period or place, rather

84 TWENTYONE®

than a specific prototype.
the Spanish Edectic style
conjures up images of
Moorish estates or Mediter-
ranean villas. It is a style
suited ro warmer climates
and, 1n the United States, is
found mostyan Flonda, the
Southwest and Southeen
California.

This particular example, a
Southern California home,
was builc in 1929 San

Spanish ECLECTIC

Diego's Panama-Califomia
Exposition, held in 1915,
sparked an interest in Spanish
Colonal architecture, and
some of Southern Califor
nia's finest examples of
Spanish Eclectic and Span-
ish Colonial Revival homes
were buile ) the three
decatdes that followed.
Although the Spanish Eclec-
tic building boom had all
but died out by World War

11, our warmer states are sl
dotted with examples of this
evocanve and romantic
style, When combined with
palms and other subtropical
plants, these homes become
portls to a time when the
hours moved more slowly,
and leisure was savored like
fine Madeira wine.
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Article about 4256 Ridgeway featured in the December 2001 issue of San
Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles

flimer HosEaT @i MARIENSED O
Hotrelay décor-=1Floval & ariier NDRIANNE SN ST NG TLENSEDLOCK

Siker e IOV PSS

he Sedlocks have lived in cheir 1929 Requa-designed house for more than 30 years. 1t

sas builc just prior.ro Requa’s commission as principal architece for the 1935 Califor-
niasPacific Exposirion. The suriken front garden originally was-designed by Milcon
Sessions. ‘The exterior is a golden Florentine ocher wich the original blue window trim,
CONTINUED ON PAGE Y2

DECEMBER I/ 78
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green, gold; cream and purple. and an
ndance of fruit and vegetables. A

pears is hang»zith purple and gold
ribbon, thick goldNording and rassels.

toptaries hughlighe che
tiled kitchen and weeping ;

among the decorations in the b
fast room.

CONTINUED FROAN PAGE 75

antigued woud-beam ends and win-
dow grills. The four different chim-
neys are characreristic of a Richard
Regqua design. A terrace in back fea-

tures -a star-shaped tile fountain
inspired by wne Requa saw in the
Aleazar garden of Seville, Spain.
Water cycles through the original blue
majolica ball and feeds the pools rhat
cascade down the side-canyon garden.

Inside are Requa’s original parch-
ment chandelier and cwo copper-
hooded fireplaces, one each in che
living room and the library. The ince-
rior design of the home originally was
done by the lace Ross Thiele (Grampy,
to Marilen Sedlock) and his son John
Thiele, of the prestigious three-gerier-
ation interrors firm Ross Thiele &
Sons in La Jolla. It includes wonderful
arc and antiques; a copper ceiling in
the library and blue Uscelli Forruny
fabric wn the Spanish-blue dining
room.

Adrianne Smich labels the color she
i emphasizing for decaration
pomegranate red. It is used in ribbon,
pepper berry, red “Seckel” pears; real
pomegranates and tinted hydrangea,
An antigue bronze vase in the foyer
has pussy wallow with a collar of pep-
per berry and bay laurel. Sconces are
done in the same florals and hung
with an ornament. An uausual rectan-
gular munzanita wreath has been cus-
tom-designed for the copper hood
aver the fireplace,

A balcony overlooking the living
room has a garland of bay laurel and
pepper berry, dried hydrangea, red
fruicand ribbon.

“The living room’s 10-foot Christmas
tree 1s placed im the huge picture win-
dow that overlooks Mission Valley and
the Mission San Diego de Alcala. The
small informal library has a tree with
Marilen Sedlock's collection of
Enchanted Forest ornaments. Red
apples line the mantel and win-
dowsills. The piéce de résistance is the
dining room, respleadent 1n Fortuny
fabric; Italian fish-scale sconces, an
Italian Empire micror, vingage ecru
lace table linens, and a silver punch
serving set all decorated with ribbouns,
fruic and greens. Atop the buffet/cre-
denza 1sa 16-inch wreath of red fruits,
cranberries and pepper berries sur-
rounding white candles. Il

WHERE TO FIND IT — PAGE 96

206

Page 2 of December 2001 article in San Diego Home/Garden Lifestyles
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

Richard S. Requa biography from the City of San Diego's 2009 List of
Established Masters
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

Richard S. Requa, year unknown
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center

Richard S. Requa, year unknown
Photo courtesy of the San Diego History Center

Requa & Jackson listed under the
Architectural Designers heading in
the 1925 San Diego City Directory
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

Article written by Requa in California Garden magazine, August 1910
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

September 1910 conclusion of Requa's article from the previous issue of
California Garden magazine
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

September 1910 conclusion of Requa's article from the previous issue of
California Garden magazine
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

San Diego Union article written by Richard Requa
September 20, 1925
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E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

San Diego Union article written by Richard Requa
October 11, 1925
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San Diego Union
February 10, 1929

THE SAN DIEGO UNION: SUNDAY MORNING, FEB. 10, 1929

SPECIVEN HONE
OFFERS SPLEADID
NTIVATE VIEW

Walls of Canyon Guide Eye
Directly to Quaint Setting
Of Padres' Shrine,

———

Tn sslecUng the aite for » apocl-
men homa for the new valley nim
wnit of Kensngon Jicighta, Richard
8. Nequa of Rxqua & Jackan, archis
tecta, waa glven “rarts blanche™ That
fa, hn wia permitted 2 maka hia
rhalee ©f ANy Alle on the rm. Tha
fnet that he aslicted the leaat ex-
prasive Alto 1a an Intereallng atory In
1Lwlr,

Iequa selected the porticular site
whien ha did hecatiss L InAzka the
hewd of a exnyon which frumes Mia-
aon Han Diego de Aleala na & vivid,
I¥ing pictura, Jlow much betler thls
ia. anys Bequa, than W command
such a wide panarama that nothing
atwnds out clewsly, Tha dweller In
the amecimen Lome will aee Lha mia-
elon each e ne lonks ou' Lia win-
dow becauae the walla nf ths canyon
puide the uye direcly o 1L

Thia 1des of “freming & view™ ls
apparently = new one. Mot people
think of slew In termna of fquanUty
rttier than quelity, ‘The mora thry
see the yreater they think Is ths view.
The palnter could el them right on
thila, na ha must ellialoata w great
deal from hia plcturea, e must come-
frme, hir MuAb Improva o0 nature. o
should the uwuer of s view.

The same principle holds in pho-
tgrnphy. It s often brtter W phiotn-
Rraph wn abjeat througl trees or soine
other modiuim than aturkly head-on.
A view nutlined by a window usually
A MUEHh 100 ALOIZINK thiki sl Ul
Imited view, The ¢ > fighta the In-
definito Juat an dosa Lhn nind.

A view ween through soniething la
eolicd & viata, Tho wurd “visla™ I
loowely  nrd  Aa Aynouymoua with
view, hut 1t mekns a framed view,
n view with compxmaition, In compm-
Ty the viewa from Lthe Iudgewny
houso In Fenalngton Jelghis, Archis
tert Nequa b dolng a notable thing,
= thing dlumetrically opposed tn the
tdea that view should bo menaured
1 milesge lika molrcar tre ure
formance. It ahauld not, snd thia s
why we prefer palntings of lntlsate
Nttle groups or individuals Lo preat
exnvines with thousands of flgures

on them,
P —

e

Kensington Hills Frame Ancient Mission

Thig view, l:_nl:vn from the site of new specimen home heing built by Architert Repia
for the Valley Rim area of Kensington Heights, shows how eleverly the vista hax heen framed
by canyans to guide the eye to Mission San Diego de Alcala, feature spot of the landseape,
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San Diego Union
June 11, 1941
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 11, 1841
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RICHARD S REQUA SUCCUMSBS;
'ARCHITECT FOR CIVIC CENTER

Richard Requa TER

. 00.-of 2908 Lo- DESIGNED HELIX THEA ,
- U Tor e CivicCen=  Mr. Requa was consulling nrchl-’
" ter. bullding and the 1933-38 ex- tect for the new Consolidated Alr-

position jed un- Corp. plant in FL. Worth, Tex., .
: . W&‘:‘m‘lﬂ. :TS’M had designed the Mt Helix |

" town office. open air theater, whore the Faster,
~A-native of Rock Island, Tl Mr sunrise services are held. He was
y-part-of-his. vice pretlde(;\rlt of the Sar: ‘})iuo

w he at- Bymphony hestra associalion,
z%@ e ¥8urvlvln( are his wife, Mrs. Viola
ego-in 1900 and seven years aler Requa: two brothers, Randel L. Re-
he married Miss Viola Hurst, a S8an qua, of San Franclsco, and Lewls|
Diego girl H. Requa, of San Diego, and three
ststers, Mrs. Julia Wright and Mrx,
- FIDELY. KNOWN. ARCHITECT.... Rhoda Francls,-both-of Sen.Dicga.

Mr. Requa had won wide renown and Mrs. Harriet Stetter, of San
for his crestion of the so-called YFrancisco.
southern California type of archi-  “Private services will be heid in}
tecture,. which was developed after the Johnson-Saum moriuary tomor-
extensive foreign research. He had row at 3 pm. Dr. Howard B. Bard
“traveled .in Mexico, Central and will officiate. Burial will be In
SBouth. America and In the Médi- Ureenwood Mémorial park.”
terranean countiries to select the
best features of the architecture
to be found in those places.

- One—-of —Mr. Requa's  first im-
portant assignments to utilize this
new _style of architecture was In
1913, when he was commissioned
by E. D, Libby, capitsalist, to recon-
struct a picturesque village of Ojal
in Ventura counly. :

Mr. Requa had written numerous
srticles on the subject of architec-
ture for magazines and newspapers,
and with the aid of slides and mo-
tion pictures, made on journcys
abroed. he gave many talks before
clubs, societies and schools on ar-
chitectural subjects. He was em-
plgyed by the Sanla Fe Rallroad
{3 1920 to design the civic center
of Rancho Santa Fe, which Is known
as on€ of The show places of “Sanj
Didégo county. |

San Diego Union
June 1941

Tribufe Paid
Richard Requa
By Chamber

A standing vote of silent tribute
was given Richard S. Regua, wha
died Tuesday, by chamber of com-
merce directors at their meeting
yesterday.,

William LaMonte read a resolu-
tion which praised Requa as “a
friend, counselor and: adviser of

many years, whose service to this
organization and to this community
has been outstanding,

“His work in connection with =
carrying out of the Civie C ¥
plan alone would have entitl¢
to a secure place as a city bu.
the resolution continued, “as would
the work he performed in combat-
ting those agencies which en-
deavored to undermine and nullify’
the Nolen plan. 3

MAJOR FACTOR

“A believer in planned develop-
ment and in everything pertaining
to civic progress and advancement,
his activity and courageous efforts
were major factors in saving the
Balboa park buildings at a critical
time,” La Monte read, “thus making
possible the hoiding of our second
great exposition.

“The loss of this friend and com-
munity builder will be deeply felt,”
.the statement concluded. “He
tleaves as a lasting heritage many
I structures, including cur own cham-

ber of commerce building, that for.
‘years will remain assets to the city]
he loved and served. He holds o]
place in our hearts that will always!
remain his—a place won by play-
-ing the game unselfishly, fairly and
conscientiously, in the best interests
of a community which he served
faithfully and well, and which will
always revere him as a civie leader
worthy of our highest esteem.”




216

E.4 Criterion D - Master Architect

San Diego Union
June 1941

Privafe Services Planned
tor Famed San Diego lf\rchn

; Funeral services rfor chhard S.
Requa, 60, of 2906 Locust st, na-
tionally known architect, who died
suddenly in a downtown office
yesterday, will be conducted in
Johnson-Saum mortuary at 3 p.m.
tomorrow, with Dr. Howard B.
Bard officialing and atlendance re-
stricted {o intimate Iriends. In-
terment will be in Greenwood Me-
morial park,

~ Noted for his design of ‘the San
Disgo Civie Center building and
1h2 1935-36 Exposition in- Balboa
park, Requa created a unique south-
ern California type of artchiteciure
after foreign research in iravels
ihrough Mexico, Central and South
America and the Mediterranean
counftries.

«In 1913, E. D. Libby, capitalist,
gave Requa an opportunity: lo ap-
ply his new conception of archi-
tecture particularly adaptable to
the southland by commissioning him
{0 “reconstruct the village. of Ojai
in Venlura counly. Seven years
later, the Santa Fe railroad em-
ployed him to design the Rancho

fdad

Santa Fe civic center, consndered
a county show place,

Requa also designed the Mt, He-
lix open air theater,” where Easter
sunrise services are held, and at
the fime of his death was consult-
ing architect for the new Consoli-
dated Aircraft Corp. plant in Ft.
Worth, Tex. e was vice president
of the San Diego Symphony Or-
chestra association,

He was an authoritative writer on
the subject of architecture for
magazines and newspapers and was
author of the book “Inside Lights
on the Building of the San Diego
Exposmon %

Born in Rock Island, Ill Requa
attended school in Nor{olk Neb.,
came to San Diego in 1900 and mar-
ried Miss Viola Hurst, a San Diego
girl, in 1907,

His survivorz include his widow;
two brothers, Randel L. Requa of
San Francisco and Lewis H. Requa
of San Diego, and three sisters, Mrs.
Julia Wright and Mrs. Rhoda
Francis, both of San Diego, and Mrs.

San Diego Union
July 1941

Harriet .Stetter of San Francisco..

Symphony Nigh
To Honor Requa

The opening concert of the 1941
season of Midsummer Night Sym-
phonies on Friday, July 18, will be
dedicated to the memory of the late
Richard S. Requa, symphony or-
chestra association director, it was
voted at this week's association
luncheon meeting in the Golden Lion
tevern. Donald B. Smith, associa-
tion president, presided.

Requa, who was the supervising
architect who ‘designed the Ford
bowl in which the symphony con-
certs are held, was first vice presi-
dent of the symphony association.
The vacancy, caused by his recent
death, will not be filled out of re-
spect to his memory, Smith said.

“Mr. Requa’s untimely death was
a severe blow, not only to this or-
ganization, but to the entire com-
munity in which he was a leader for
more than 20 years,” Smith said.

Reports also featured the meet-
ing, including those on advance
ticket sales by Mrs. E. P. Sample,
and Miss Mamie Sullivan, and on
soloists by Alice Barnett Stevenson,

|chalrman music committee.
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Requa pamphlet compiled in 1997 by Requa historian

E

Parker H. Jackson
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Adjacent 1o the East of the building. Regqua's ‘Persian Water Rug'
foumuin his beeq reatored and the landscopimg for the surrounding

garden area done by Garbin & Garbini Limdsvape Archiléots.
McPherson as his Assistant to overses and coordingte both the

tismantling and reconstruction of the butlding as well as the warien

areds, m conumotion with City Project

Mitford Wayme Donaldson, with David Marshall as the Project

The building project was usder (he direction of San Diego Archuect
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Pamphlet from the "Historic Places: Celebrating the Architecture of San
Diego" educational series by the San Diego History Center.
Richard Requa and 4256 Ridgeway were featured at the
March 24, 2010 presentation.
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Milton Sessions Biography from the City of San Diego's 2009 List of
Established Masters
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. Milj[on Sessions - Master Landscape Designer for Ridgeway House
Historic photos of Milton Sessions' shop date from 1929. Courtesy of the San Diego

Milton “P. Sessions

“Spanish Floral Studio”

Flower and Garden Center
For All San Diego

o

P Y

Easter Thoughts

There is nothing which so fittingly expresses the spirit
of Easter as lovely, living flowers, in pots, awractively
decorated with marts, baskets and ribbon. There is no
gifc more appropriate.

Milton P. Sessions Spanish Floral Studio is a delighcful
place o make your selections for this Easter. Lovely
lilies, flowering potted plants, choicest of cut blooms, of
finest quality at interesting prices. Prompt and careful

delivery assured.
Spring Ideas

Plants just ready o spring into growth in your garden.
An unusually large selecgon awaits you, Petunias, large
and ruffled, Balcony Blue, Heavenly Blue, Romany Lass,
Rose of Heaven. Choicest Zinnias, Asters, Marigolds,
Nemesia, Salpiglossis, Chrysanthemums large size, Pom-
poms, Cornflowers, Larkspurs, Snapdragons and Lobelia.
Hollyhocks, Hunnemunia. Red and Blue Salvias, Coreop-
sis, Carnations, Gaillardias, Primroses, Campanulas, and
many interesting rockery plants among which you can
casily pick your favorites and will quickly make your
garden a wealth of color.

Milton P. Sessions
“Spanish Floral Studio”

Historic FINE FLOWERS Hillcrest
Old Town 7171

——

History Center
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Sunday, Nevember 6, 1990

THE SAN DISGO UNION-TRIBUNE H-18

His love of plants still blossoms

By KAREN C WILBON

Leiees T4oe

ool LUCY WARREN
be same "Sessions” is famdar
T 1o San Doogans — especially
hat of Kate O, Sensions, the

legendacy "Mother of lalbos Park ™
But there were athes members of
the Sessions dan whe made egualiy
(mporismt contniestions 1o the
oRy's hartscuitural indecape
Among theoi is Kate's nephew
Mz " Sessions

Minon Sexaies, wh died Oct
22 jant ahy of his 85¢h hurthday, de
dle to carrymg on
ivaral tradition begun by
o aunt By his awn secost, his
Uralmng began az 3 young age

inalenies 10 Ussaw: Fribune s
sociate editor sed colamnist Neil
Morgsn sarlier Ui year, Sessions
wrule

“I made my start iny my Aumt
Rate's nussery on Wast Lewis
Street when | was 8 years old, and
Ehat win 1908, Aboat 1918, after
growng scme., | worked full-time
delivering (plants) with a coe-borse
wagon. She made me a partner
about 1920, | decided to go on my
own m 192] aod purchased land for
4 hursery @ O0d Town, opposite
Ramoua's Marnags Place, where |

remamed untl) 1940, when | moved
l,uga )’alh. operating there until
Lockang at the plant paletre Ses-
3ions weed lnler in his landscage de.
signs, It s evident how meach Kate
wfluenced ber nephew
Among other things, be shared her
belief that plants abould be chosen
A5 MU for Ihewr water-canserving
characterstics s for their beauty
His landscapes telied henﬂ; on na-
tive specien — Ceonothis, Toven
Cataling cherry, 1o name a few &
pimnt palette that was far ahead of
s Lae
Bt hartsculture was a fsmily af-
fair. ane Sesuens earned not juse
froen his aunt, bt also from his fa
ther, Frank, who — among ocher
thismgs — played a preotsd role in en-
tablistung the pomsettia 23 a visbie
fNlocicudeure crop & San Diego.
Frank Seswons was far more not-
od, though, for ha expertise ja
moving and repi large, ma-
ture tree spaciment. His nursery
was respensible for bringing in sed
plaating all the mature trees that
graced Park dering the
1915 Pasams-Caldornia Exposk
1200,
The 15-yearold Miltes, mean-
while, apest bos time hawhing se

AL NP Y
TRUNIS

COUNTERY OF Pade N JaCnSom
Retail nursery: “Ailton . Sessions Spanisk Studio,
the retail nursery Sessions opened in Old Town in 1929,
was desigmed for him by arckitect Rickard Requa shartly
after they returned from a lengthy tovr of southern
Enrope The trip made a lasting impression on Sessions.

cream from a posheart to

torx. Little e be know toat 4
years later de would be the one
Sndscaping the park for an exposi-
tion — the 193536 Callfoenia-Pa-

vine-

cific Intermational Exposstioa [ T Ty —
But there was mach he would 5 Eajr tribute: Milton Sezsions and hi wife, Yolanda,

pose in fromt of the ;p«-‘n) exhibit homoring kis career at

the 1993 Del Mar Fair Flower and Garden Shaw

540 Sensions on Page H-21

Sunday, November 5, 1995

Sessions

He.continued family's
Horticultural tradition
s

cantinued from H-18

1=

domplish before then.

+-He opened his first business at
4ge:21, buying up 2% blocks in Old
'.l'awn for a nursery and growing
vards, Even then, he had years of
éxperience under his belt and with-

tion,he had secured several large

several major projects at the newly
constructed Marine Corps Recruit
Depot in Point Loma.

. .That was followed by 3 much-ac-
claimed commission from city fa-
ther George N. Marston, to move
four enormous palm trees from Lo~
gai Heights to Presidio Park,
where they wouid serve as focal
points in the landscape outside the
rewly established Junipero Serra
Museum. Sessione’ training under
his father served him well, and the
trees were successfully moved and
repianted amid much fanfare.

“Other projects included the Na-

val Training Center, where his im-
peint can still be seen today in the
form of a 30-foot-tall silver fir
planted on the grounds, as well as
numerous commissions for private
estatés from Coronado to Rancho
SantaFe, :

+ It is unknown how many of Ses-
$ions! original landscape designs
atill éxist, However, in parts of the
city*s older developed neighbor-
hoods — Kensington Heights, for
example — where his landscapes
proliferated, the dictinctive look
anddeel of his designs have been re-
tmed. Indeed, his goal of visually
delineating a neighborhood by sur-
rounding it with a continuously
pleasant landscape is one of Ken-
sington’s most noted characteris-
tics today.

in five years of launching the opera-

fandscaping commissions, including

c n e —

THESAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE H-21

nized and longer than many of the
trees he planted. In 1993, he was
asked to serve as the official host of
the Del Mar Fair Flower and Gar-
den Show, and was named “Horti-
culturist of the Year” by the Cuya-

maca College Botanical Foundation,

On Arbor Day 1993, the San Die-
20 Zoological Society honored him
for his contributions to the green-
ing of San Diego by planting a feath-
er-duster palm in his name in the
new Australasian section of the 200,

And, finally, this past June, the
San Diego City Council adopted a
resolution proclaiming June 12,
1995, to be "Milton P. Sessions
Day" in San Diego, in recognition of
his many decades of dedication to

making the city a more attractive
place to live,

Milton Sessions’ death last
month has closed the page cnan era
of pioneering horticulture in San
Diego, but in shaping the San Diego
landscape, Sessions left an indelibie
mark that time cannot erase.

"“A person like that leaves a last-
ing legacy, a legacy that lives on for
future generations to enjoy,”

Family affair: Milton
Sesstons, age 9%
(standing), ata 1910
gathering of family
and friends, Seated
in the foreground are

summed up fellow horticulturist his /¢ a‘h.";‘F m"’; hi
Evelyn Weidner of Weidners' Gar- (front right), and his
dens in Encinitas. “t's not the type aunt, [ameq
of legacy you'll see celebrated in horticulturist Kate O.
brass plaques. It's a more quiet sort Sessions (second from
of legacy . . .  true legacy of !ove.' right), at whose

nu h
u LUCY WARREN is @ San Diego-based 2 "i?'}' ewhas p
free-lance writer, garden kistorian and o orn working at the time.
San Diego-trained *Master Gardencr." el
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anewslet- |
g with his

return, Sessions was vocal

t was Requa's second trip
praise of Medlterranean gar-
s. e lectured widely on the

in town and he published a
series of articlesin The San Diego

Union that highlighted worthwhile
garden features he had noticed on
his trip. When the series ended, he
1929 in a new, Spanish-style build- |
ing designed for him by Requa. A
1 the debul issue of Sessions
monthly newsletter, “Sessions”
“The publication of the Garden

Pointeris the outgrowth of many
years experience in trying to find

continued the them
out of their gardens with Jess effort.

the most effective way to help our
garden {riends get more enjoyment
In doing this, there is perhaps a
selfish motive, for we thoroughly

believe the axiom, ‘We must

Garden Pointers,” he wrote the fol-
live." We wi

pertinence of Mediterranean-style
lowing:

opened in Old Town in September
landscapes to San Dicgo.

ES
a
2
Z
&
@
g
|
o
7
-1
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